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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1  H  I  S  little  work  was  firft  printed  in 
1779.  The  Parliament  which  fat  that 
year,  it  was  imagined,  would  inquire 
into  the  political  fituation  of  India.  Vo- 
luminous publications  had  rendered  a  tho- 
rough invefligation  of  the  Eaftern  fubje^l 
not  only  wearifome,  but  impradticable  :  — 
impra£ticable,  at  leaft,  to  fuch  as  had 
other  very  ferious  matters  to  claim  their 
conftant  and  clofe  attention.  To  remedy 
fo  flriking  an  inconvenience,  the  author 
prefumed  to  draw  into  as  fmall  a  compafs 
as  poflible  the  leading  features  of  fo  com- 
filicated  a  fcene.     Local  knowledge  had 

rendered 
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i'endercd  hlin,    he  hop'ccf,   not  Intlrely  uii- 
qualified  for  the  talk  :   and    truth   he  was 
refolved  fhould  guide  him   in  the  difquiii- 
tlon.      Pardon   muic    be    claimed    for  the 
aflertion,    though    it   afluredly   is  not  ha- 
zarded   without    foundation  ;     that    party 
ideas    had   warped  found  judgement  ;   that 
men    and    aclions,     together    with    mahy 
important    political '  confi'derations,     were 
viewed  and  judged  of-  through  a  diilorte'd 
medium;   and   that  canteil,   fha rpen cd  tb 
txncommon      animofity,      liad      baniflied, 
though  undefignedly,    the   welfare  of  the 
many/  while-  the  momentary  fuccefs,  or 
the  pafTions  of  a  few,  occupied  the  Jbreaffcs 
of  thofe  on  whom  the  Indian  world  was 
dependent    for    falvatioi}.       The    Britiflv 
empire  in  Hi-ndoftan   is  great,  not   only 
in  itfelf,  but  in  its  extenfive  connedlions. 
Its  army,  embodied  during  the  laft  war, 
and  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  one 

hundred 
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hundrtA  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  Hiews 
the    magnitude  of  the   dominion,   which 
the  very  fev/  fons  of  liberty,    when  takeii 
in    comparlfon,    poffefs    over    the    native 
children  of  Hlndoflan.      In  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years,  and  in  the  midfl:  of  univerfal 
war,    much  change  mufl  neceflarily  hap- 
ptii.      The  Eaft  manifests  this  in  various 
inftances.      But    the    leading    principles 
which    firft    impel   to    a    reformation    of 
fyftem,   continue   in   their  nature   fo   in- 
tirely  the  fame,   that  it  is  expedient  they 
(hould    not    be    forgotten.       Under    this 
convidlion,   (although  certain  points  treat- 
ed of  in  the  following  pages  have  been 
(ince  carried   into   execution)   the    author 
returns  the  Analyfis  of  India,    in  its  ori- 
ginal garb,  in  a  new  edition.      Difference 
of  fehtiment  will  lead  many  men  to  differ 
from  him  in  fome  of  his  conclufions :  but 
as  he  holds  them  perfedly  blamelefs  for 

their 
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their  opinions,  fo  he  trufls  they  will 
hold  him,  for  fimply  maintaining  what, 
to  his  convi£lion,  is  right.  In  the  notes 
the  reader  will  find  fome  exemplifications, 
which  were  deemed  eflential  to  the  fubje£t 
of  the  work.  In  the  additions,  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  Mahrattahs,  Seiks,  Abdallies, 
and  others,  intirely  new,  are  drawn  from 
the  moil  undoubted  authorities, 
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X  H  £  refpe£llve  nations  of  the  For- 
tuguefe  and  Dutch,  the  Englifh  and 
French,  having  alternately  founded  ex- 
tenfive  empires  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
the  Englifti  in  particular  having  arifen  to 
an  high  degree  of  pre-eminence  over  their 
rivals  in  that  divifion  of  the  globe,  a  brief 
enquiry  into  the  tranfadions  of  each  of 
B  thofe 
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thofe  governments  may  not  be  unwel- 
come, at  a  crifls  when  India  matters  are 
become  of  ferious  confideration  to  this 
nation. 

The  Eafl:,    for   many  centuries  before 
our  Chriflian  aera,  poured  forth  its  riches 
to  the  uttermoft  extent  of  the  then  known 
civihzed  parts  of  the  creation ;   but  to  no 
country  in  fuch  profufe  abundance  as  to 
that  of  Egypt.     How  this  traffic  was  car- 
ried  on   in  thofe  days,    when  maritime 
knowledge  was  flill  but  in  its  infancy,  is 
at  this  moment  a  matter  more  w^orthy  of 
the   inveftigation   of  the  antiquary  than 
the  hillorian.     Suffice  it,  that  their  com- 
merce appears  to  have  been  founded  upon 
the  broadefl  bafis  of  mutual  and  general 
utility,  and  that  their  exports  and  imports 
were  nearly  what  they  are  at  this  day. 
Happily  fituated  for  an  intercourfe  of  that 
nature,  the  induftry  of  the  Egyptians  led 
tjiem  to  partake  of  all  its  benefits.     By 

the 
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the  conveniency  of  their  harbours  in  the 
Red  Sea,  they  engrofled  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  purchaling  the  commodities 
of  India ;  and  by  their  ports  on  the  Me- 
diterranean, they  were  enabled  to  difFufe 
them  among  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
at  an  exorbitant  degree  of  profit. 

In  this  manner  the  trade  with  Afia 
was  long  carried  on.  At  length,  upon 
the  deftruflion  of  the  Roman  empire,  that 
mighty  fabric  of  ambition,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  eftablifhment  of  its  warlike  but 
uncivilized  invaders,  a  flop  was  put  to  the 
continuance  of  fo  flourifhing  a  commerce; 
nor  did  it  again  rear  its  head,  until  the 
Venetians,  fituated  on  the  Adriatic  gulph, 
boldly  ventured  upon  an  enterprize,  which, 
however  difficult  in  the  beginning,  pro- 
mifed  them,  with  perfeverance,  an  ample 
return  for  the  dangers  and  rifqucs  which 
they  fhould  run. 

B  2  The 
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The  Venetians  accordingly  encouraged 
a  revival  of  the  trade  with  India  by  means 
of  the  Red  Sea,  and  by  their  contra£ts 
with  the  Egyptians  {o  efFedually  fecured 
a  monopoly  of  it  to  themfelves,  that  Ve- 
nice foon  became  the  emporium  of  Afiatic 
manufa6lures.  Its  citizens  grew  wealth}^ ; 
and  this  little  republic,  from  being  of  no 
conlequence,  fuddenly  became  a  nation  of 
power  and  confideration. 

Another  channel,  however,  had  for 
fome  time  opened  itfelf  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  Indian  manufadlures  into  Europe. 
This  was  by  means  of  the  Perfian  gulph, 
from  whence  by  caravans  paffing  over  the 
deferts  of  Arabia,  and  fometimes  along 
the  borders  of  that  country,  the  articles 
of  Afiatic  commerce,  more  generally  in 
demand,  had  been  brought  by  tedious 
journeys  to  the  borders  of  the  ^^.geian 
fea,  and   thence  tranfported  by  fhipping 

to 
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to    the    mercantile   dealers  at    Confianti- 
nople. 

Thus  confined  within  boundaries  which 
afforded  advantage  to  a  few,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  impoverifhed  the  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  the  traffic  of  the  Eafl 
became  a  fubject  of  difcuflion  amongft 
men,  who,  from  fludy  and  reflection,  were 
enabled  to  reafon  upon  its  importance. 
Rome,  enfeebled  in  all  its  parts,  fhewed 
but  the  remnants  of  its  former  greatnefs. 
Bigotry  and  fuperftition  had  reared  to 
themfelves  a  power  more  formidable  and 
rivetted,  than  human  afcendancy  had  hi- 
therto acquired.  The  church  declared  it- 
felf  omnipotent  in  its  decrees,  and  made 
even  fovereigns  fhake  with  terror  on  their 
thrones.  Italy,  the  feat  of  its  more  im- 
mediate influence,  long  groaned  under  the 
fervitude  it  impofed.  The  wretched  in- 
habitants of  that  fertile  clime  felt  what 
they  dared  not  utter.  Genius  lay  dead 
B  3  amongft 
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amongft  them.  A  happier  gleam  of  freer 
dom  indeed  beamed  upon  them  at  a  dif- 
tance;  but  they  were  yet  in  bondage,  and 
their  faculties  could  not  be  employed.  The 
Spaniards,  di{lra6l:ed  within  themfelves, 
torn  by  perpetual  efforts  for  their  liberty, 
and  abandoned  to  the  wildeft  chimeras  of 
romance,  proudly  confined  their  thoughts 
to  the  arrogant  fuperiority  which  they 
claimed  over  the  reft  of  mankind.  And 
the  Portuguefe,  though  milder  in  their 
government,  in  general  were  aftuated  by 
a  fimilar  difpofition.  The  French,  rifing 
from  a  il:ate  of  vafliilage  in  which  they 
had  hitherto  been  kept,  aimed,  though 
with  inconfideratenefs,  at  the  cftablifh- 
ment  of  freedom  ;  induftry  exerted  itfelf, 
as  they  emancipated  from  their  barons, 
but  their  dependence  was  too  rooted  to  be 
cafily  fhaken  off.  The  Germans,  long 
involved  in  bloody  contefts  with  each 
other,  and  fmarting  from  the  ftruggles 
betwixt   the   hierarchy   and   the  empire, 

were 
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were   yet   unfettled   amongft  themselves. 
Rude    and    uncivilized,    agriculture    and 
war  were   the  only  fcicnces  which  they 
•cultivated :     tranquillity    reigned    among 
them  but  at  times ;   they  yet,   however, 
were  formidable,  and  enjoyed  more  liberty 
than  their    neighbours.      The   Northern 
countries,    ftill    lefs    cultivated    than    the 
Germans,  experienced  all  the  evils  of  li- 
centious freedom  and  barbarity.     And  the 
Turks,    though    numerous  in    the    field, 
were  yet   unfettled  in   their  government. 
England  alone  of  all  the  European  powers 
feemed   to  polTefs    that  fpark  of  liberty, 
which,    however   difcordant   on    its   firft 
breaking  out,  was  finally  to  efFeduate  the 
downfall  of  oppreflion.    Its  nobles,  though 
daring,   were  indigent  and  illiterate ;   the 
fovereigns,  too  limited  in  their  authority, 
were  driven  by  neceffity  to  take  part  with 
the  body  of  their  fubjeds,  and  thus  by  a 
coalition  of  the  extremities  of  the  flate, 
B  4  that 
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that  conftitution  became  eflablifhed,  which 
fixed  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  a  Briton, 

In  this  fituation  was  Europe,  when  the 
Portuguefe,  aduated  by  a  fpirit  of  enter- 
prife,  and  headed  by  a  monarch  of  ability, 
formed  the  delign  of  extending  their  power 
to  the  Eaft.  Madeira  was  the  firft  of  their 
difcoveries  in  141 8,  and  the  Canary  iflands 
became  fubje(Cl  to  their  authority  in  1420, 
John  the  Second,  a  prince  fingularly  learn-f 
ed  for  the  days  in  which  he  lived,  and 
above  all,  intimately  acquainted  with  af- 
tronomy  and  navigation,  encouraged  this 
propenfity  amongft  his  people.  In  his 
reign  the  paflage  round  the  extremity  of 
Africa  was  firft  accomplifhed,  and  that 
too  under  difficulties,  which,  even  at  this 
time,  would  ftagger  the  refolution  of  the 
boideft  explorer.  Emanuel  adopted  the 
plan  which  had  been  purfued  by  his  pre- 
deceflbrs,  and  in  the  year  1497,  fitted  out 
the  firft  fleet  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  under 

the 
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the  command  of  Vafco  de  Gama,  which 
fortunately  arrived  there  after  a  voyage  of 
more  than  thirteen  months.  Gama,  on 
his  return  to  Liibon,  failed  not  to  boafl 
of  the  regions  he  had  vifitcd.  His  ac- 
counts flattered  the  ardour  of  his  country- 
men :  the  riches  he  had  feen  flimulated 
their  avarice,  and  the  profpecCt  they  had 
of  propagating  their  faith,  added  not  a 
little  to  the  inclination  which  they  al- 
ready had  conceived  for  an  eftablifhment 
in  the  Eafi. 

The  Pope,  the  univerfal  fovereign  of 
the  earth,  and  who  difpofed  of  kingdoms, 
either  known  or  yet  to  be  difcovered,  as 
if  they  had  all  been  hereditary  in  the 
church,  conferred  upon  them  the  coun- 
tries which  they  had  thus  brought  under 
his  jurifdidtion. 

Succefsful  in  thefe  their  firft  attempts, 
and  finding  the  nations  of  India  in  general 

tradable 


10  ANALYSIS    OF    INDIA. 

tradable  and  full  of  mildnefs,  the  Portu- 
guefe  wifely  fet  about  eftablifhing  a  fyf- 
tem  of  power  and  of  commerce  ;  and  for 
this  purpofe  pitching  upon  Alphonfo  Al- 
buquerque, the  moft  difcerning  of  thofe 
who  had  been  in  Alia,  appointed  him 
their  viceroy.  Albuquerque  accordingly 
failed  from  the  Tagus  with  a  conliderable 
armament  under  his  command,  and  after 
a  long  voyage  arrived  on  the  Malabar  fide 
of  India,  where  he  feized  upon  the  city 
and  country  of  Goa.  At  this  place  he 
planned  the  conducV  of  his  future  opera- 
tions. The  neceffity  of  deftroying  the 
trade,  carried  on  by  means  of  the  gulphs 
of  Perfia  and  Arabia,  was  the  firll  fubje6t 
which  engaged  his  confideration.  The 
Venetians,  he  faw,  were  entirely  to  be 
overfct,  or  the  grand  obje6l  of  his  miffion 
would  be  inevitably  fruftrated. 

Impreffed  with  an  idea  of  this  impor- 
tance,   Albuquerque   immediately   fet    to 

work. 
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work.  His  principal  force  he  turned  to- 
wards the  traffic  of  the  Arabian  giilph ; 
and  having  taken  effeilual  precautions  to 
prevent  the  pailage  of  any  veffel  into  the 
Indian  ocean,  he  next  fuccefsfully  turned 
his  arms  on  the  defencelefs  merchants 
who  vifited  the  Perfian  gulph,  and  carried 
on  that  commerce  which  had  hitherto  been 
advantageous  to  the  citizens  of  Conftanti- 
nople.  The  authority  of  his  fovereign  being 
thus  eftabUfhed  where  it  chiefly  was  re- 
quired, and  the  Malabar  coaft  of  India  be- 
ing likewife  fubjefted  to  his  power,  the 
ambition  of  the  viceroy  led  him  to  an  ex- 
tenfion  of  his  conquefts.  The  ifland  of 
Ceylon  firft  fubmitted  to  his  fword;  next 
the  country  of  Malacca,  whofe  principal 
port  was  at  that  time  the  mofl:  confiderable 
in  the  Eaft. 

From  this  place,  fo  happiliy  fituated  for 
the  trade  of  all  thofe  countries  which  lie 
to    the    eaftward    of   Hindoftan,    Albu- 
querque 
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querque  formed  the  defign  of  getting  a 
footing  in  the  dominions  of  the  Chinefe, 
and  accordingly  prevailed  upon  (lis  fove- 
reign  to  fend  an  ambaflador  to  the  mo- 
narcli  of  that  empire,  who  arrived  at 
Canton,  under  the  protection  of  a  formi- 
dable fquadron,  in  151 8. 

The  Chinefe,  a  people  as  induflrious  as 
they  are  civilized,  and  who,  without  the 
aid  of  adventitious  improvement,  have 
arrived  at  an  unparallelled  degree  of  per* 
fedlion,  both  in  their  laws  and  in  their 
cuftoms,  received  the  ambaflador  of  the 
Portuguefe  with  candid  and  unaffected 
demonfl:rations  of  kindnefs  and  refpeCt. 
The  ports  of  the  whole  empire  were 
opened  to  their  {hips.  The  natives  en- 
tered into  connexions  of  amity  with  the 
traders ;  and  their  eftablifhment  had  been 
certain,  had  not  licentioufnefs  and  rapa- 
city broke  loofe  amongft  them.  Being 
called  upon,  however,  to  afTift  tlie  forces 

of 
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of  the  emperor  againfl  a  pirate  who  in- 
fefted  his  coafls,  and  who  had  feized 
upon  the  ifland  of  Macao,  they,  in  concert 
with  the  Chinefe  fleet,  fo  effedually  de- 
flroyed  the  power  of  that  rebel,  that  the 
emperor  beftowed  upon  them  the  ifland 
of  Macao,  and  encouraged  them  to  build 
a  town,  which,  in  the  fequel,  became 
the  general  mart  of  their  Eafl:ern  com- 
merce. 

In  1542,  many  years  fubfequent  to 
this,  the  Portuguefe  being  driven  by  ad- 
verfe  winds,  into  unknown  feas,  difcovered 
the  important  ifland  of  Japan.  One  of  their 
veflels  was  accidentally  thrown  upon  its 
fhores,  and  in  fo  wretched  and  helplefs  a 
condition,  that  the  natives  with  impunity 
might  have  feized  upon  both  mariners 
and  {hip ;  but  humanity  and  hofpitality 
reigned  amongfl:  them  :  they  yielded  their 
afliflance  to  the  unfortunate  with  alacrity 
gnd  chearfulnefs  ;  and,  in  a  fliort  time, 

enabled 
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enabled  the  Portugncfe  to  return  to  their 
homes,  filled  with  admiration  at  the  re- 
ception they  had  met  with.  An  account 
of  this  occurrence  being  fpeedily  com- 
municated to  the  government  at  Goa, 
adventurers  of  all  denominations  crowded 
to  the  fhips,  which  were  immediately 
deftined  to  tranfport  a  colony  to  Japan, 
and  the  profit  of  their  fir  ft  voyage  amply 
repaid  them  for  the  rifque  and  the  expell- 
ees of  the  enterprife. 

With  advantages  like  thefe,  the  avarice 
and  ambition  of  the  Portuguefe  might 
certainly  have  been  fatisfied.  They  were 
mafters  of  the  gulphs  and  coafts  of  Perfia 
and  Arabia,  and  of  the  two  Peninfulas  of 
India.  They  poflefled  the  iflands  of  Cey- 
lon, Sunda,  and  Molucca,  while  their 
fettlement  at  Macao  infured  to  them  the 
commerce  of  China  and  Japan.  Through- 
out this  immenfe  tra£t,  the  will  of  the 
Portuguefe  was  the  fupreme  law  ;   earth 

and 
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and  fea  acknowledged  their  fovereignty. 
Even  Africa  afforded  them  an  empire,  of 
which  Mozambique  was  the  center. 

But  luxury  and  effeminacy  had  un- 
ftrung  the  nerves  of  the  defcendants  of 
the  conquerors  of  the  Eaft.  Diffipatioii 
and  extortion  had  rendered  them  deteft- 
able  amongft  the  natives,  over  whom  they 
tyrannized.  Religion  bathed  its  hands 
in  the  blood  of  all  who  were  unfriended 
and  unprote(9:ed ;  and  the  name  even  of 
juftice  had  vanifhed  from  the  land.  Thus 
abhorred  in  every  part,  and  wicked,  with- 
out fpirit  to  defend  their  wickednefs,  a 
combination  was  formed  againft  them. 
The  different  powers  of  India  leagued,  as 
in  a  common  caufe,  againft  fuch  monflers 
of  inhumanity  ;  and  in  that  fituation  held 
them,   when  the  Dutch    began  to   Ihew 

themfelves  in  the  feas  and  on  the  continent 
of  Afia. 

Philip 
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Philip  the  Second  of  Spain,  in  the  year 
1594,  having  annexed  to  his  already-con- 
fiderabJe  dominions  the  extenfive  country 
of  Portugal,  and  thereby  becoming  mafler 
of  the  fources  whence  Europe  was  fup- 
plied  with  wealth,  namely,  America  and 
the  Eaft,  vainly  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
hope  of  preventing  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  from  partaking  of  the  treafure. 
The  Dutch,  in  particular,  he  determined 
to  exclude.  Leagued  in  defence  of  their 
religious  and  political  rights,  and  embol- 
dened by  the  fuccefs  with  which  they 
had  almofl:  miraculoufly  been  crowned, 
the  Low  Countries  at  this  time  had  de- 
clared their  independency.  England  and 
France,  either  openly  or  in  fecret,  had 
granted  them  the  affiftance  they  flood  in 
need  of;  and,  in  fa£l:,  had  acknowledged 
them  the  free  and  independent  provinces 
of  the  Netherlands. 

Philip, 


A  >l  A  L  Y  S  I  S     OF     INDIA.  17 

Philip,  fmarting  from  the  failure  of 
every  fyflem  of  coercion  he  had  adopted, 
and  peculiarly  diftrefl'ed  at  his  hereditary  pa- 
trimony being  thus  difmembered  from  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  turned  the  whole  bent 
of  his  unrelenting  temper  towards'the  ruin 
of  a  people,  whom  his  barbarous  policy 
and  rigour  had  not  been  able  to  fubdue. 
To  this  end  he  forbad  an  intercourfe  be- 
twixt Holland  aad  the  Portuguefe. 

Deeply  engaged  in  a  commerce  which 
had  been  reciprocally  advantageous,  fo 
fudden  a  ftop  to  its  continuance  w-as 
unexpecled  and  diftreffing.  In  punifli- 
ing  the  Low  Countries,  Philip  unde- 
fignedly  involved  his  new  kingdom  in 
its  ruin.  Holland  rofe  from  the  tempo- 
rary loffes  it  fuftained  ;  but  Portugal, 
from  this  intemperate  exertion  of  the 
power  ot  its  prince,  never  recovered  the 
blow  which  it  received.  Deprived  of  the 
channel  which  had  heretofore  fupplied 
C  them 
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them  with  the  luxuries  of  the  Eafl:,  the 
Dutch  determined  to  feek  them  at  the 
fountain-head ;  and  to  this  end  fitted  out 
two  fmall  fleets,  which,  failing  in  dif- 
ferent years,  returned  with  fuch  unequi- 
vocal proofs  of  the  advantages  of  the 
fcheme,  that  the  States-General  united 
the  feveral  focieties  into  one  in  1602, 
under  the  name  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Com- 
pany. 

This  company  was  invefled  with  au- 
thority to  make  peace  or  war  with  the 
Eaftern  princes,  to  ere(5l  forts,  chufe  their 
own  governors,  maintain  garrifons,  and 
nominate  officers  for  the  condud  of  the 
police  and  the  adminiftration  of  julliice  ; 
and  in  reality,  according  to  fome  hifto- 
rians,  having  no  parallel  in  antiquity,  was 
the  pattern  of  all  fucceeding  focieties  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  commenced  with  ex- 
traordinary advantages. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Warwick,  foon  after  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Company,  received  the 
command  of  a  confiderable  fquadron,  with 
which  he  proceeded  to  the  Eaft ;  and 
there,  having  pitched  upon  the  ifland  of 
Java,  he  erected  a  fort  and  feveral  fadlo- 
ries,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  trade.  He  like- 
wife  conciliated  to  himfelf  the  friendfhip 
of  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  poten- 
tates of  Hindoftan. 

Abhorred  as  the  Portuguefe  w^re  by 
their  fubjeds  in  the  Eaft,  the  Dutch  had 
no  difficulty  in  acquiring  an  afcendancy 
over  them  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  na- 
tives ;  but  the  internal  ability  of  the  firfl 
difcoverers  was  flill  confiderable.  More- 
over, they  had  the  advantage  of  refources, 
for  which  the  Dutch  had  obflinately  to 
hght.  Transferred  from  the  fovereign  to 
the  fubjed,  a  violent  animofity  had  taken 
place  between  thefe  nations.  Portugal 
began  to  contend,  as  if  {he  had  originally 
C  2  been 
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been  concerned  in  the  tranfa^lions  of 
Spain  with-  the  United  Provinces  ;  and 
the  Dutch,  exafperated  at  her  condud', 
threatened  a  revenge  that  fhould  punifh 
her  for  her  interference.  A  bloody  war 
in  confequence  enfued,  and  ended  in  the 
everthrow  of  the  Portiiguefe  in  India. 

In  the  year  1624,  the  Hollanders  being 
invited  to  the  ifland  of  Formofi,  there 
formed  a  fettlement,  wdiich  fpeedily  arofe 
to  a  great  degree  of  opulence  ;  and  fome 
time  after  made  their  firfl:  voyages  to 
Japan,  where  the  fame  rancorous  hatred 
prevailed  againfl  the  Portuguefe  that 
reigned  almofl  indifcriminately  through- 
out the  Eaft.  Pliant,  wary,  and  atten- 
tive to  their  own  interefts,  the  Dutch 
readily  liflened  to  overtures  which  were 
made  them  by  the  Japanefe.  They  repre- 
fented  the  Portuguefe  as  the  moft  aban- 
doned and  profligate  of  men.  The  en- 
mity of  the  Japanefe  towards  them  they 

com- 
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commended  in  terms  calculated  to  fhevv 
the  warmth  and  dilintereflednefs  of  their 
zeal  ;  but  their  views  they  undeviatingly 
kept  fixed  upon  the  acquifition  of  an  efta- 
blifhment,  which,  with  all  their  art,  they 
never  were  able  to  accomplifh.  At  firfr, 
indeed,  having  ailifted  the  Japanefe,  not 
only  with  arms  and  ammunition,  but  with 
the  aid  of  their  troops,  againft  the  un- 
happy Chriftians  of  the  ifland,  they  ac- 
quired a  degree  of  credit  and  reputation 
which  gave  them  a  tolerable  footing  ;  but 
that  was  only  of  momentary  continu- 
ance. Three  years  had  fcarce  elapfed, 
when  they  were  reduced  to  the  loweft 
extremity  of  humiliation  and  contempt. 
The  Japanefe  confined  them  to  the  li- 
mits of  an  inconfiderable  iflot  :  where 
Gripping  them  of  their  rudder,  toge- 
ther with  their  guns,  and  every  kind  of 
offenfive  weapon,  they  enjoined  them  the 
perpetration  of  an  acl,  which  flaggers 
almoft  the  power  of  belief.  This  was  to 
abjure  the  principles  of  the Chriflian  faith; 
C  3  and. 
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and,  as  a  proof  of  their  apoftacy,  to  tram- 
ple over,  and  deride  a  reprefentation  of 
the  crucifix  of  their  Saviour.  How  tar 
neceflity  might  have  pleaded  for  their  ac- 
quiefcence  in  fo  horrible  a  fentence,  when 
it  was  firft  propounded,  is  a  difcuffion 
from  which  charity  prompts  us  to  for- 
bear ;  but  that,  from  a  principle  of  ava- 
rice, they  fhould  afterwards  perfevere  in 
it,  is  a  depravity  of  that  execrable  com- 
plexion, which  fhocks  every  principle  of 
reafon   and  humanity.      Such,   however, 

was  their  practice  at   the  period   wc   are 
reviewing,  and  fuch  it  is  at  this  moment, 

if  travellers  are  to  be  credited. 

Great  as  their  difappointment  unquef- 
tionably  was  in  being  excluded  from  an 
influence  in  the  government  of  Japan, 
the  Dutch  had  yet  other  refourccs,  which 
opened  to  them  a  vaft  and  inexhauflible 
fource  of  wealth.  Thefe  were  the  iflands 
of  Molucca,  which  they  wrefled  from  the 

Por- 
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Portuguefe  in  1627;  betides  the  iflands 
of  Celebes,  Timor,  and  a  communication 
which  they  opened  with  Borneo,  one  of 
the  largeft,  and  then,  indeed,  generally 
fuppofed,  the  largeft  ifland  in  the  world. 
Nor  were  they  inattentive  to  parts  which 
were  lituated  at  a  greater  diftance  :  fettle- 
ments  were  formed  on  Sumatra,  an  ifland 
abounding  with  gold,  tin,  and  pepper  ; 
but  not  very  well  known  excepting  on  its 
coafts.  A  trade  was  alfo  eftabliflied  at 
Siam,  and  fteps  were  taken -for  the  reduc- 
tion of  Malacca. 

Malacca,  as  we  have  already  reprefented, 
was  the  moft  confiderable commercial  town 
in  the  Eafl  ;  but  being  regularly  belieged, 
dnd  the  approaches  vigorcufly  fupported, 
it  was  at  length  carried  by  florm,  and  de- 
livered over  to  the  pillage  of  the  conque- 
rors. The  Dutch  being  thus  mafters  of 
Malacca,  they  wifely  drew  Into  tlieir 
power  a  command  of  the  two  only  flreights, 
C  4  which 
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which  were  then  known  for  the  admiflion 
of  Europeans  into  the  Eaftern  feas  of 
China  and  Japan.  Batavia,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  Java,  guarded  the  ftreigths  of 
Sunda ;  and  Malacca  pofleffed  the  exclufive 
navigation  of  a  channel,  on  the  fhores  of 
which  it  was  lo  admirably  placed,  and 
from  whence  it  derived  its  appellation. 

Not  fatisfied,  however,  with  acqui- 
fitions  fuch  as  thefe,  they  turned  their 
thoughts  towards  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
which  hath  formerly  been  mentioned, 
and  which  they  conquered  after  feveral 
engagements  with  the  Portugucfe  in 
1658.  This  was  their  great  objecl,  and 
that  which  coil  them  their  dearefl:  blood. 
Pofleffed  thus  of  the  Moluccas,  from 
whence  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs  are 
derived,  and  of  the  beautiful  and  exten- 
five  country  of  Ceylon,  which  yields  the 
fineft  cinnamon  in  the  world,  the  Dutch 
fecured  to  themfelves  a  trade,  which  hath 

ever 
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ever  (ince  proved  to  them  a  mine  of  un- 
failing and  fubflantial  riches. 

Their  fettlements,  Indeed,  on  the  coafl 
of  Coromandel,  viz.  Negapatnam,  taken 
from  the  Portuguefe  in  1658,  Sadrafpat- 
nam,  PuUicat,  and  BimUpatnam,  are  all 
of  but  inconfiderable  emolument  to  the 
Company;  nor  is  it  probable  that  their  trade 
on  the  Alalabar  fide  of  India  is  much  more 
advantageous.  Be  this  as  it  may,  in  the 
height  of  their  fuccefs,  they  began  a  fet- 
tlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  a 
place  fo  advantageoufly  fituated  for  fhips 
in  their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, and  abounding  fo  plentifully  in  every 
kind  of  animal  and  vegetable  refrelhment, 
that  it  may  with  juflice  be  looked  upon 
as  of  univerfal  benefit  to  the  commerce  of 
mankind. 

The  territory  adjoining  to  the  Cape,   at 
the  extremity   of  Africa,  was  originally 

pur- 
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purchafed  from  the  Hottentots  at  a  very 
inconfiderable  price ;  and  fo  mild  and  in- 
ofFenfive  have  that  extraordinary  race  of 
people  been  found,  that  many  families  of 
Dutch  planters  have  fettled  themfelves 
five  or  fix  hundred  miles  in  the  interior 
parts,  without  any  other  defence  than 
the  known  gentlenefs  and  humanity  of 
the  natives.  The  climate  of  the  Cape 
town,  though  as  variable  perhaps  as  any 
on  tlie  globe,  is  yet  temperate  and 
pure ;  and  the  vegetables,  fruits,  and 
every  fpecies  of  provifion,  which  it  luxu- 
riantly provides,  are  in  no  country  to  be 
furpafled.  Thefe  unufual  bleffings  of  na- 
ture have  made  the  Cape  the  general 
refort  of  fhips  of  all  nations  employed  in 
the  Indian  commerce.  Proceeding  to 
India,  they  pafs  the  promontory  of  Good 
Hope,  and  harbour  in  fafety  in  FalfeBay  ; 
and  on  their  return  from  that  country 
repafs  it,  and  anchor  in  Table  Bay.  In 
truth,    fo    happily  fituated  is   the  Cape, 

that 
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that  no  place  could  afford  fo  many  requi- 
fites  for  a  great  and  commercial  city,  were 
an  univerfal  traffic  to  India  permitted. 
The  Eaft,  in  fhort  voyages,  would  pour 
its  riches  into  its  lap  ;  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica would  again  purchafe  Afiatic  manu- 
fa6i:ures  ;  and  thus  a  conftant  intercourfe 
would  be  eftablifhed  with  the  different 
quarters  of  the  world. 

The  Dutch,  by  the  final  deftru^lion  of 
the  Portuguefe  confequence  in  Ceylon, 
having  acquired  a  complete  and  decifive 
afcendancy  over  them  in  every  part  of 
Afia,  cautioufly  adhered  to  the  firft  views 
which  had  led  them  to  the  Eaft  ;  and,  in 
a  fhort  time,  fo  increafed  the  principal  of 
their  original  ftock,  that  the  dividends 
made  by  the  proprietors  exceeded  the  moil 
fanguine  expectations.  Nor  did  their  go- 
vernments in  India,  all  fubordinate  to  a 
governor-general  and  fuperior  council  of 
Batavia,  relax  in  the  leafl  from  their  laud- 
able 
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able  inflitutions.  Batavia  kept  a  clofe 
and  watchful  eye  over  their  a6lions  ;  and, 
though  arbitrary  in  its  decrees,  ftill  kept 
the  property  of  its  conftituents  undiffi- 
pated,  and  prevented  the  rife  of  private 
fortunes,  on  the  ruin  of  public  welfare. 

Could  the  Company  have  continued  on 
this  folid  and  lafting  balls  of  good  govern- 
ment in  India,  their  profperity  would  have 
been  unrivalled,  and  their  influence  un- 
controulable  ;  but  an  oppofition  to  their 
power  at  an  end,  the  nev^er-failing  con- 
comitant of  riches  found  its  way  amongft 
them.  Abufe  glaringly  pervaded  every 
branch  of  their  adminiftration.  The  Com- 
pany became  negle6ted,  as  avaricious  ad- 
venturers were  entrufled  with  employs  ; 
and  a  period  was  thereby  put  to  a  career, 
which,  with  proper  management,  might 
have  infured  to  the  United  Provinces  an 
irrefiflible  afcendancy  in  the  dominion  of 
the  Eaft. 

Thus 
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Thus  having  gone  through  an  account 
of  the  eftabUfliments  of  the  Portuguefe 
and  Dutch  In  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  of  the  to- 
tal ruin  of  the  former,  and  of  the  evident 
declenfion  of  the  latter,  although  they  flill 
poflefs  the  conquefts  which  they  original- 
ly made,  we  fhall  next  proceed  to  the 
French,  who,  in  the  fequel,  will  he  found 
to  demand  our  peculiar  attention. 

The  firfl  armament  fitted  out  by  France 
for  the  Eaft  Indies  was  in  1535  ;  but  the 
officer  unto  whom  it  w^as  entrufted  meet- 
ing with  contrary  winds,  and  a  variety  of 
difafters,  was  driven  to  the  neceffity  of 
returning,  without  having  reached  the 
extremity  of  Africa.  Nor  did  the  French 
entertain  any  farther  thoughts  of  an  Eaf- 
tern  commerce  until  the  year  1601,  when 
two  fhips  were  fitted  out  by  a  fociety 
formed  at  Bretagne  ;  but  thefe,  likewife, 
meeting  with  misfortunes,  as  well  as 
three    other    equally    unimportant    fleets 

that 
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that  were   fitted  out  in   the  years  i6i6, 
1619,    and    1633,    all    hopes  of  it   were 
dropped,    and  nothing  more  was   under- 
taken till  the  year   1642,  when  a  fociety 
was  formed  to  make  a  conliderabie  fettle- 
ment  on  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar.     This 
ifland  had   been  frequently  vifited  by  the 
Europeans,  who  had  navigated  thofe  feas 
before  the  French,  and  by  them  had  been 
negle6ted  ;    but   the  French   expected  to 
reap  a  harveil  unthought  of  yet  by  others. 
The  event  was  uiipropitious  to  their  hopes. 
Their  capital  was  expended  in  the  under- 
taking, without  one  fingle  advantage  ac- 
cruing to  them   from  it.     At  length,   in 
1664,  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  and  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  Colbert,    a  company 
was  created  upon  the  model  of  the  Dutch. 
Still,  however,  they   perfevered  in  form- 
ing an  eftablilhment  at  Madagafcar,  and 
flill  encountered  difficulties  which  bafBcd 
all  their  fchemes.     The   refult  was,  the 
Jofs  of  a  confiderable  part  of  their  flock, 

and 
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and  the   total   reliiiqinfhment  of  a  plan, 
which  it  was  impolilble  to  accomplilh. 

Following  the  ileps,  therefore,   of  the 
other  powers  of  Europe,  they  failed  di- 
reclly  to  the  Eaft,  and  there  procured  the 
privilege  from  the  natives  of  ere<5ling  fac- 
tories for  the  protection  of  their  trade.   Su- 
rat  was  the  place  pitched  upon  for  the  cen- 
ter of  their  government  ;    but  the  fhores 
of  Guzarat  were  not  looked  upon  as  the 
moft  eligible  fituation.    Trincomallee,  one 
of  the  fined  harbours  in  the  world,  and 
formed  at  the  Northern  extremity  of  Cey- 
lon,  was  judicioufly  preferred  ;   but  there 
the  Dutch   were  jealous  of  a  neighbour. 
The  French  were  accordingly  repulfed  in 
an  attempt  they  made  upon  that  place. 
Nor  were  they  more   fortunate   in  endea- 
vouring to  keep  polTcdion  of  St.  Thome, 
on  the  Coromandel  coaft,  which  they  had 
"wrefted    from   the   Portuguefe.     Tlie   re- 
mains of  their  forces,  however,   enabled 
4  them 
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them  to  people  the  little  town  of  Pondi- 
cherry,  which  they  had  recently  acquired 
from  one  of  the  princes  of  the  country. 

Driven  from  the  obje(£ls  which  thus 
primarily  occupied  their  attention,  the 
French  next  attempted  to  form  fettle- 
ments  at  Siam,  Tonquin  and  Cochin  Chi- 
na ;  but  in  every  trial,  either  from  ill  ma- 
nagement, or  from  fome  other  caufe,  they 
met  with  the  moft  fingular  and  unexpedl- 
ed  oppolition  to  their  interefts.  Neither 
could  they  return  to  Surat,  where  they 
had  contra6ced  debts  which  they  were 
neither  willing  nor  able  to  difcharge. 
Pondicherry,  therefore,  became  the  only 
eftablhhment  which  eventually  could  be 
of  fervice  to  them  ;  but  this  alfo  was 
taken  from  them  by  the  Dutch ;  nor  was 
it  reftored  until  the  peace  o£  R)  fvvick. 

From   this    period,    therefore,    till   the 
year   1714,  the  French  acqiuicd  no  foot- 
ing 
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ing  whatfoever  in  the  Eaft.     The  Com- 
pany in  Europe  difpofed  of  their  exclufive 
charter  to  a  few  merchants  upon  very  mo- 
derate and  reafonable  terms  ;  nor  did  the 
purchafers  profit  by  it,  although  their  fyf- 
tem  was  confined  to  trade.   Notwithfland- 
ing  all  thefe  accidents,  and  the  impove- 
rilhed  ftate  of  their  finances,  the  Company 
again  folicited  and  obtained  a  charter  for 
ten  years.     Their  profpedls  now,  indeed, 
began  to  brighten  in  the  Eaft.     The  cabi- 
net of  Verfailles  wifely  granted  them  ef- 
fectual fupport ;   and  the  governor  whom 
they  appointed,  faithfully  and  profitably 
dilcharged  the  duties  of  his  truft. 

Anterior  to  the  time  of  which  we  are 
now  treating,  the  ifland  of  Bourbon,  ori- 
ginally difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe, 
ferved  as  a  place  of  afylum  for  fome 
Frenchmen  who  had  been  part  of  the 
colony  fettled  at  Madagafcar  ;  this  was 
in  1665  :  but  Bourbon  affording  no 
D  (helter, 
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fhelter  whatever  for  a  fleet,  the  Compa- 
ny determined  to  take  advantage  of  the 
neighbournig  ifland  of  Mauritius,  and 
there  eftablifhed  a  colony  in  1720.  The 
ifles  of  France,  as  they  are  in  general  cal- 
led, have  univerfally  been  confidered  as 
one  of  the  greateft  acquifitions  that  hath 
been  made  by  any  European  power  in  In- 
dia. They  are  looked  upon  as  an  admira- 
ble nurfery  for  troops  ;  and  to  be  fo  for- 
tunately fituated,  as  to  infure  to  the  pof- 
feflbrs  not  only  excellent  harbours  for 
their  (hipping,  but  likewife  abundance  of 
conveniences  for  magazines,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  military  purpofes.  But  may  it 
not  with  propriety  be  afked,  if  India  is 
the  field  of  adion,  why  keep  the  power 
of  the  fword  at  fo  confiderable  a  diflance  ? 
Mauritius  from  Hindoflan  is  at  leaft  a 
two-months  voyage.  Neither  is  its  cli- 
mate in  any  refped:  more  falubrious  than 
that  of  India.  Moreover,  the  expences 
attendant  upon  it  are  unavoidably  great ; 

nor 
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nor  is  there  any  one  fingle  article  which 
it  produces  that  can  poffibly  reimburfe 
the  charges  it  muft  neceffarily  occa- 
lion.  Had  it  been  conceived  of  impor- 
tance, the  Portuguefe  or  Dutch  would 
undoubtedly  have  kept  it  in  the  days  of 
their  profperity  in  the  Eafl ;  but  they 
looked  upon  it  as  unworthy  of  their  no- 
tice. Their  power  they  thought  of  more 
utility  when  ready  on  the  fpot ;  and,  per- 
haps, it  had  been  better  for  the  French 
if  they  had  followed  their  example. 

From  the  year  1735,  therefore,  when 
La  Bourdonnois  was  fent  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  French  iflands,  the  affairs  of 
the  French  became  fo  intimately  blended 
with  thofe  of  the  Englifli,  that  we  fhall 
defer  a  continuance  of  our  narrative  of  the 
French  tranfadtions,  until  we  (hall  have 
briefly  related  fome  of  thofe  of  the  Eng- 
lifli,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  their 
rivallhip  with  the  French  in  India. 

D  2  BOOK 


36  ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA 


BOOK        II. 

At  Is  a  matter  that  would  be  of  no  ma- 
terial confequence  to  our  prefent  purpofe 
to  inveftigate  the  caufes  which  a£luated 
the  firft  adventurers  among  the  Englifh, 
or  to  follow  them,  ftep  by  ftep,  in  the  ma- 
ny voyages  they  undertook  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that  at 
that  period  they  began  to  build  their  own 
fhips  ;  that  they  were  the  only  perfons 
who  traded  to  Mufcovy  by  the  way  of 
Archangel  ;  that  they  carried  on  a  trade 
with  Turkey  ;  that  they  made  many  at- 
tempts to  difcover  a  paflage  to  India  by 
the  Northern  feas  ;  and  at  length,  that 
Drake,  Stevens,  Cavendifli,  and  fome 
others,  reached  that  place,  fome  by  the 
South  Sea,  and  others  by  doubling  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The 
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The  fuccefs  of  thefe  voyages  was  fuffi- 
cieut  to  determine  fome  confiderable  mer- 
chants in  London  to  eftablifli  a  Company 
in  the  year  1600,  which  obtained  an  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  trading  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies. As  in  all  undertakings  the  fears  of 
the  majority  of  mankind  preponderate 
over  their  hopes,  fo  on  the  formation  of 
this  Company,  the  apprehenfion  of  long 
voyages  and  of  uncertain  returns  made  the 
fubfcription  lefs  than  the  exigencies  of 
the  plan  feemed  indifpenfably  to  require. 
The  unneceffary  expences  of  the  fleet 
likewifc  diffipated  a  fum,  which  fhould 
have  been  appropriated  to  trade.  In  fhort, 
the  defeats  of  the  inftltution  were  fo  pal- 
pable, that  nothing  but  a  moft  fortunate 
concurrence  of  events  could  have  rendered 
it  either  of  advantage  to  individuals,  or 
of  credit  to  the  community  at  large. 

Delirous  of  forming  fome  fettlements 

in    India    to    perpetuate   the   advantages 

D  3  which 


j8  ANALYSIS    OF     INDIA. 

which  their  firft  returns  gave  them  rea- 
fon  to  expedl,    they  embraced  the  moft 
early  opportunity  of  gaining  the  permif- 
fion  of  the  natives  for  fo  defirable  an  end. 
They  did  not  endeavour  to  eftabUfh  them- 
felves    by    conquefts  :    their   expeditions 
were  nothing  more  than   the  enterprifes 
of  humane  and  equitable  traders.     They 
made  themfelves  beloved ;  yet  they  were 
enabled   to  ere<£l  but  few  factories,    and 
thofe  even  fuch  as  could  not  refill  the  at- 
tacks of  their  rivals,  who  were  formida- 
ble,  and  who  were  in  poffeffion  of  large 
provinces,  well  fortified  places,   and  good 
harbours. 

By  their  adivity,  perfeverance,  and  ju- 
dicious choice  of  officers,  they,  however, 
foon  erecled  forts,  and  founded  colonies 
in  fome  of  the  Eaftern  iflands,  and  there- 
by fliared  in  the  fpice  trade  with  the 
Dutch.  This  nation,  who  had  already 
driven   the   Portuguefe    from    the   Spice 

iflands, 
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iflands,  determined  not  to  fufFer  a  people 
to  fettle  there,  whofe  maritime  force,  cha- 
ra£ler  and  government  would  make  them 
mofl  dangerous  rivals.  Every  expedient 
was  therefore  tried  to  difpoffefs  them ; 
craft  and  treachery  fucceeded  open  vio- 
lence, and,  in  fhort,  all  India  became  a 
fcene  of  the  mofl  bloody  and  obftinate  en- 
terprizes  from  this  commercial  jealoufy. 
Equal  courage  appeared  on  either  fide, 
but  there  was  a  difparity  in  their  forces ; 
and  the  Englifti  were  on  the  point  of 
finking,  when  fome  moderate  people  in 
Europe  adopted  a  plan,  which,  for  the 
time,  accommodated  their  differences,  and 
gave  the  produce  of  fome  of  the  iflands 
to  the  nations  in  common. 

This  extraordinary  convention,  how- 
ever, met  with  the  fate  which  might  have 
been  expeded  from  it.  The  Dutch,  when 
informed  of  it  in  India,  fhook  off  the 
ihackles  that  were  thus  impofed  upon 
D  4  th^c 
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their  iniquitous  dealings  by  their  confli- 
tuents,  and  contumacioufly  exerted  all 
their  powers  to  render  it  abortive.  One 
inftance  of  which  is  fufficient  to  (hew  the 
fpirit  with  which  all  the  reft  were  ac- 
complifhed.  This  was  the  maflacre  at 
Amboyna  ;  a  (hocking  {lain  in  the  annals 
of  a  civilized  nation,  and  one  which  it 
will  never  be  able  to  expunge  ! 

Though  in  one  part  unfuccefsful,  the 
Englifh  were  yet  more  fortunate  in  others. 
Factories  were  foon  eftablifhed  at  Mazu- 
lipatam,  Calicut,  and  feveral  other  ports, 
and  even  at  Dehli ;  and  in  the  year  1612, 
after  hard  flruggles  with  the  Portuguefe, 
they  at  length  eftablifhed  themfelves  at 
Surat.  Nor  were  they  inattentive  to  the 
trade  of  Perfia ;  for  having  joined  their 
forces  to  thofe  of  Shaw-Abbas  the  Great, 
they  drove  the  Portuguefe  out  of  Ormus 
in  1622  ;  and,  in  return,  had  an  exemp- 
tion granted  them  by  Shaw-Abbas  of  all 

duties 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA-  41 

duties  on  fuch  goods  as  they  might  im- 
port at  Bunder  AbalTi,  the  harbour  of 
Gombroon. 

The  more  fortunate  the  Dutch  were, 
in  their  commercial  dealings  with  the  na- 
tives of  Hindoftan,  the  more  alive  were 
their  apprehenfions  on  the  fcore  of  intereft. 
The  fmalleft  profpe£l  of  advantage  which 
the  Englifh  acquired^  attracted  the  jealoufy 
of  thefe  Republicans.  Though  mailers 
of  the  fpice  trade,  they  yet  could  not  view 
the  tranfa£lions  in  the  gulph  of  Perfia 
without  manifefl  tokens  of  difpleafure, 
A  frefli  competition  accordingly  began, 
and  continued  with  a  virulence  and  ani- 
molity  that  threatened  ruin  in  its  con- 
fequencees. 

Involved  in  a  complication  of  diftrefs, 
and  drooping  under  the  prcflure  of  civil 
and  religious  difcord,  which  then  unhap- 
pily tainted  the  very  vitals  of  the  Engllfh 

con- 
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conftitution,  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany could  exert  but  feeble  efforts  in 
fuppoi't  of  the  pretenfions  which  they 
claimed  to  the  commerce  of  the  Eaft. 
Public  misfortune  overwhelmed  the  fmall 
ipark  of  induftry  which  was  left.  Traffic 
fled  to  countries  lefs  fanatical  and  dif- 
tradled.  The  India  Company  fuffered  in 
the  general  wreck,  and  in  that  {ituation 
was  feen  proftrate  ;  ^hen  defperate  poli- 
tics led  an  infatuated  people  to  the  unpa- 
rallelled  clS:  of  fhedduig  the  blood  of  thei^ 
mifguided  fovereign. 

Cromwell,  great  and  decifive  in  all  his 
undertakings,  had  long  been  difpleafed 
with  the  conduft  of  the  Hollanders ;  hav- 
ing foon,  therefore,  found  reafons  to  pro- 
ceed offenfively  againft  them,  he  did  not 
delay  a  declaration  of  war.  A  pacifica- 
tion, however,  (hortly  took  place.  The 
malTacre  at  Amboyna  was  difavowed. 
He  procured  an  indemnification  for  the 
2  defcen- 
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defcendants  of  the  unhappy  vidims  who 
periftied  in  that  dreadful  tranfadion,  and 
then  renewed  the  privileges  of  the  Englifh 
Company,  anno  1657. 

Thus  fupported  at  home,  their  fuccefs 
abroad  became  confiderable  ;  and  nothing 
was  wanting,  according  to  the  notion  of 
thofe  days,  to  compleat  their  fuccefs,  but 
an  entrance  into  Japan,  which  they  at- 
tempted. Here,  however,  they  failed. 
The  Dutch  had  told  the  Japanefe,  that 
the  king  of  the  New  Comers  had  married 
a  daughter  of  the  king  of  the  Portuguefe, 
a  nation  which  they  abhorred;  and  ad- 
mittance in  confequence  was  refufed  to 
the  Englifli. 

Severe  as  this  difappointment  was'  to 
the  Company,  they  yet  found  themfelves 
rifing  from  a  ftate  of  indigence,  to  one  of 
affluence  and  credit.  Their  dividends  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  and  every  thing  pro- 
mi  fed 
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mifed  fair  for  a  continuance  of  fucccfs ; 
but  their  progrefs  was  too  rapid  to  be  re- 
garded without  envy,  and  without  a  gene- 
ral defire  for  a  participation  of  the  benefits 
they  poflefled.  A  new  body  flarted  up  in 
oppofition  ;  and  in  confequence  of  a  fum 
of  money,  a  bribe,  which  Charles  the 
^  Second  was  never  able  to  withftand,  they 
procured  from  him  a  charter,  inverting 
them  with  powers  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
had  been  granted  by  his  predeceiTors,  ex- 
clufively  to  the  old  fociety  at  Its  inflitu- 
tion. 

A  competition  of  this  nature  could  not 
be  otherwife  than  replete  with  the  moft 
fatal  confequences.  The  two  companies 
becoming  enemies  to  each  other,  carried 
on  their  difputes  with  a  fpirit  of  rancour 
and  animofity,  which  fpeedily  lowered 
them  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Afia. 
Thefe  diffentions  were  not  confined  to 
India  only,  they  feized  the  minds  of  men 

in 
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in  Europe.  At  laft,  the  two  focieties 
made  advances  towards  a  reconciliation, 
and  united  their  funds  in  1^02.  From 
this  period  the  affairs  of  the  Company 
were  carried  on  with  greater  propriety, 
prudence,  and  dignity. 

From  this  aera,  therefore,  until  the  year 
1 744,  when  a  new  war  was  kindled  be- 
tween France  and  England,  nothing  of 
any  material  confequence  happened  in  the 
Eaft.  Then,  indeed,  the  mofl  diftant 
corners  of  the  globe  beheld  the  amazing 
flruggles  of  thefe  rival  nations.  India,  in 
particular,  became  the  theatre  of  a  long 
and  bloody  war  ;  the  confequences  of 
which  form  the  immediate  objed  of  our 
prefent  enquiry. 

In  treating  of  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic, 
with  which  we  fhall  begin,  it  might  be 
fufficient  to  commence  at  that  period 
when  the  prefent  Nabob,  Mahomet-Ally- 

Cawn, 
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Cawn,  afcended  the  Mufnud  of  that  coun- 
try ;  but  as  fome  few  circumflances  of 
moment  immediately  preceded  his  accef- 
fion  to  the  government,  we  ihall  briefly 
obferve,  that  on  the  death  of  Subdter-Ally- 
Cawn,  reigning  Nabob  of  Arcot  (mur- 
dered mofl  treacheroufly  by  Moortiz-Ally- 
Cawn,  Kellidar  of  Vellore,  his  own  near 
relation  ;)  Coja-Abdulla-Cawn  was  ap- 
pointed by  Nizam-Ul-Mulc,  who  came 
into  the  Carnatic  immediately  on  that 
event,  to  fucceed  him  in  that  govern- 
ment ;  but  he  being  alfo  carried  ofF  in  an 
apoplectic  fit  the  day  after  his  invefliture, 
(though  a  year  and  a  half  had  elapfed  from 
his  nomination)  a  new  appointment  took 
place  in  favour  of  Anawer-Odean-Cawn, 
the  father  of  the  prefent  Nabob,  and  at 
that  time  Nabob  of  Hydrabad. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Ar- 
cot having  for  years  been  accuftomed  to 
the  government  of  the  family  of  Subdter- . 

Ally- 
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Ally-Cawn,  were  diflatisfied  on  hearing 
of  the  appointment  of  Anawer-Odean- 
Cavvn  ;  and  the  more  efpecially,  as  a  fon 
of  Subdter-Ally-Cawn,  a  minor,  was  then 
living.  Petitions  and  remonftrances  ac- 
cordingly flew  in  from  all  quarters  to  the 
Soubahdar,  who,  to  appeafe  the  ill  hu- 
mour of  the  people,  annulled  the  appoint- 
ment of  Anawer-Odean-Cawn  ;  leaving 
him,  however,  in  fa(fl,  the  fole  executive 
and  deliberative  authority,  as  regent  of  the 
province,  and  guardian  of  the  young  Siyed- 
Mahomed-Cawn,  (the  infant  fon)  whom 
he  proclaimed  governor  of  the  Phoufdary 
of  Arcot  *. 

*  Mr.  Orme,  and  other  writers,  who  are  in  general 
followed  in  the  text,  have  been  mifled  in  their  accounts 
of  this  event.  Anawer-Odean-Cawn's  appointment 
was  never  annulled  ;  nor  was  Siyed-Mahomed-Cawn 
ever  proclaimed  the  governor  of  Arcot.  The  fa6l  is, 
Nizam-Ul-Mulc,  on  appointing  Anawer-Odean-Cawn 
his  deputy  in  the  Carnatic,  confided  to  him  at  the  fame 
time,  the  perfon,  family,  and  Jagheirs  of  Siyed-Ma- 
homed-Cawn. A  revocation  of  Anawer's  commilTion 
never  took  place. 

Fate, 
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Fate,  however,  feemed  determined  to 
uphold  a  fanguinary  warfare  with  the 
whole  race  of  Subdter-Ally-Cawn.  Affaf- 
finations  ftill  were  prevalent  in  Hindoftan. 
The  horror  and  obloquy  which,  in  other 
countries,  are  attendant  upon  fo  daftardly 
a  blow,  were  here  forgotten  in  the  fre- 
quency of  the  a6t ;  iror  did  the  death  of 
the  young  Si}^d,  butchered  fhortly  after 
at  an  entertainment  of  one  of  his  friends^ 
affect,  more  than  momentarily,  the 
minds  even  of  thofe  whofe  voices  had 
been  loud  in  foliciting  his  appointment  to 
the  Soubahdary. 

Sufpicion,  however,  was  not  idle  in  her 
conjectures ;  and  the  guilt  was  alternately 
placed  upon  Moortiz-Ally-Cawn,  whom 
we  have  before  mentioned,  and  upon  An- 
awer-Odean-Cawn.  On  the  former,  from 
his  bad  charader,  his  fudden  flight  from 
Arcot,  where  the  murder  was  committed, 
to  his  own  fortrefs  of  Vellore,  and  from 

his 
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his  avowed  ambitious  defign  of  riiing  to 
the  Mufnud ;  and  on  the  latter,  from  the 
certainty  it  gave  him  of  a  permanency  in 
the  Nabobfliip. 

A  deed  fo  atrocious  long  remained  in 
doubt  ;  but  late  difcoveries  have  indlfpu- 
tably  proved,  that  the  Patan  captain,  and 
his  followers,  who  perpetrated  the  deed, 
were  inftigated  by  no  other  motives  than 
thofe  of  immediate  perfonal  revenge. 

In  this  manner  flood  the  governments 
of  the  Soubahdary  of  the  Decan.  Nizam- 
Ul-Mulc  poffefled  the  lupreme  authority, 
as  viceroy  of  the  emperor  of  Hindoftan  ; 
and  Anawer-Odean-Cawn  ruled  over  the 
province  of  Arcot  as  his  deputy. 

Long  diflraded   by   intefline   fa6lions, 

the  extenfive  empire  of  the  Moguls  was  at 

this  time  haftening,  with  the  quickeft  im- 

petuofity,  to  that  point  of  declenfion  from 

E  whence 
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whence  it  was  never  more  to  rife.  The 
foundation  of  fo  mighty  a  ftrudlure  being 
fapped,  every  day  faw  fome  part  or  other 
crumbling  to  deftrudicn.  Already  had 
the  Soubahdars  fhook  off  their  allegiance 
to  their  fovereign  (the  A^ogul)  in  every 
thing  but  form  ;  it  remained,  therefore, 
for  the  Nabobs  fimply  to  follow  the  paths 
fo  fuccefsfully  trodden  by  their  fuperiors. 
One  innovation  in  a  fyftem  is  quickly 
fucceeded  by  another  ;  nor  does  the  evil 
flop,  until  the  whole  fabric  is  involved  in 
one  general  ruin. 

Nizam-Ul-Mulc,  fome  time  before  the 
period  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  faw 
clearly  the  independent  views  of  the  Na-  , 
bobs  of  Arcot.  They  had  long  withheld 
the  revenue  which,  according  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  empire,  fhould  have  come 
into  his  treafury  ;  nor  had  he  a  profpedt 
of  their  ever  returning  to  their  duty,  while 
a  long-eflabHflied  family,  fuch  as  that  of 

Subdter 
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Subdter-Ally-Cawn,  remained  in  poffeffion 
of  the  government. 

A  ferious  enmity  had  on  this  account 
fubfifted  for  years  between  the  two  Dur- 
bars ;  nor  did  Nizam-Ul-Mulc  refrain 
altogether  from  coercive  meafures.  His 
army  he  frequently  ordered  into  the  field  ; 
and  the  bordering  Mahrattoes,  through 
his  means,  as  regularly  rufhed  into  the 
Carnatic,  and  thereby  difturbed  the  peace 
of  the  government  of  Subdter-Ally. 

At  the  acceflion  of  Anawer-Odean-Cawn 
to  the  Mufnud  of  Arcot,  Huflain-Doafl: 
Cawn,  commonly  called  Chunda-Saheb, 
a  foldier  of  reputation  and  of  fortune,  who 
had  got  poflefTion  of  Trichinopoly  by 
treachery  fome  years  before,  and  who 
afterwards  cut  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the 
tranfadions  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
was  a  ftate  prifoner  at  Satarrah,  the  capital 
of  the  Mahrattah  empire,  whither  he  had 
E  2  been 
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been  carried  by  Morarirow,  who  had  difpof- 
fefled  him  of  Trichinopoly,  after  a  long 
and  bloody  liege. 

The  origin  of  the  Mahrattahs,  and  the 
particulars  of  their  ftory,  fhall  be  fully 
detailed  hereafter.  Suffice  it  here,  that 
the  chout  or  tribute  which  they  demand 
of  the  different  potentates  of  Hindoftan, 
has  been  arbitrarily  eftablifhed  by  them- 
felves,  and  fixed  as  a  permanent  annual 
tribute.  This  they  frequently,  from  de- 
iign,  allow  to  run  in  arrear,  and  thereby 
keep  up  an  unremitted  claim,  which  they 
urge,  as  their  neceflitieiS  or  circumflances 
happen  to  require.  When  they  arc,  there- 
fore, brought  to  demand  this  chout,  they 
are  never  fatisfied,  as  naturally  may  be 
fuppofed,  with  the  fum  which  is  fimply 
owing  to  them  by  the  province.  They 
know  full  well  that  they  can  acquire 
it  only  through  the  medium  of  fear ; 
and,     therefore,    with   fword    in    hand, 

and 
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and  attended  by  fire  and  devaftatlon,  they 
levy  fuch  contribution,  on  both  prince  and 
country,  as  their  unbounded  rapacity  lea^s 
them  to  defire.  More  of  this,  however,  in 
the  fequel. 

Some  time  before  the  appointment  of 
Anawer-Odean-Cawn,  the  French  and 
the  Englifh  had  committed  many  a6ts  of 
hojftihty  againft  each  other  In  the  Eafl 
Indies.  Both  nations  had  fquadrons  in 
thofe  feas.  Pondicherry  had  been  ineffec- 
tually befieged  by  Admiral  Bofcawen  on 
the  one  fide,  and  Madras  had  been  taken 
in  1746  by  Monf.  La  Bourdannois,  whom 
we  have  already  mentioned,  on  the  other. 
How  far  rumour  is  to  be  depended  on,  it 
is  not  our  province  to  determine;  but  thus 
far  the  French  declare,  that  until  the 
taking  of  Madras,  Anawer-Odean-Cawn, 
agreeably  to  the  true  Ipirit  of  Afiatic  po- 
litics, wavered  between  the  contending 
powers.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  cer- 
E  3  tain 
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tain  that  he  foon  became  more  decided, 
and  took  a  fteady  line  in  favour  of  the 
Engliih  :  that  he  affifted  them  with  troops 
againft  the  French  ;  and  that  his  eldeft 
fon,  Mauphuz-Cawn,  attacked  the  French 
forces  at  Madras,  and  at  St.  Thome,  du- 
ring the  fiege  of  Madras,  although  he 
came  off  with  ferious  loffes  in  both  engage- 
ments. 

Dupleix,  who  was  at  this  time  in  the 
government  of  Pondicherry,  and  who  had 
long  fludied  the  characters  of  the  different 
courts  of  Hindoftan,  their  intrigues  and 
their  various  interefts,  was  the  firft  man 
of  the  two  European  nations,  who  con- 
ceived hopes  of  extending  the  advantage 
of  his  employers,  by  taking  a  lead  in  the 
politics  of  the  country.  By  clofe  atten- 
tion, he  had  acquired  fo  perfe£l  a  know- 
ledge of  all  their  views  and  connexions, 
that  he  was  convinced  it  would  be  in  his 
power,   with  the  aid  of  the  troops  which 

had 
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had  been  brought  to  Pondicherry  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  to  attain  at  leaft  a  prin- 
cipal influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  De- 
can  ; — very  poffibly  to  manage  them  as  he 
pleafed.  His  daring  fpirit,  which  promp- 
ted him  to  great  attempts,  gave  additional 
ftrength  to  thefe  reflexions  ;  and  an  op- 
portunity foon  offered  for  carrying  his 
project  into  execution. 

The  politic  NIzam-Ul-Mulc,  Soubahdar 
of  the  Decan,  was  now  no  more  *.  His 
prudence  and  talents  had  kept  that  part  of 

*  This  prince  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of 
Samarcund.  He  was  appointed  to  the  viceroyalty  of 
the  Decan  in  the  year  17 13.  The  Soubahdaries  of 
Malwa,  Owd,  Bijapore,  and  Decan,  had  been  at  diiFerent 
periods  invefted  in  his  Predeceflbrs.  He  himfelf  was  at 
one  time  pofTefTed  of  the  high  office  of  Vizier  of  the 
empire,  together  with  the  governments  of  Decan,  Gu- 
zurat,  and  Malwa.  Nadir  Shaw,  on  his  conqueft  of 
Hindoftan,  manifefted  a  peculiar  attachment  to  him ; 
and  appointed  him,  in  addition  to  his  other  dignities, 
to  the  office  of  Ummear-Ul-Umrah,  or  captain  general 
of  the  Imperial  armies.  He  died  in  the  year  of  the 
Higeira  1161  or  1748. 

E  4  India, 
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India,  over  which  he  ruled,  in  aflourifliing 
flate.  It  was  now  doomed  to  experience 
all  the  horrors  and  mifery  of  civil  w"ar. 
On  the  death  of  this  great  prince,  his 
eldeft  fon,  Gazoe  Deen-Cawn,  was  at 
Dehli,  where,  in  addition  to  his  appoint- 
ment of  commander  in  chief  of  the  Mo- 
gul's army,  he  held  fome  of  the  firll: 
civil  offices  of  fehe  empire.  His  abfence, 
however,  wasprodudlivecf  the  mofl:  dread- 
ful calamities  to  his  country.  Though 
known  to  be  appointed  fucceflbr  to  his 
father,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  held  the 
whole  executive  authority  of  his  fovereign 
in  his  hands,  yet  fo  infatuated  were  his 
own  brother  and  his  nephew  with  the 
wild  fuggeftions  of  ambition,  that,  neg- 
Ie6tful  of  his  right,  and  inattentive  to 
their  own  fafety,  they  fet  up  claims  of 
fovereignty  in  the  Decan,  and  rebellioufly 
difputed  the  government  of  a  country,  in 
which  they  could  be  confidered  in  no  other 
light   than   that  of  fubjeds   to    one  and 

the  fame  mafter. 

From 
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From  this  contention,  therefore,  Du- 
pleix  expected  to  reap  the  ampleft  harvefl. 
Either  party  he  was  covinced  would 
gladly  embrace  an  offer  of  European  af- 
liflance ;  nor  was  he  without  hopes, 
that,  in  the  end,  fome  happy  exertion, 
might  throw  the  whole  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  under  the  control  of  the  French 
gov^ernment. 

Muzzuffer-Jung,  the  nephew,  at  this 
time  joined  by  Chunda-Saheb,  who  had 
been  reftored  to  his  liberty,  implored  the 
afiiftance  of  the  French  ;  and,  in  return, 
promifed  Dupleix  every  thing  that  the 
moil  ardent  ambition  could  defire.  Nei- 
ther was  Dulpleix  backward  in  compli- 
ance. It  was  a  point  of  no  confideration 
w4th  him,  which  of  the  competitors  was 
right.  His  aim  was  dominion  ;  and  by 
w^iatever  mode  acquired,  it  was  alike  in- 
different, fo  that  his  darling  purpofe  was 
ultimately  anfwered.     In  the  courfeof  the 

agree- 
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agreement  finally  determined  on  between- 
thefe  daring  men,  the  province  of  Arcot 
was  allotted  to  Chunda-Saheb,  their  mu- 
tual friend,  with  the  title  of  Nabob  ;  and 
faneds  were  accordingly  granted  him  by 
MuzzufFer-Jung,  with  all  the  form  and 
official  {lamp  of  the  Soubahdary  of  the 
Decan. 

A nawer-Odean-Cawn,  peaceably  in  pof- 
feflion  of  a  government  to  which  he  had 
been  legally  appointed  by  Nizam-Ul-Mulc, 
was  afloniflied  at  the  appearance  of  a  com- 
petitor ;  and  one  with  no  better  preten- 
fions  than  the  nomination  of  an  ufurper, 
as  yet  even  unfettled  himfelf  in  the  autho- 
rity to  which  he  rebellioufly  afpired. 
The  juftlce  of  his  caufe  did  not,  however, 
make  Anawer-Odean-Cawn  inattentive  to 
thofe  means  which  alone  could  fecure 
him  againft  the  combination  of  his  ene- 
mies. From  the  favours  which  he  had 
already  conferred   upon  the  Englifh,    he 

had 
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had  good  reafoii  to  fuppofe  thej  would 
not  refufe  him  their  warmeft  affiftance. 
Nor  was  he  fo  bad  a  pohtician  as  not 
to  perceive,  that  felf-prelerv'ation  alone 
would  naturally  incline  them  to  join  in 
a  cauTe,  with  which  their  own  fafety  was 
materially  conne£lcd.  The  event  anfwered 
his  expedlations. 

Thus  was  ther^  an  alliance  formed  by 
him  and  the  Englifli  againft  MuzzufFer- 
Jung,  nominal  Soubahdar  of  the  Decan, 
Chunda-Saheb,  nominal  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
and  the  French,  under  the  government  of 
Dupleix. 

Nafu'-Jung,  fecond  fon  of  the  de- 
ceafed  Nizam-Ul-Mulc,  and  brother  of 
Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn,  was  rtill  at  Aurun- 
gabad,  the  capital  of  the  Decan,  endea- 
vouring, in  defiance  of  his  brother's  right 
of  primogeniture,  and  even  of  his  fub- 
2  fequent 
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fequent  appointment,  to  eftablifh  himfelf 
in  the  Soubahfhip  of  the  Decan.  His  ad- 
herents were  ftill  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
MuzzufFer-Jung  *. 

Led  on  by  thefe  motives,  the  objects  of 
contention  witii  the  different  parties  were 
certainly  of  thefirft  magnitude.  Each  could 
bring  coniiderable  aid  in  fupport  of  his 
cauie.  Their  powers  were  extenfive;  and 
the  whole  empire  of  Hindoflan  was  likely 
to  be  agitated  in  the  confli6l.  Nafir-Jung 
and  Muzzuffer-Jung,  in  rebellious  oppo- 
fition  to  their  lawful  prince,  ftruggled 
againfl  each  other  for  the  Soubahdaryof  the 

*  Nafir-Jung  had,  during  the  life  of  his  father,  ma- 
nifefted  a  like  ambitious  difpofition,  Nizain-Ul-Mulc 
had  left  him  his  naib,  or  deputy,  during  a  vifit  he  had 
made  to  Dehli.  Nafir-Jung  feized  on  the  occaCon, 
and  proclaimed  himfelf  independent.  The  old  prince 
was  in  confequence  obliged  to  quit  Dehli  with  preci- 
pitation. He  came  up  with  his  fon  near  Aurungabad, 
and  an  engagement  enfued.  Nafir-Jung  was  defeated, 
wounded  in  feveral  places,  and  taken  prifoner.  This 
happened  in  the  1 154  of  the  Higeira,  or  1741. 

Decan. 
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Decaii.  Anavver-Odeaii-Cawn  and  Chun- 
da-Saheb,  for  the  Nabobfliip  of  Arcot  ; 
and  laflly,  the  Englifh  and  the  French, 
for  their  very  exigence  in  the  Eail. 

In  a  caufe  of  this  nature,  where  fo 
many  paffions  and  fo  many  interefls  were 
neceflkrily  combined,  an  inactive  condud: 
could  not  be  long  expe(9:ed.  Negodatlon 
could  yield  nothing  of  fatisfa6lion  to  ei- 
ther party.  Their  only  alternative,  there- 
fore, was  to  take  up  arms. 

To  follow  an  undisciplined  people 
through  fields  of  blood,  is  a  taik  too  un- 
pleafant  for  the  mind  to  dw^ell  upon. 
The  mode  of  war  in  Hindoftan  is  too 
generally  known  to  need  any  particular 
mention  of  it  on  our  part. 

Fortune,  long  doubtful  to  which  fide 
fhe   (hould   lean,    at   legth    flattered  the 

French 
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French  caufe  with  a  profpecl  of  ruccefs. 
Their  forces  came  off  vidorious,  after  an 
obftinate  engagement  on  the  Plains  of 
Amboor  in  1 749 ;  in  which  Anawer- 
Odean-Cawn  was  flain,  and  his  eldeft 
fon,  Maphuz-Cawn,  taken  prifoner.  This 
event,  promifing  as  it  appeared  at  fnfl:, 
proved  in  the  end  to  be  of  but  Uttle  ad- 
vantage to  their  affairs. 

In  the  fceneof  joy  and  exultation  which 
this  viclory  occafioned  in  the  alhed  army  of 
France,  and  of  terror  and  dilmay  which 
it  as  inflantaneoufly  occafioned  in  that  of 
its  opponents,  Mahomet-AUy-Cawn,  the 
fecond  fon  of  Anawer-Odean-Cawn,  was 
haflening  to  Trichinopoly.  Efcaped  from 
the  dangers  which  furrounded  him,  this 
young  prince,  immediately  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  and  the  capture  of  his  elder 
brother,  fled  from  the  field  of  battle  with 
the  few  followers  who  flill  flood  by  him, 
and  turned  his  thoughts  to  ward  off  the 

im- 
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impending  ruin  which  threatened  his  do- 

« 

minions. 

Naturally  prompt,  and  determined  in 
his  refolves,  he  hefitated  not  a  moment 
on  the  line  it  was  moft  advifeable  for  him 
to  take.  He  found  the  government  of 
Arcot  unexpectedly  fallen  into  his  hands. 
The  great  men  of  his  father's  court,  who 
had  furvived  the  laft  defeat,  flocked  to 
his  ftandard  ;  and,  with  thefe  retainers, 
but  an  almoft  -  exhaufted  treafury,  he 
boldly  proclaimed  his  intention  of  con- 
tinuing a  war  that  had  been  levied  in 
injuftice  againft  his  father. 

Early  taught  to  look  upon  the  Englifh 
with  a  partial  eye,  Mahomet-Ally  foon 
lent  ambafladors  to  acquaint  them  of  his 
acceffion  to  the*Mufnud.  He  confirmed 
to  them  all  the  privileges  granted  them 
by  his  father  ;  and  without  the  fmallefl 
hefitatlon,  entered  into  a  bond  of  amity 

and 
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and  alliance,  that,  on  his  part,  hath  con- 
tinued ever  fince  moft  inviolably  facred. 

Amid  pretenfions  fo  variable  and 
disjointed  as  were  thofe  of  the  French 
party,  it  is  not  matter  of  furprife  that 
fudden  jealoufies  fhould  arife,  or  that  a 
rivalry,  highly  detrimental  to  the  gene- 
ral intereft,  (hould  enfue.  Each  aim- 
ing at  a  particular  obje<fl,  which,  when 
attained,  unlefs  fubje<Cled  implicitly  to  the 
common  caufe,  would  neceflarily  involve 
them  in  endlefs  controverfy,  difcord,  and 
difpute;  while  the  Afiatic  pride,  awakened 
by  fuccefs,  would  but  ill  brook  with  the 
di£tatorial  fpirit  of  an  European,  fuch  as 
Dupleix.  In  fliort,  from  whatever  reafon 
it  might  proceed,  a  reciprocal  diflrufl  and 
animofity  fpeedily  took  place.  Muzzuf- 
fer-Jung,  galled  with  the  French  yoke,  or 
tired  of  the  vifionary  fyftem  he  had  adopt- 
ed, fled  to  his  uncle  Nafir-Jung,  whonij 
he  at  once   publicly  acknowledged  to  be 

his 
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his  fuperior,  and  Soubahdar  of  the  Decan, 
while  the  French  troops,  accompanied  by 
Chunda-Saheb,  took  a  contrary  rout,  and 
proceeded  on  their  way  to  Pondicherry, 

In  this  ftate  of  feparation,  the  adive 
genius  of  Dupleix,  as  yet  unwearied  in  its 
exertions,  fell  upon  a  new,  though  dread- 
ful expedient  to  accomplifh  its  views ; 
this  was  by  a  daftardly  affaffi nation,  to 
get  the  diipofal  of  the  Soubahdary  of  the 
Decan  into  his  own  immediate  power.  The 
bare  recital  of  an  acl  of  this  atrocious  dye, 
is  fully  fufficient.  The  fcheme  was  artfully 
laid,  and  Nalir  Jung,  in  the  midft  of  his 
camp,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  machinations 
of  Dupleix,  and  to  the  treachery  of  his 
own  vaffals.  This  happened  the  year 
fucceeding  the  death  of  Anawer-Odean- 
Cawn. 

When  affaffi  nations  take  place  in  Hin- 

doftan,   which  for   many  centuries  have 

F  been 
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been  fo  common  as  in  general  to  he  little 
noticed,  it  is  not  unufual  to  fee  the  heir 
apparent  mounting  from  a  dungeon  to  the 
Mufnud.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent, 
inftance.  Muzzufter-Jung,  who  had  ex- 
pe£led  treatment  of  a  different  nature  from 
that  which  he  experienced,  had  been  im- 
mediately thrown  into  confinement  on  his 
fubmifTion  to  Nafir-Jung ;  and  in  that 
fituation  was  found,  when  he  was  refcued 
from  his  ihackles,  and  proclaimed,  by 
the  partlzans  of  Dupleix,  Soubahdar  of 
the  Decan. 

From  whence  this  acl  of  kindnefs 
could  have  proceeded  in  Dupleix,  after 
the  feparation  of  the  French  and  Chunda- 
Saheb's  interefts  from  thofe  of  Muzzuffer- 
Jung,  is  a  matter  of  conjedure  that  can- 
not eafily  be  folved.  Certain  it  is,  how- 
ever, that  the  Nabobs  of  Cudapah  and 
Canole,  both  of  whom  were  Patans  by 
birth,  and  who,  with  Dupleix,  had  medi- 
tated 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  67 

tated  the  blow  againft  Nafir-Jung's  life, 
very  early  demanded  of  MuzzufFer-Jung 
the  rewards  which  had  been  promifed  them 
on  the  perpetration  of  the  deed. 

Rid  of  his  immediate  rival  in  Nafir- 
Jung,  and  Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn  being  flill 
at  Dehli,  MuzzufFer-Jung  no  longer  con- 
{idered  it  as  incumbent  on  him  to  abide 
by  the  agreements  into  which  he  had 
entered  ;  wherefore,  afluming  all  the 
dignity  and  arrogance  of  a  fuperior  lord, 
he  pofitively  declined  compliance  with 
their  demands  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
proffered  them  certain  conditions,  which 
rather  than  return  unrewarded,  he  imagi- 
ned they  would  accept. 

Of  all  the  tribes  of  Hindoflan,  the  Pa- 
tans  are  the  moft  daring  and  high  fpirited. 
Enthufiaftic  in  the  principles  of  perfonal 
courage  and  revenge,  which  they  imbibe 
in  their  earlieft  infancy,  they  never  forgive 
F  2  an 
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an  injury.  Danger  hath  no  terrors  to 
men  habituated  to  contemn  it.  Not  even 
the  certainty  of  death  hath  been  able 
to  withhold  their  revenge,  when  they 
have  fancied  their  honour  premeditate- 
ly  ftained.  Unfortunately  for  Muzzuf- 
fer-Jung,  the  very  men  he  had  to 
deal  with  were  of  this  difpofition.  The 
infult  he  had  offered,  aggravated  by  a 
treacherous  breach  of  promile,  was  more 
than  they  could  brook.  They,  therefore, 
determined  upon  his  fall ;  and  accom- 
plilhed  it ;  having  him  alTaflinated  fhortly 
after  his  acceflion  *. 

No  fooner  was  the  death  of  Muzzuffer- 
Jung  made  known,  than  the  different 
powers  of  the  French  party  were  involved 

*  The  countries  of  Canole  and  Cudipah,  not  long 
after  this,  were  conquered  from  the  fucceflbrs  of  the 
Patans;  and,  together  with  the  province  of  Serah, 
were  governed  independently  by  the  Mahrattah  Mo- 
rarirow.  Ti;ey  row  form  part  ot  the  dominions  of  the 
ion  of  Hyder-Ally-Cawn, 
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in  confternation.  He  had  originally  been 
the  prop  of  their  ambition,  and  on  him 
were  fixed  their  ultimate  hopes  and  expe<Sla- 
tions:  luckily ,  however,  for  their  caule,  the 
condu£l  of  Monf.  Bufly,  commander  of  the 
French  forces  in  the  army  of  Muzzuffer- 
Jung,  extricated  them  from  the  impending 
ruin. 

Roufed  by  the  exigency  of  affairs,  this 
able  man  faw  that  nothing  was  to  be 
gained  by  inactivity.  He  fummoned, 
therefore,  the  principal  officers  of  the 
army,  bewailed  with  them  the  lofs  which 
they  had  fuflained  ;  held  out  to  them  a 
picture  of  the  fituation  they  were  in,  ex- 
po fed  from  without  to  the  depredations  of 
their  enemies,  and  from  within  to  all  the 
diftraClions  of  intrigue  and  powerful  ca- 
bal; and  then,  without  leaving  them  time 
for  more  temperate  reflexion,  propofed  to 
them  the  railing  of  Salabit-Jung,  brother 
to  the  late  Nafir-Jung,  to  the  Mufnud, 
F  3  in 
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in  preference  to  the   fon   of  Muzzuffer- 
Jung,  who  was  ftill  an  hifant. 

Salabit-Jung  was  accordingly  declared 
fucceffor  to  his  nephew  ;  and  imme- 
diately on  his  aflumption  of  the  reins 
of  government,  confirmed  in  the  ampleft 
manner  to  the  French,  the  different  grants 
which  had  been  made  to  them  by  his 
predeceflbrs. 

Fortune  thus  attending  them  in  all 
their  fteps,  the  French  rolled  in  a  plenitude 
of  power.  In  the  mean  time  the  young  Na- 
bob of  Arcot, ,  Mahomet- AUy-Cawn,  was 
clofely  confined  to  the  walls  of  his  fort  of 
Trichinopoly,  difpoffefTed  of  every  diftri£l: 
in  the  Carnatic,  and  dependent  upon  no 
other  refources  than  the  fortitude  of  his 
own  mind,  and  the  affiftance  of  his  friends 
the  Englilh. 

fi  The 
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The  hillory  of  the  war  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel  hath  already  employed  the 
pens  of  eminent  hlftorians.  Exertions  of 
the  greatefb  moment  alternately  appeared 
in  the  operations  of  the  European  armies. 
VicVory  declared  fometimes  for  the  one, 
and  fometimes  for  the  other  ;  but,  in  the 
event  the  Englifh  were  the  conquerors. 
Succefs  would  not,  however,  have  beeii 
fo  fluduating,  had  the  Er.-xi...  ..'J  niO.-^ 
troops,  or  the  French  better  officers. 

From  the  fituation  of  affairs,  as  they 
have  been  thus  related,  it  fjon  became 
evident  to  the  difcerning  part  of  mankind, 
that  the  diflurbances  in  Afia  would  never 
come  to  a  conclufion,  unlefs  peace  was  firfl 
eftablifhed  in  Europe ;  nor  was  it  at  the 
fame  time  lefs  to  be  apprehended,  that  the 
flame,  which  had  been  confined  to  India 
for  feveral  years,  might  fpread  its  baleful 
influence  farther.  The  miniilers  of  France 
and  England,  however,  obviated  this  dan- 
F  4  ger, 
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ger,  by  enjoining  the  two  companies  to 
fix  on  certain  terms  of  agreement.  They 
made  a  conditional  treaty ;  which  began 
by  fufpending  all  hoftilities  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1755,  and  was  to  end 
by  ertabUflilng  between  them  a  perfect 
equality  of  territory,  of  ftrength,  and  of 
trade,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and 
Orixa.  This  ftipulation  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  fanclion  of  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Verfailles,  when  greater  interefls 
kindled  a  frefli  war  between  the  two  na- 
tions. The  news  of  this  reached  the 
Eaft,  when  the  Englifh  were  engaged  in 
a  very  troublefome  conteft  with  the  Sou- 
bahdar  of  Bengal.  Had  the  French  been 
then  in  the  lame  flate  they  were  fome 
years  before,  they  would  have  united 
their  interefts  with  thole  of  the  natives. 
Unluckily  for  them,  they  allowed  them- 
felves  to  be  amufed,  until  the  fuccefles  of 
their  rivals  emboldened  them  to  attack 
and  feize  upon  their  capital  fettlement  of 

Chan- 
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Chandernagore.  The  taking  of  this  place 
was  followed  by  the  ruin  of  all  the  facto- 
ries dependent  on  it ;  and  put  the  Eng- 
lifli  in  a  condition  to  fend  men,  money, 
proviiions,  and  fhips  to  the  coail  of  Co- 
romandel,  where  the  French  were  jufl 
arrived  with  coniiderabie  land  and  fea 
forces. 

Before  the  commencement  of  this  war, 
the  French  Company,  befides  their  terri- 
tories of  Pondlcherry  and  Karical,  pof- 
fefied,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and 
Orixa,  the  five  fertile  provinces  to  the 
northward  of  Madras,  called  the  Nor- 
thern Circars.  Dupleix  had  likewil'e  been 
appointed,  by  the  ufurper  of  the  Decan, 
viceroy  of  tiic  Carnatic,  one  of  the  mofl 
flourifhing  provinces  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
One  lixth  part  only  of  the  revenues  of 
which  was  to  be  paid  into  rhe  ti-ea- 
fury  of  Salabit-Jung,  the  nominal  Sou- 
bahdar  of  the  Decan,  and  the  reft  to  03 

the 
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the   property  of   the    French    Company 
in  perpetuity. 

If  the  French  n^iniftry,  therefore,  and 
the  dh'e£lors  of  the  French  Company, 
who  alternately  fupported  and  negleded 
their  power  in  India,  had  but  been  capable 
of  a  firm  and  fettled  refolution,  they 
might  have  fent  orders  to  their  agents 
to  give  up  all  their  remote  conquefts,  and 
to  keep  to  the  important  fettliement  of  the 
Carnatic.  It  was  alone  fufficient  to  give 
the  French  a  firm  eftablifliment, — a  clofe 
and  contiguous  ftate,  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  merchandife,  provifions  for  their 
fortified  towns,  and  revenues  capable  of 
maintaining  a  body  of  troops,  which 
W'ould  have  put  them  in  a  condition  to 
defy  the  jealoufy  of  their  neighbours, 
and  the  hatred  of  their  enemies.  Unfor- 
tunately for  them,  the  court  of  Verfailles 
ordered  that  the  Carnatic  fhould  be  given 
lip.     Dupleix,    the  only  man  who  could 

fupport 
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fupport  the  interefts  of  his  country,  was 
alfo   difgracefully   recalled,    and   another 
appointed    to    conduct    the    Indian   war, 
whofe  temper  could  never  adapt  itfelf  to 
circumftances.     This  was  Lally,  the  pri- 
mary  caufe    of    the    declenfion    of    the 
French  interefts  in  India,  of  his  own  ruin, 
and  of  that  of  his  family.    The  evacuation 
of  Seringham,  by  his  order,  which  ifland 
divides  the    Coleroon  into  two  branches 
near  Trichinopoly,  was  a  principal  caufe 
of  the  difafters  that  attended  the  war  of 
France  with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore.     Ma- 
zulipatam  and  the  Northern  Circars  wer^ 
loft  by  his  giving  up  the  alliance  of  Sala- 
bit-Jung.     And  at  laft  Pondicherry  was 
taken  and  destroyed  by  the  Englifh,  grown 
powerful  from  fuccefs,  and  from  the  dif- 
tradions  of  the  French  government. 
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BOOK     IIL 

J.  N  bringing  thefe  matters,  for  the  fake 
of  perfpicuity,  into  one  view,  we  have 
neceffarily  been  obliged  to  anticipate  our 
fubje<fl.  To  return,  therefore,  from, 
whence  we  digrefled. 

From  the  year  1752,  when  Major  Law- 
rence arrived  from  England,  and  was  in- 
verted with  the  chief  command  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  forces,  the  fortune  of  the  Nabob  Maho- 
met-Ally-Cawn  began  to  wear  a  brighter 
afpcft.  Several  powers,  awakened  by  the 
afpiring  greatnefs  of  the  French,  readily 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  him;  fo  that 
in  a  fliort  time,  after  the  junction  of  the 
Englifh  forces,  he  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  20,000  horfe,  and  of 
20,000  foot,  exclufive  of  the  force  the 
Englifh  had  fent  to  his  afiiftance. 

Tll€ 
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The  army  of  the  French  league,  headed 
by  Meff.  Law,  Dautulel,  and  Chunda-Sa- 
heb,  waslikevvife  of  confiderable  ftrength; 
and  the  ports  which  they  pofleffed  on  the 
plains  of  Trlchlonopoly,  on  the  ifland  of 
Seringham,  and  on  the  northern  fide  of 
the  river  Coleroon,  were  fuch  as  gave 
them  every  poffible  advantage.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  French  conftantly 
gave  way  before  the  Englifh  :  in  almoft 
every  engagement  they  were  worfted ; 
■^nd,  at  length,  a  period  was  feeming- 
ly  put  to  a  war  fo  unequally  carried  on, 
by  Monf.  Law's  furreudry  of  the  Pagoda 
of  Jumbakiflna,  with  a  force  of  Euro- 
peans in  it  fuperior  even  to  the  whole  of 
,what  Major  Lawrence  had  under  his  com- 
mand. 

-  The  fcale  thus  turned  againft  the  French, 
Chunda-Saheb  found  himfelf  deferted  and 
forlorn.  His  retainers  had  all  provided 
for  their  own  fafetv,   whilft  he  alone  was 

left, 
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was  left,  in  the  center  of  his  nomi- 
nal dominions,  to  feek  the  protedlion  of 
an  enemy.  Wary,  however,  in  the 
choice  of  him,  whom  he  conceived  he 
could  trufc  with  the  greateft  fecurity,  he, 
after  much  deliberation,  pitched  upon 
Monaick-Jie,  nn  officer  of  reputation,  and, 
at  that  time,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore's  forces  in  the  allied 
army  of  the  Nabob. 

How  far  the  truth  of  the  aflertion  may 
be  credited,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  de- 
termine ;  thus  much,  however,  rumour  de- 
clares, that  Monaick-Jie  folemnly  engaged 
himfelf  by  oath  on  his  fword  and  dagger, 
the  mofl  hallowed  obligation  of  an  Indian, 
to  preferve  inviolably  from  danger  the 
perfon  of  Chunda-Saheb.  And  indeed, 
when  the  difficulties  in  which  Chunda-^ 
Saheb  was  involved  come  difpaffionately  to  ■ 
be  confidered,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable 
that  he  (hould  demand  a  fecurity  of  that^ 

facred 
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facred  nature,  before  he  committed  him- 
ielf  to  the  mercy  of  a  profefl'ed  enemy, 
and  one  who  was  a6ling  immediately  un- 
der the  command  of  Mahomet- A  ily-Cavvn. 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  Chunda- 
Saheb  threw  himfelf  into  the  hands  of 
Monaick-Jie,  and  was  by  him  moft  in- 
humanly put  to  death. 

The  Nabob  thus  unexpectedly  relieved 
from  an  ambitious,  able,  and  fpirited 
competitor,  peace,  it  wa?  hoped,  would 
once  more  vifit  the  almofl-defolate  Car- 
natic ;  but  peace  had  fled  to  a  happier 
clime :  war,  with  all  her  train  of  evils, 
prefented  herfelf  anew  to  that  miferable 
country,  and  from  a  quarter  too  the  leafl: 
to  be  expelled. 

In  the  mldll:  of  his  diflrefles,  and  when 
reduced  to  the  folitary  fortrefs  of  Trichi- 
nopoly,  the  Nabob  had  anxioufly  caft  his 
eyes  around  to  fee  from  whence  he  might 

derive 
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rive  relief — Myfore  and  the  Mahrattahs 
were  the  only  powers  who  could  efFedlually 
befriend  him.  To  them  therefore  he  ap- 
plied;  and,  in  confequence  of  conliderable 
promifes,  prevailed  upon  the  Dallaway, 
or  regent  of  Myfore,  to  lead  his  army  into 
the  Carnatic;  and  upon  Morarirow,  a 
bordering  Mahrattah  general,  to  do  the 
fame. 

Among  other  points  of  lefler  moment, 
and  with  an  incaution,  of  which  he  had 
afterwards  reafon  to  repent,  the  Nabob 
made  a  promife  to  the  Myforean  (who 
took  advantage  of  his  fituation  to  extort 
it)  of  the  fortrefs  of  Trichinopoly  ;  there- 
by giving  him,  in  effedl,  the  key  into  the 
Carnatic,  and  opening  a  road  for  the  de- 
predations of  the  Myforeans  whenever 
they  fliould  be  inclined  to  revifit  his  do- 
minions. 

Agitated 
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Agitated  by  various  confli£ls,  the  Na- 
bob, when  called  upon  for  the  fulfillance 
of  this  promife,  knew  not  on  what  to  re- 
folve.  On  the  one  hand  he  faw  inevita- 
ble ruin  entailed  upon  his  country,  fhould 
he  comply  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  calami- 
ties of  a  bloody  w^ar  brought  upon  him  by 
his  own  indifcretion. 

In  this  flate  of  mind  he  attempted  every 
thing  that  human  wifdom  could  fuggefl 
to  gain  a  renunciation  of  his  promife  from 
the  Dallaway.  He  offered  him  largeffes 
to  a  confiderable  amount ;  ar,  if  thofe 
fhould  not  accord  with  his  defires,  any 
other  compenfation  which  he  might  deem 
equivalent.  All,  however,  was  ineffedtual : 
the  Dallaway  knew  too  well  the  value  of 
a  fortrefs  (ituated  like  Trichinopoly  ;  and 
therefore  pofitively  in  lifted  on  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  engagement. 

G  Driven 
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Driven  thus  from  all  hopes  of  an  ami- 
cable compromife,  the  Nabob,  as  the  go- 
vernor of  a  province  dependent  and  ap- 
pertaining to  the  Mogul  empire,  reluc- 
tantly refolved  to  bear  with  the  enmity 
of  the  Myforean,  and  elude  the  promife 
he  had  given,  rather  than  to  difmember 
from  his  dominions  fo  very  important  a 
garrifon ;  and  fignified  the  fame  to  the 
Dal]  away. 

The  regent,  irritated  at  a  conduct  fo, 
unexpected,  attempted  by  treachery  to  get 
poffefTion  of  a  place  virtually  his  by  right 
of  compad.  All  his  efforts  were,  how- 
ever, without  effeCl.  The  Englifli,  who 
garrifoned  the  fort  for  the  Nabob,  baffled 
all  his  attempts,  and  thereby  drove  him 
to  the  accomphfhment  of  a  fcheme  he 
had  fometime  meditated  with  Morarirow, 
of  joining  his  forces  to  thofe  of  the 
French,  while  the  Mahrattah  was  on 
fome  pretence  or  other  to  do  the  fame. 

^  A  llorm 
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A  ftonn  of  fuch  magnitude,  thus  ga- 
thering over  the  yet- un fettled  govern- 
ment of  the  Nabob,  and  of  his  alHes  the 
Englifh,  filled  his  mind  with  uneafinefs. 
From  his  firil:  acceffion  to  the  Mufnud  he 
had  experienced  a  regular  combination  of 
unpropitious  circumftances;  nor  could  the 
many  difafters  which  had  befallen  the 
enemies  of  his  houfe  fecure  to  him  tran- 
quillity. The  hydra  of  malevolence  had 
firmly  taken  its  ftand  againft  him  :  one 
head  lopped  off,  another  fucceeded  in  its 
room. 

We  have  already  feen  the  caufes  which 
actuated  the  Dallaway  of  Myfore  to  the 
part  he  was  determined  to  purfue,  and 
candour  compels  us  to  acknowledge  they 
were  juit  *.     The   Mahrattah,   however, 

*  One  of  Hyder-AUy-Cawn's  reafons,  alledged  by 
himfelf,  for  invading  the  Carnatic,  in  the  two  feveral 
wars  he  has  fince  carried  on  in  that  country,  was  this 
breach  of  promife  on  the  part  of  Mahomet-AIly-Cawn. 

G  2  was 
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was  deflitute  of  every  excufe  ;  his  defedion 
originated  in  bafenefs.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  a  mercenary  will  ever  fight  for  him 
who  pays  the  befl  :  but  the  treachery  of 
this  unprincipled  freebooter  was  without 
a  plea  that  could  even  ferve  to  amufe  the 
world.  Difappointed  in  his  view  of  feiz- 
ing  upon  Trichinopoly,  at  a  time  that  he 
was  inverted  both  by  the  Nabob  and 
Dallaway  with  the  facred  truft  of  um- 
pire of  the  differences  which  fubfifled  be- 
tween them  touching  that  fortrefs,  he 
no  longer  contained  himfelf  within  the 
bounds  of  moderation.  The  Nabob's 
treafury  yielded  not  the  harveft  he  had 
been  accuftomed  to  rpceive ;  and  there- 
fore, without  a  thought  of  the  engage- 
ments he  was  about  to  break,  he  cheer- 
fully chimed  in  with  the  Myforean  in  his 
plan  of  offenfive  meafures  againft  the 
Carnatic. 

The 
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The  Myfbrean  and  Mahrattah  having 
thus  openly  declared  in  favour  of  France, 
their  army  foon  took  the  field,  and  a  w^ar 
commenced,  to  the  full  as  bloody  as  that 
which  w^as  jufl:  concluded.  The  whole 
of  the  year  i  j^^  was  witnefs  to  the  un- 
remitted exertions  of  both  parties.  Tri- 
chinopoly  plains,  and  the  ifland  of  Se- 
ringham,  were  in  general  the  fcenes  of 
a£lion.  Each,  while  the  war  lafted, 
boafled  of  its  fuperiority  :  at  its  conclu- 
fion  the  Englifli  were  victorious. 

Still  rifing  amid  the  difficulties  he 
had  to  combat  with,  and  in  every  ad- 
verfe  flroke  of  fortune  finding  a  refource 
in  his  own  genius,  Dupleix  was  yet 
a  formidable  enemy.  The  death  of 
Chunda-Saheb  had  given  him  a  ferious 
blow,  but  it  had  not  depreffed  the  ardour 
of  his  fpirit.  Inverted  with  the  dignity 
of  the  Soubahdar*s  deputy  iii  the  Car- 
G  3  natic, 
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natlc,  he  fought  with  caution  for  a 
perfon  quahfied  to  be  the  fucceflbr  of 
Chunda  -  Saheb.  Rajah  -  Saheb,  {on  of 
Chunda-Saheb,  would  in  all  probability- 
have  obtained  the  nomination,  had  he  not 
been  found  deficient  in  thofe  abilities 
which  the  importance  of  the  truft  re-: 
quired.  Moortiz-Ally-Cawn  was  there- 
fore the  only  man  whofe  wealth,  expe- 
rience and  connetlions  could  in  any  mea- 
fure  entitle  him  to  a  preference  ;  and  he 
accordingly  was  appointed  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic ;  fubordinate,  however,  to  the 
Soubahdar,  Dupkix. 

The  character  of  this  man  (Moortiz- 
Ally)  hath  been  already  flightly  touched 
upon.  The  fhadow  of  authority  was  not, 
however,  fufficient  for  an  ambition  that  in 
many  inflances  had  waded  through  blood. 
As  Kelidar  of  Vellore,  he  found  him- 
felf  more  independent  than  as  the  inftru- 

ment 
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nient  of  an  European's  policy  ;  and  there- 
fore, a  few  days  after  his  acceptance  of 
the  Nabobfliip,  without  affigning  any 
caufe  whatever,  he  difencumbered  him- 
felf  of  a  nominal  confequence,  which  he 
found  neither  profitable  nor  agreeable. 

The  French  interefts  at  the  court  of 
Salabit-Jung,  and  in  the  Northern  Cir- 
cars,  though  they  at  firfl  received  a 
fhock  from  the  death  of  MuzzufFer-Jung, 
were  at  this  time  rifen  to  the  meridian 
of  profperity.  Buffy  inlinuated  himfelf 
clofely  into  the  Soubahdar's  favour,  and, 
in  fome  inflances,  had  rendered  him  fuch 
effential  fervice,  as  in  reality  enabled 
him  to  get  pofleffion  of  the  whole  of  the 
Soubahdar's  authority;  an  authority  which 
he  wifely  turned,  not  only  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  employers,  but  likewife  to 
that  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were 
nghting  under  his  command.  A  fuddeu 
G  4  reverie 
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reverfe  of  fortune  was,  however,  Ihortly 
to  derange  this  exteniive  influence, 

Gazy'Ul-Decn-Cawn,  whom  we  havQ 
already  mentioned,  being  at  length  releafed 
from  the  more  important  duties  of  his  fl:a» 
tion  at  Delhi,  marched  at  the  head  of  a 
confiderable  army  into  the  Decan,  and  de-^ 
manded  from  his  brother,  Salabit-Jung,  a 
formal  and  immediate  abdication  of  thq 
MiJ^uud  of  that  kingdom, 

Salabit-Jung,  however,  emboldened  by 
the  prefence  of  his  European  allies,  ftiU 
kept  poffefRon  of  his  ufurped  authority, 
and  quickly  aflembling  his  forces,  toolc 
the  field,  with  a  view  of  flopping  the 
progrefs  of  Gazy-^Ul-Deen-Cawn  by  thq 
fword, 

Buffy,  who  never  loil  fight  of  the  in* 
terefts  of  his  nation,    immediately   per-* 
ceived  the  ruin  that  would  inevitably  fol- 
low, 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  89 

low,  fhould  Salabit-Jung  either  give  way 
to  importunity,  or  be  defeated :  his  for- 
mer efforts  were  therefore  redoubled.  His 
attacks  with  the  French  battaHon  were 
impetuous  and  animated  ;  nor  was  he  in* 
attentive  to  the  lefs  hazardous,  though 
more  certain,  operations  of  flattery  and 
addrefs.  In  fhort,  fo  completely  did  he 
determine  Salabit-Jung  in  the  refolution 
of  oppofing  his  brother,  that  he  made  the 
Soubahdar  believe  he  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, with  fuch  aflertors  of  his  caufe, 
from  even  the  affembled  forces  of  the 
whole  empire,  which  were  now  combi- 
ning againft  him, 

Succefs,  however,  was  very  doubtful  in 
the  iffue;  and  Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn  daily 
approaching  towards  Aurungabad,  a  confe- 
rence was  demanded  by  Salabit-Jung.  Hi- 
ther Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn  came  in  all  the 
confidence  of  felf-fecurity  and  good  faith. 

Fate, 
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Fate,  however,  had  not  yet  finifhed  with 
the  devoted  family  of  Nizam-Ul-Mulc  ; 
the  unfortunate  Gazy-Ul-Deen  was  invi- 
ted to  fall  by  treachery.  His  food  was  poi- 
ibned,  and  that,  too,  by  the  hands  of  one 
who  Ihould  rather  have  flretched  them 
ibrth  to  have  effecSled  a  reconciliation, 
than  have  blackened  them  by  the  murder 
of  a  perfon  fo  nearly  allied  to  her  :  this 
was  the  execrable  mother  of  the  more 
execrable  Salabit-Jung. 

Salabit-Jung,  however,  did  not  accom- 
pli(h,  by  this  infamous  tranfadion,  his  me- 
ditated purpofe.  The  Emperor  of  Dehli 
appointed  a  fucceflbr  to  the  deceafed,a  man 
in  whom  were  blended  all  thofe  {hining 
qualities  which  foretold  that  he  would  be 
a  confpicuous  charafter  in  the  Eaft.  This 
was  Schi-Abiddin-Cawn,  fon  of  Gazy-Ul- 
Deen-Cawn  ;  and  afterwards  diftinguifhed 
by  the  fame  title. 

Schl- 
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Schi-Abiddin  had,  however,  as  yet  too 
much  bufinefs  on  his  hands  at  Dehli  to 
think  of  punifhing  his  uncle.  The  de- 
pofing  of  Ahmed-Shaw,  and  railing  of 
Allum-Geer  to  the  throne  of  the  world, 
w^ere  points  that  required  his  utmoft  at- 
tention ;  nor  were  they  to  be  accomplifh- 
ed  without  much  difficulty  and  exertion. " 

Monfieur  Bufly,  no  fooner  rid  of  one 
invafion,  than  threatened  in  this  manner, 
though  at  a  diftance,  with  another,  and 
expofed  in  the  Soubahdar's  court  to  all 
the  machinations  of  an  unprincipled  fet 
of  courtiers,  foon  faw  the  neceffity  of  ob- 
taining in  referve  fome  certain  refource, 
for  the  payment  of  the  troops  the  French 
might  bring  into  the  field,  fhould  hoftili- 
ties  be  commenced  between  the  Soubah- 
dar  and  his  nephew^  He  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  the  Soubahdar  for  a  grant  of  the 
five  Northern  Circars,  which  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned. 

The 
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The  alarm  occafioned  by  this  applica- 
tion, among  the  fardars  and  omrahs,  was 
fuch  as  Bufiy  had  reafon  to  exped.  In- 
trigue and  cabal  were  fet  on  foot  againfl 
him,  but  luckily  with  no  efFeft.  The 
Sovibahdar  granted  his  requeft,  and  there- 
by invefted  in  the  French  company  the 
fovereignty  of  thofe  countries. 

Thus  did  the  French,  by  the  abilities 
of  this  officer,  acquire  a  valuable  exlent 
©f  dominion  in  the  North,  for  the  mere 
promlfe  of  an  inconfiderable  military  af- 
fiftance  ;  and  in  the  South,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Carnatic,  with  a  trifling  de- 
duction of  a  fixth  part  of  the  revenues, 
through  the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  Du- 
pleix.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  that 
nation,  thefe  acquifitlons  had  been  be- 
flowed  upon  them  by  ufurpers ;  not  one 
Jegal  grant  appearing  from  the  court  of 
Dehli  to  authenticate  the  gifts. 


In 
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In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
and  Englifh  with  their  allies  on  the  coafl 
of  Coromandel,    we  have  aimed  at  per- 
fpicuity,     A  general  view  of  the  political 
tranfadions  of  each  nation  was  all  we  con- 
ceived neceffary.     More  minute  accounts 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  hiftories  of  that 
aera.    We  ihall,   therefore,  draw  this  our 
prefent  fubje<fl  to  a  conclufion  with  merely 
fubjoining,  that  the  French  and  their  party 
were  ultimately  worfted  and  driven  from 
the  Carnatic  ;    that  Pondicherry  was  de- 
ftroyed,   and  Vellore,  defended  by  Moor- 
tiz-AUy-Cawn,   taken  after  a  vigorous  re- 
{iftance ;  that  the  grants  hf  the  Northern 
Circars  to  France  were  annulled  by  the 
court  of  Dehli,  and  that  the  perpetual  fo- 
vereignty  of  them  was  vefted  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  1 765,  when  the  Emperor  likewife 
inverted   Mabomed-Ally-Cawn   with   the 
Soubahdary  of  the  Carnatic,  independent 
of  the  Decan.     Previous  to  which,  how- 
4  ever. 
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ever,  the  crowns  of  England  and  France, 
in  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris  1763,  had 
acknowledged  Mahomet-Ally-Cawn  to  be 
the  lawful  Nabob  of  the  Carnatlc,  and 
Salabit-Jung  to  be  the  lawful  Soubahdar 
of  the  Decan  *. 

From  the  year  1765,  therefore,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war, 
the  Englifli  and  the  French  continued  in 
a  ftate  of  pacification  in  the  Eaft.  France 
had  no  longer  a  chartered  company  for 
conducing  its    Indian   commerce.     The 


*  The  power  an^  confequence  of  the  Decan  re- 
ceived a  fevere  check  during  the  Nizamut  of  Salabit- 
Jung.  The  Mahrattahs  then  wrefled  from  it,  inde- 
oendent  of  Jaghires  to  the  amount  of  flxty  lacks  of 
rupees  per  annum,  feveral  places  in  the  Soubahs  of 
Bidar  and  Bijahpoor ;  together  with  the  important 
fortrefles  of  Bijahpoor,  Afeer  and  Dowlatabad.  The 
fort  of  Ahmednuggar  alfo  fell  into  their  hands.  Nay, 
fo  greatly  was  it  reduced,  that  the  Bhow,  who  com- 
manded on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattahs,  formed  the 
defign  of  expelling  the  Mahomaaedans  entirely  from 
Hindoflaa,  and  was  very  near  accompliiliing  his  pur- 
pofe. 

2  trade 
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trade  was  open,  and  government  poflef- 
fed  the  miferable  remains  of  the  French 
greatnefs  in  Hindoflan.  The  Enghfh, 
on  the  contrary,  continued  increaling  in 
wealth  and  in  profperity.  The  ball  of 
fortune  was  at  their  feet,  and  they  failed 
jiot  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  advantages 
of  their  fituatlon.  Trouble  and  unead- 
nefs,  indeed,  fometimes  found  their  way 
amongfl:  them  ;  but  to  their  own  impru- 
dence they  mufl;  attribute  their  misfor- 
tunes, efpecially  on  the  coafl  of  Coro- 
mandel,  where,  by  a  flrange  perverfion 
of  politics,  they  fome  years  ago  deemed  it 
expedient  to  proceed  againft  Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn  ;  a  war  planned  and  conducted  with 
iudifcretion,  and  which  concluded  in  the 
difgrace  of  the  Englifh  name  *. 

In  the  general  review,  which  will  be 
given  in  the  fequel,  of  the  political  con- 

*  This  alludes  to  the  war  of  1767.     The  calami- 
tous one  of  1780  is  mentioned  in  another  place. 

iieclions 
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iiedions  of  the  Englifh  Eall-India  Coiti- 
paiiy,  the  powers  on  the  coafl  of  Coro* 
mandel  will  neceflarilj  take  a  confpicu- 
ous  lead.  For  the  prefent,  therefore,  we 
fhall  turn  our  enquiries  to  the  ample  pof- 
feflions  which  the  Englifh  have  acquired 
in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and 
Orixa. 

To  begin  with  an  account  of  their  firft 
tftablifliment  in  thofe  parts,  and  to  fol- 
low them  in  the  progrefs  of  their  com- 
mercial undertakings,  would  be  much 
more  curious  than  inftru^live.  Suffice  it, 
that,  encouraged  by  the  princes  of  the 
country,  they  carried  on  a  valuable  traf- 
fic with  Bengal  until  the  year  1757? 
when,  by  f^me  mifcondu^t  on  their  fide, 
they  drew  upon  their  flender  colony  the 
arms  of  the  Nabob  Serajah-Ul-Dowlah  ; 
a  prince  powerful  and  tyrannic,  and  one 
whofe  vengeance  they  feverely  felt. 

Driven 
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Driven  from  their  hSiory  at  Calcutta, 
they  fome  time  continued  in  a  moft  de- 
plorable fituation.  The  fiends  of  rapine 
and  deftruftion  were  let  loofe  upon  their 
defencelefs  heads.  The  lives  of  many 
were  deftroyed,  and  the  effects  of  others 
were  plundered  without  mercy. 

Roufed  at  the  diftrefs  of  their  fifter  co» 
lony,  and  powerfully  affifted  by  the  Na- 
bob of  the  Carnatic,  who  from  change 
of  fortune  again  began  to  breathe,  the 
prefidency  of  Madras  fent  a  reinforcement 
to  their  aid.  Admiral  Watlbn,  who  at 
this  time  commanded  a  fleet  in  the  In- 
dian feas,  and  who  with  Colonel  Clive 
had  juft  cruflied  the  power  of  Angria  on 
the  Malabar  coaft,  appeared  to  their  re- 
lief. The  conquefts  which  thefe  officers 
had  to  make  were  eafy,  when  compara- 
tively confidered  with  thofe  they  had  fb 
lately  concluded.  Calcutta  furrendered  on 
their  appearing  before  it ;  and  Chander- 
nagore,  the  French  fettlement  on  the  op- 
H  pofite 
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pofite  banks  of  the  Houghley,  capitulated 
after  a  warm  bombardment  from  the 
fleet. 

The  Engllfli  thus  re-eftabl'iftied  in  Ben- 
gal, a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  was 
concluded  with  Serajah-Ul-Dowlah.  Trea- 
ties, however,  had  nearly  been  ineffeflual. 
Serajah-Ul-Dowlah  ftill  fmarted  from  the 
difgrace  his  arms  had  met  with  ;  and 
certain  intelligence  confirmed  the  general 
fufpicion  of  his  having  formed  the  defiga 
of  extirpating  them  by  treachery.  This 
occafioned  frefh  hoftilities ;  and  the  exi- 
gency of  affairs  pointing  out  the  neceffity 
of  fome  grand  exertion,  it  was  fliortly  re- 
folved  to  depofe  Serajah-Ul-Dowlah,  and 
to  place  upon  the  Mufnud  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces Meer-Jaffier-Ally-Cawn. 

A  negociation  was  accordingly  begun, 
and  a  treaty  entered  into,  by  which  Meer- 
Jaffier  agreed,  when  the  revolution  fhould 
be  accomplilhed,  to  pay  into  the  India 
Company's  treafury  one  million  two  hun- 
dred 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  99 

drcd  thoufand  pounds ;  to  the  European 
fufferers  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; 
the  fame  fum  to  the  navy  and  army ; 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  natives  of  the  country  ; 
and  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Armenians. 

Every  thing  being  agreed  upon,  Colo- 
nel Clive  marched  v^rith  his  little  army 
and  attacked  the  Nabob,  whofe  forces  he 
entirely  defeated.  Serajah-Ul-Dowlah  was 
himfelf  taken  prifoner,  and  his  death  fol- 
lowed foon  after.  The  battle  of  Plafley 
happened  on  the  23d  of  June,  1757;  and 
on  the  30th  of  June,  Colonel  Clive  feated 
Jaffier-Ally-Cawn  on  the  Mufnud,  which 
he  enjoyed  until  the  year  i  760,  when  he 
was  depofed  in  favour  of  his  fon-in-law, 
Coffim-AUy-Cawn. 

The  caufes    afilgned   by  the  aiders  of 

this     fecond    revolution    were,     amongft 

others,  thefe  :  that  Meer-Jaffier  was  of  a 

H  2  tempac 


I 


lOO  ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA. 

temper  extremely  tyrannical  and  avari- 
cious, at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  of  an 
indolent  turn,  and  furrounded  by  flaves 
and  flatterers  who  were  hoftile  to  the  Eng- 
li(h  ;  that  he  attributed  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
his  affairs  to  Imaginary  plots  and  contri- 
vances againfl  him,  and  facrlficed  lives 
without  mercy  to  the  excefs  of  his  jealou- 
fy  ;  that  the  frequent  executions,  perpe- 
trated without  the  leafl  reafon,  made  him 
the  dread  and  deteftation  of  all  good  men  ; 
that  he  became  a  prey  to  his  fervants, 
who,  knowing  fuch  a  government  could 
not  fland  long,  fought  only  to  make 
themfelves  rich  by  opprefling  his  fubjedls; 
and  laftly,  that  the  unufual  fcarclty  and 
dearnefs  of  provllions  in  the  capital  of  the 
Nabob's  country,  and  in  all  the  provinces, 
was  occafioned  by  the  heavy  and  exorbi- 
tant taxes  laid  upon  them  :  all  which  con- 
fideratlons  called  aloud  for  an  immediate 
change  of  fyftem. 

However  this  may  be,  CofTim-Ally  be- 

gaa  his  reign  by  iucreafing   the  number 

2  of 
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of  his  troops,  and  difcipllning  them  in 
the  European  manner ;  and  efleeming  his 
capital  Moorfhedabaud,  the  fcene  of  his 
predeceflbr's  fall,  too  near  the  Englilh  fet- 
tlements,  he  removed  his  court  to  Rajah- 
Mahal,  that  the  place  of  his  refidence 
might  be  farther  from  the  reach  of  a  peo- 
ple, who,  in  the  event,  might  find  as  ma- 
ny pretences  for  depoling  him,  as  they 
had  done  for  violating  their  former  trea- 
ties with  his  father-in-law. 

All  Coflim's  meafures  (hewed  his  de- 
fuse to  eftablifh  himfelf  on  a  foundation 
lefs  precarious  than  the  friendship  of  the 
Enghfh.  And,  left  the  Englifh  fhould 
grow  jealous  of  his  increaling  power,  and 
endeavour  to  reduce  his  authority,  by  fub- 
je6ting  the  Soubahfhip  to  its  primitive 
dependency  on  the  Mogul,  and  thereby 
oblige  him  to  pay  into  the  royal  treafury 
the  revenues  of  the  provinces,  he  fet 
every  engine  at  work  to  inftil  into  the 
king's  mind  a  diftruft  and  apprehenfion  of 
them. 

H  3  This, 
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This,  though  effected  for  the  moment, 
was  not  long  undifcovered,  and  incenfcd 
the  Mogul  lo  much  aganift  him,  that  he 
voluntarily  made  an  offer  to  the  Company 
of  the  Devvannee  of  thofe  countries.  Be- 
iides  which,  he  promifed  to  confirm  them 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  lands  of  Burdvvan, 
Midnapore  and  Chittagong,  which  they 
then  held,  provided  they  would  aifift  him 
in  re-afcending  his  throne,  and  in  reco- 
vering fuch  of  his'  territories  as  were  in 
the  hands  of  his  rebellious  fubjecls.  Shu- 
jah-Ul-Dowlah,  the  Nabob  of  Owd  and 
Vizier  of  the  empire,  offered  the  afliftance 
of  his  forces  to  accomplifh  the  reftoration 
of  his  fbvereign. 

Negociations  of  this  tendency  foon 
awakened  the  jealoufy  of  Colfim-Ally- 
Cawn.  From  his  firft  acceflion  he  had 
induftrioufly,  though  furely  not  without 
reafon,  involved  ail  his  officers  in  con- 
tefts  with  the  Englifh,  and  laboured  to 
make  his  own  enmity  the  common  caufe 
of  his  fubjeds.  The  breach  was  there- 
fore 
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fore  too  wide  to  admit  of  lenient  ap- 
plications :  all  pofiibility  of  an  accommo- 
dation was  at  an  end  ;  and  the  inhuman 
murder  of  Mr.  Amyatt,  the  gentlemen  of 
his  family,  and  his  attendants,  though 
returning  under  the  faith  of  a  paffport  to 
Calcutta,  gave  the  finl  fignal  of  hoftili- 
tics. 

War  was  accordingly  declared  againft 
Coffim-Ally,  and  a  proclamation  ifl'ued 
for  the  reftoration  of  Meer-Jaffier-Ally- 
Cawn  to  the  Soubahdary. 

Nothing  extraordinary  occurred  in  the 
tranfaclions  of  this  war.  Coffim-Ally 
was  driven  from  his  dominions  ;  but  not 
till  he  had  taken  Patna,  and  malTacred 
in  cold  blood  the  whole  of  the  Er^glilh 
garrifon,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  Mr.  Fullarton  excepted.  Meer- 
Jaffier-Ally-Cawn  was  once  more  feated 
on  the  Mufnud.  Thefe  eveiits  happened 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1763. 

H   4  The 
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The  Mogul  was  at  this  time  with 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  unto  whom  an  agent 
was  fent  by  the  EngHfh,  foliciting  an  al- 
liance, and  requiring  his  afliflance  againft 
the  perfon  and  adherents  of  Coflim,  whom 
they  threatened  with  deilrudion. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  a  reverfe  of 
iyftem,  with  refpe^fl  to  Euroj-ean  poHtics, 
had  aheady  taken  place  in  the  court  of 
Owd.  The  king  and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, 
on  farther  confideration,  had  refolved  not 
to  acquiefce  in  the  views  of  the  Englifli ; 
but  ftedfaftly  and  refolutely  to  fupport  tlie 
fallen  fortunes  of  Coliim-Ally  ;  and  to 
reftore  him,  if  poffible,  to  the  government 
of  Bengal. 

In  confequcnce  of  this,  hoftilities  fpee- 
dily  commenced  between  the  Englifli,  the 
Mogul,  and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  ;  nor  was 
it  until  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  was  totally 
difcomfited  at  the  battle  of  Buxar,  in 
Odober    1764,    that    overtures  of  peace 

were 
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were  fent  by  hira  to  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment. 

Previous  to  which,  however,  the  Mo- 
gul, who  had  been  nothing  better  than  a 
ftate-prifoner  in  Shnjah-Ul-Dowlah's  camp, 
had  written  to  Colonel  Munro,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Englifh  forces,  requefting 
that  he  might  be  taken  under  his  pro- 
tection ;  and,  in  return,  promifing  him  a 
grant  of  the  country  of  Shujah-Ul-Dow- 
lah,  or  any  other  compenfation  he  might 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  Eall-India 
Company. 

Nor  did  he  flop  here;  for  having  found 
an  opportunity  to  efcape  from  the  camp 
of  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  he  prefented  him- 
felf  before  the  Englilh  General,  and  was 
in  confequence  taken  under  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  his  flag.  At  the  fame  time 
friendly  overtures  from  Shujah-Ul-Dow- 
lah  were  rejected,  becaufe  he  would 
not  deliver  up  either  Coffim-Ally,  or  the 
barbarous  Sumro,  who  had  perpetrated  the 

mafTacre 
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maffacre  at  Patna ;  the  war  was  confe- 
quently  rekindled,  and  with  vigour  and 
animofity  on  both  fides. 

Worn  out  with  age  and  infirmity, 
Meer-Jaffier-Ally-Cawn  departed  this  life 
at  Moorfhedabaud  the  1 4th  of  January 
1765;  and,  in  the  February  following 
was  fucceeded  in  the  Mufnud  by  his  fon 
N  udj  ina-Ul-Dowlah . 

Lord  Clive,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  having  again  afTumed  the  reins  of 
government  in  Bengal,  the  Council  in- 
vefled  him,  conjointly  with  General  Car- 
nac,  with  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
pacification  and  alliance  with  the  Mogul 
and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah.  A  folemn  and 
definitive  treaty  was  accordingly  ratified 
with  each  of  thofe  princes. 

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  bound   himfelf  for 

payment  of  fifty   lacks  of  rupees  to  the 

Company,   as  an  Indemnification  for   the 

expences    of  the  war.     Coflim-Ally   and 

4  his 
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his  retainers  having  fled  into  the  Rohilla 
country,  any  ftipulations  with  refped  to 
them  were  unneceflary. 

The  Mogul  granted  to  the  Company 
the  Dewannee  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa  ;  and  an  iiiftrumeiit  was  executed, 
in  the  name  of  the  young  Nabob  Nudjim- 
Ul-Dowlah,  for  a  yearly  tribute  of  twenty^ 
fix  lacks  of  rupees,  to  be  paid  into  the 
royal  treafury,  for  the  Soubahfhip  of 
Bengal. 

The  Company  likewife,  at  the  defire 
of  the  Nabob,  became  his  guarantees : 
and  farther  agreed,  or  rather  impofed  the 
condition,  to  pay  into  his  treafury  an  an- 
nual fum  towards  the  expences  of  his 
houfehold  ;  provided  he  interfered  not  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 
vinces. 

By  the  treaty  entered  into  with  Nud- 
jim-Ul-Dowlah,  which  we  have  jufl:  men- 
tioned,   and    which,    upon    an    impartial 

review. 
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review,  bears  very  evident  marks  of  com- 
pulfion  and  reftraint,  that  young  prince 
diverted  himfelf  of  almoft  every  autho- 
rity. He  thereby  agreed  to  rely  upon 
the  Company's  forces,  and  to  maintain 
no  troops  of  his  own,  but  fuch  as  fhould 
be  immediately  neceflkry  for  the  dignity  of 
his  perfon,  and  for  the  ordinary  Sibbendy  *; 
and  even  ftipulated  that  thofe  fliould  not 
be  under  his  own  diredion,  but  that  they 
Ihould  be  commanded  by  a  perfon  fixed 
with  him  by  the  advice  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Calcutta,  in  the  ftation  of 
Naib-Soubahdar,  who  (liould  have  the  im- 
mediate and  abfolute  management  of  his 
affairs:  and  farther,  he  invefted  the  Com- 
pany with  an  unlimited  power  of  appoint- 
ing and  dlfplacing  all  fuch  officers  of  his 
government  as  they  Ihould  think  proper. 

Thus  have  we,  in  the  briefed  manner, 
touched  upon  the  occurrences  of  Bengal. 

*  Troops  employed  in  the  collc6lions. 

Shujah- 
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Shujah-Ul-Dowlah    was    reftored    to    his 
dominions  ;   the  Mogul  was  eflabhflied  in 
the  kingdom  of  Corah,   with  part  of  the 
province  of  Allahabad,  and  an  annual  let- 
tlement  of  twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees  from 
the  province  of  Bengal,  provided  he  refided 
with,    and    under  the  protection  of,   the 
Englifh  :     and    Nudjim-Ul-Dowlah,    de- 
pendent on  the  admlniflration  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and   giving  up   the   management  of 
his  own  country  to  the   Company  for  a 
flipulated  fum    of  fomething  more    than 
fifty-three    lacks    of  rupees    per    annum, 
was  nominally  the   Soubahdar  of  Bengal. 
By  which    arrangement,    independent    of 
the  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  from  Shujah-Ul- 
Dowlah,    the    reverfion  of  Lord    Clive's 
Jaghire,  and  the  ceffion  of  the  five  North- 
ern Circars  on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel, 
the  Company  came  into  the  pofTefilon  of 
a  nett  annual  revenue  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  lacks  of  rupees,  oronemilHon 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred pounds  flerling. 

BOOK 
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BOOK      IV. 

XJL  A  D  we  continued  our  narrative  in 
any  particular  order  of  time,  we  ftiould 
have  related  the  tranfa^tions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  pre- 
vious to  our  having  entered  on  thofe 
of  Orixa  or  Bengal  ;  but  as  the  one 
country  was  barren  of  events  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  other,  and  as  the 
territorial  acquifitions  of  the  Company, 
both  on  the  Coromandel  coaft  and  in 
Bengal,  were  great  national  obje£ls,  and 
were  obtained  in  perpetuity  at  the  fame 
time  ;  we  conceived  it  more  conformable 
to  our  original  plan  to  give  them  the 
front  ground,  and  to  blend  the  accounts 
together. 

Malabar,   as  it  is  now  generally  deno- 
minated, extends  from  Cape  Comorin  to 

the  river  Indus,  and  in  that  vaft  tradl 
contains  an   infinite   number  of  different 

governments.     The  commerce  which  in- 
vited 
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vlted  Venice  from  her  canals,  and  Am- 
llerdam  from  her  marflies,  had  rendered 
Goa  the  center  of  the  riches  of  India,  and 
one  of  tlie  moft  celebrated  marts  in  the 
world.  It  is  now  reduced  to  a  mere  ruin, 
though  defended  by  a  body  of  troops, 
which  are  a  very  confiderable  expencc  to 
the  Portuguefe  government. 

Bombay  is  a  fmall  ifland,  which  having 
been  given  as  part  of  the  dower  of  the 
Infanta  of  Portugal,  married  to  Charles 
the  Second  of  England,  was  by  that  prince 
ceded  to  the  India  Company.  It  was  at 
firft  coniidered  in  no  other  light  than  that 
of  an  excellent  harbour,  which,  in  time 
of  peace,  might  ferve  as  a  place  of  refrefh- 
ment  for  the  merchantmen  frequenting  the 
Malabar  coaft  ;  and,  in  time  of  war,  as  a 
winter  ftation  for  the  fquadrons  which  go- 
vernment might  fend  to  India.  This  was 
conddered  as  a  very  valuable  advantage  in 
feas  where  there  are  fo  few  good  Bays, 
and  where,  in  Ihort,  the  Englilh  have  no 
other.  The  fettlement  has  fince  been  ren- 
dered 
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dered  much  more  ufeful.  The  Company 
have  made  it  the  mart  of  all  their  trade 
with  Malabar,  Surat,  and  the  Perfian  and 
Arabian  gulphs. 

Salfette  is  another  ifland  feparated  from 
Bombay  by  a  narrow  channel,  forda- 
ble  at  low  water,  and  was  taken  by  the 
Mahrattahs  from  the  Portuguefe.  This 
ifland  is  remarkably  fertile.  It  is  about 
twenty-fix  miles  long,  and  nine  broad. 
The  Mahrattahs,  maftcrs  of  it  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  kept  the  Engliih  fettlc- 
ment  at  Bombay  in  continual  apprehen- 
fion ;  not  from  any  dread  of  the  power 
of  their  arms,  but  from  that  of  a  ftill 
more  formidable  enemy,  want.  Barren 
in  itfelf,  Bombay  could  not  fupply  its  nu- 
merous inhabitants  with  provifions  in  any 
degree  adequate  to  its  confumption.  Sal- 
fette was,  therefore,  its  chief  refource. 
From  that  ifland  they  derived  the  greatefl: 
part  of  their  food,  and  in  cafes  of  exigency 
were  to  depend  on  it  for  fupport. 

If 
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Had  not  the  attention  of  the  Compa- 
ny been  diverted  by  the  great  fcenes  in 
which  they  were  engaged  on  the  coafl:  of 
Coromandel  and  in  Bengal,  it  is  natural 
to  believe,  that  this  ifland  would  not  have 
remained  fo  long  unmolefted  in  the  hands 
of  the  Mahrattahs.  Late  meafures,  how- 
ever, have  effeflually  fecured  it  to  the 
Englifh.  The  acquifition  is  certainly  a 
valuable  one  ;  and  care  will  no  doubt  be 
taken,  that  it  be  not  wrefted  from  them 
in  future. 

About  a  century  ago,  a  private  Mah- 
rattah,  of  the  name  of  Angria,  by  dif^ 
tindlion  called  Conajie  Angria,  having, 
from  the  influence  of  good  fortune,  raifed 
himfelf  to  an  high  degree  of  diftindllon 
during  the  wars  of  the  Mahrattah  flate 
with  the  Mogul  adminiftration  of  Su- 
rat,  and  having  been  in  confequence  in- 
vefted  with  the  government  of  Severn- 
droog,  there  affumed  to  himfelf  a  com- 
mand, which,  fpurning  at  the  fetters  of 
authority,  boldly  exalted  him  to  a  fitua- 
I  tion 
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tlon  that  awakened  the  jealoufy  and 
apprehenfion  of  all  the  maritime  powers 
of  the  Eaft.  At  hrif,  his  depredations 
were  confined  to  the  little  veflels  that 
coafted  along  the  fhores  of  Malabar  ;  but 
fuccefs  attending  him  in  all  his  enter- 
prizes,  and  the  number  of  his  feamen  in- 
creafing  as  the  fame  of  his  prowefs  fpread 
abroad,  he  quickly  found  himfelf  enabled 
to  extend  the  objects  of  his  ambition.  By 
degrees  he  acquired  a  confiderable  domi- 
nion ;  infomuch,  that  the  Mahrattahs  con- 
ceived it  advifeable,  not  only  to  bury  in 
oblivion  the  remembrance  of  his  tranfgref- 
fions,  but  even  to  conciliate  his  friendlhip 
by  a  peace,  which,  under  the  claufe  of 
an  annual  tribute,  they  concluded  with 
him  at  his  capital  of  Geriah.  The  com- 
merce of  India  was  by  this  means  clog- 
ged with  infuperable  difficulties.  The 
Englhh  and  Dutch,  in  particular,  fuf- 
fered  confiderbly  in  their  trade.  Com- 
mercial fliips  of  a  refpedlable  force,  be- 
longing  to   either   nation,    fell    into    his 

hands. 
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hands.       The    convoys    thenifelves    were 
often  beat  off,  and  fometimes  even  taken. 

The  continual  lofles  which  piracies  of 
this  nature  occafioned  to  the  Europeans 
who  had  fettlements  in  the  Eaft,  at  length 
determined  the  EngUfh,  in  concert  with 
the  Portuguefe,  to  attack  the  principal 
refort  of  the  followers  of  Angria  ;  this 
was  in  1722.  The  expedition,  however, 
proved  abortive.  Nor  did  another,  which 
was  undertaken  by  the  Dutch  in  1724, 
although  the  force  confifted  of  feven  (hips 
of  war  and  two  bomb-ketches,  in  any 
manner  anfwer  the  expedations  that  were 
formed  from  it. 

At  length  the  Mahrattahs,  on  failure 
of  the  ftipulated  tribute,  leagued  them- 
felves  with  the  Englifh  prefidency  of 
Bombay.  The  efforts  of  thefe  powers 
were  in  the  end  vidorious.  Geriah, 
I  with  all  the  territory  and  harbours  of 
the  ufurper,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
confederates  in  1756  ;  and  a  power  was 
I   2  thereby 
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thereby  cruihed,  which,  for  a  number  of 
years,  had  been  the  dread  and  fcourge  oT 
the  Weflern  coafts  of  the  Peninfula  of 
India. 

Surat,  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, was  a  confiderable  time  the  only 
feaport  on  that  iide  of  Hindoilan,  for  the 
exportation  of  the  manufacSlures  of  the  Mo- 
gul empire,  and  for  the  importation  of  ma- 
ny necefl'ary  articles.  It  had  alfo  been  the 
place  whence  zealots,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca,  embarked  for  the  purpofes  of  vifit- 
hig  the  tomb  of  their  holy  prophet.  Equal- 
ly anxious  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
of  his  dominions,  and  for  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  devout  Muffulmen  who  were  bent 
on  the  completion  of  their  vows,  the 
Mogul  appointed  an  admiral  at  Surat, 
whole  influence  was  extenfive,  and  whofc 
allowances  were  coniiderable.  The  fala- 
ry,  however,  not  being  pundually  paid, 
the  admiral,  Siddce  Muflbot,  feized  upon 
the  caftle,  and,  from  that  fortrefs,  laid 
the  city  under  contribution. 

The 
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'  The  Mahrattahs,  who  had  long  been 
accuftomed  to  receive  one  fourth  part  of 
the  revenues,  on  condition  that  they  fhould 
not  moleft  the  inland  trade,  faw  the  con- 
fufion  which  this  occafioned,  with  all 
the  exultation  of  unprincipled  rapacity. 
They  flattered  themfelves  that  the  dif- 
trefles  either  of  the  admiral  or  the  inha- 
bitants would  call  for  their  prote<5lion, 
and  that  the  plunder  of  the  place  would 
confequently  be  their  reward.  They, 
therefore,  wiflied  for  nothing  more  than 
to  gain  admiffion  within  the  ramparts, 
which  had  been  fettled  as  their  barrier. 
The  traders,  however,  well  acquainted 
with  the  treachery  of  the  Mahrattahs,  and 
trembling  for  their  property,  called  in  the 
Englifh  in  1759,  and  aided  them  in  the 
reduction  of  the  citadel.  The  Mogul 
afterwards  confirmed  the  Englifh  in  the 
pofleflion  of  it,  together  with  the  exercife 
of  the  office  of  admiral  of  the  empire. 
This  revolution  reftored  tranquillity  to 
Surat ;  and  Bombay,  which  was  the  caufe 
I   3  of 
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of  it,  acquired  an  addition  of  wealth,    in- 
fluence, and  power. 

Having,  in  the  courfe  of  our  narrative, 
been  neceffarily  obUged  to  mention  the 
Mahrattahs,  a  nation  whofe  miHtary  ope- 
rations have  had  a  mofl  extenfive  influence 
through  the  whole  empire  of  Hindoftan, 
and  whofe  power  even  at  this  day  is  de- 
precated by  the  mofl:  formidable  poten- 
tates of  the  Eafl,  we  fliall  beg  our  readers* 
patience  for  a  moment,  while  we  colle6l 
together  fuch  accounts  as  may  be  deemed 
authentic,  touching  the  government  and 
hiflory  of  fo  confiderable  a  people. 


BOOK 
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BOOK     V. 

OiNCE  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
feiit  century,  two  powerful  and  noted  na- 
tions have  arifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
Mogul  empire,  and  in  oppofite  quarters 
of  Hindoftan ;  the  Mahrattahs  and  Seiks. 
The  former  we  fhall  now  bring  under  re- 
view. They  preceded  the  Seiks  in  point 
of  time  ;  and  they  are  fuperior  to  them 
in  extent  of  dominion,  in  military  force, 
and  in  political  importance.  The  Mah- 
rattahs were  originally  Rathoas,  a  branch 
of  the  Rajahputes.  The  word  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  derived  from  their  manner  of 
fighting,  and  their  predatory  incurfions  ; 
Mahr  lignifying  attack,  and  hattah,  re- 
treat. The  Mahrattahs  are  alfo  called 
Burgles.  Neither  appellation,  however, 
is  pleafing  to  them.  They  look  upon 
both  as  contemptuous,  and  prefer  the  ge- 
neral term  Dckani,  (or  Southern.) 

I  4  Rajah- 
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Rajah  or  Rana-Bheem,  foverelgn  of 
Oodipoor,  was  founder  of  the  Dynafty 
of  Mahrattah  Rajahs.  He  was  of  the 
noblefl:  and  mofi:  ancient  family  of  Hin- 
doo princes.  He  left  two  fons,  Kam- 
Singh,  who  fucceeded  him ;  and  Bagh- 
Sing,  who  panted  for  dominion,  and  faw 
it  eafy  of  acquliition  in  the  diftra£ted  em- 
pire of  the  Moguls.  Bagh-Slng,  with  the 
approbation  of  his  brother,  quitting  Oodi- 
poor, arrived  with  a  confiderable  train  of 
followers  in  the  Decan,  a  country  at  that 
time  divided  into  various  principalities, 
and  there  engaged  himfelf  in  the  fervice 
of  Rajah  Ali-Mohur.  In  this  Rajah's 
employ,  however,  he  continued  no  lon- 
ger than  till  he  had  planned  his  future 
progrefs.  He  then,  having  acquired 
the  title  of  Bhonfillah*,  quitted  it,  and 
fettled  with  his  adherents  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Poonah.  He  had  two  fons, 
Maloojee  and  Bumbojee,   who  were  both 

♦  This  compound  fignlfies,  a  fpeor  in  the  bread  of 
an  enemy,  and  is  meant  to  denote  the  prowefs  of  thofe 
who  bear  the  name. 

renowned 
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renowned  for  gallantry  and  intrepidity  of 
ipirit. 

The  important  fortrefs  of  Dovvlatabad 
was  about  this  period  commanded  by  a 
Hindoo  of  great  confideration ,  called  Ja- 
doorae.  This  chief  hearing  of  the  fame 
of  the  brothers,  and  wifhing  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  their  abilities,  invited  them  to  his 
fervice.  They  agreed  to  his  propofitions, 
and  were  diftinguifhed  and  favoured  by 
him,  till  too  far  prefuming  on  their  fuc- 
cefs,  he  found  himfelf  conftrained  to  dii^ 
mifs  them  from  their  refpedbive  offices. 
They  then  returned  towards  home,  but, 
on  their  arrival,  found  their  father  dead. 
This  opened  their  views  to  more  impor- 
tant objeds.  Their  father  had  died  opu- 
lent. He  had  likewife  left  a  little  army, 
which  was  daily  gathering  ftrength. 

Maloojee  and  Bumbojee,  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Oodipoor  Rajahputes,  entered 
into  aflbcation  with  a  celebrated  freebooter 
of  Phultunger,    named   Nimalgur,    who 

had 
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had  the   command  of  a  few  fquadrons  of 
good   horfe.     They  alfo  engaged   with  a 
rich  merchant  of  Chumar-Rondh,    called 
Shafoota-Naig,    who  coming  heartily  into 
their  views,    agreed    to   be  their  treafurer. 
Maloojee  was  the  firft  who  took  the  field. 
"With  a  compa(5t   body  of  three  thoufand 
horfe,    he   entered    the   pafs    of  Nimadit- 
Hawri,    and  miarching  along  the  banks  of 
the  river  Godawuri,  arrived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood   of    Dowlatabad.       From    this 
place  he    wrote  to  Nizam- Shaw,   one  of 
the  fovereigns    of    the    Decan  ;     and   in 
the    moft   infolent  manner  threatened  to 
pollute  the  mofques    of  the  Decan  with 
the  blood  of  hogs,  unleis  certain  demands 
were  immediately  complied  with.      This 
menace,  or  more  probably  the  apprehen- 
lions  of  Nizam-Shaw,    worked  as  favour- 
ably as  he  could  have  wifhed.     Nizam- 
Shaw  received  and  loaded  him  with  kind- 
nefs.      He    even    acquiefced   in    a    defire 
which  this  adventurer    exprefled  of  mar- 
rying   his    fon    Shahjee    to    the    daughter 
of  Jadoorae.     The  nuptials  were  folem- 

nized 
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iilzed  by  Nizam-Shaw's  exprefs  command, 
and  Maloojee  was  permitted  to  eftablifh 
himfelf  in  Dowlatabad,  in  which  place 
his  coadjutors  alfo  took  up  their  abode; 
Ouja-Gobind  being  appointed  their  peifh- 
wa,  or  prims  minifter.  This  is  the  ori- 
gin of  an  office,  which  we  fhall  prefently 
find  to  be  of  very  high  importance. 

Maloojee  and  Bumbojee,  great  in  repu- 
tation, and  formidable  in  power,  died  both 
ill  an  advanced  age  at  Dowlatabad.  Shah- 
jee  fucceeded  them,  having  a  Ton,  whom 
he  named  Sumbha-jee,  born  of  his  mar- 
riage with  the  daughter  of  Jadoorae. 
Shahjee  preferved  the  fame  degree  of  efti- 
mation  at  the  court  of  Nizam-Shaw, 
which  his  father  and  uncle  had  pofTcfled. 
He  even  received  the  appointment  of  go- 
verning minifter  from  the  Queen  Regent 
of  Nizam-Shaw,  that  monarch  being  alfo 
dead.  But  the  jealoufy  of  old  Jadoorae 
took  fire  at  this  exaltation  of  his  fon-in- 
law.  He  grieved  at  finding  himfelf  pre- 
cluded from  a  ftation,  to  which,  not  only 

ex- 
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experience  but  length  of  fervices  gave  ^'ra 
a  preferable  cL.Im  to.  Nor  did  he  content 
himfelf  with  repining.  He  fecretly  un- 
dermined the  influence  and  authority  of 
Shahjee.  He  even  procured  an  army  un- 
der Meer-Jumlah,  Shaw-Jehan's  general, 
to  be  fent  againft  him. 

This  implacability  of  Jedoorae  plunged 
Shahjee  in  difficulties.  He  was  unable  to 
encounter  the  Emperor*s  general  in  the 
jfield ;  nor  had  he  refources  fufficient  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  foreign  mercenaries. 
Thus  flraightened,  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in 
the  fort  of  Mahvoli  :  here  he  was  be- 
fieged  by  Meer-Jumlah.  The  fhafts  of 
ill  fortune  were  now,  he  conceived,  in- 
evitably levelled  againfl  him  :  but  happi- 
ly a  negociation,  which  he  privately  car- 
ried on  with  the  governor  of  Bijahpoor*, 
proved  propitious  to  his  caufe.  The  go- 
vernor aflbred  him  of  the  warmefl  at- 
tachment   to    his  interefls  ;    he  conjured 

*  Bijahpoor,  erroneoully  called  Viziapoure. 

him 
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him  to  rely   upon  his  word,   and  to  con- 
fide himfelf  and  family  to  his  charge. 

Shahjee  embraced  the  friendly  offer. 
He  abandoned  Mahvoli  in  the  night, 
and  effeded  his  cfcape,  though  not  with- 
out infinite  difficulty,  to  Bijahpoor.  His 
wife,  however,  big  with  child,  fell  into 
her  father's  hands,  and  was  by  him  fent 
to  the  fortrefs  of  Seonburri.  Here  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  boy*,  whom  (he 
named  after  the  divinity  of  the  place, 
Shavajee,  or  Savajee.  The  Prince  of  Bi- 
jahpoor, Sultan  Secundar-Shaw,  received 
the  unfortunate  Shajee  with  tendernefs 
and  refpeft.  He  took  him  into  his  clofeft 
confidence,  and  very  fhortly  afterwards 
conferred  upon  him  in  Jaghire  the  Car- 
natic. 

Meer-Jumlah  was  now  remanded  to 
Delhi.     Jadoorae  of  courfe  found  it  ex- 

*  1549  of  the  Hindoo  year,  anfwering  to  the  year 
of  Chrift  1628. 

pedient 
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pedient  to  feek  a  diftant  afyliim.  The 
Queen  Regent  and  the  flamily  of  Nlzam- 
Shaw,  who,  in  confequence  of  the  afcen- 
dency  of  this  party,  had  been  confined  to 
Mahvoh,  were  now  recondu6ted  to  Dow- 
latabad  :  but  Meer-Jumlah  again  appear- 
ing in  the  Decan,  hoftihties  commenced 
afrefii.  The  ifl'ue  was  favourable  to  the 
Queen  Regent.  The  Imperial  general 
was  defeated.  Previous  to  this,  however, 
an  accommodation  of  difficulties  had  ta- 
ken place  between  Jadoorae  and  the  Queen 
Regent.  Shahjee  being  in  the  Carnatic, 
was  no  longer  an  objeO:  either  of  jealoufy, 
or  fear. 

The  kingdoms  Bijahpoor  and  Dowlata- 
bad,  never  cordial  in  amity,  were  now, 
from  a  trivial  caufe,  to  experience  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  Their  armies  took  the 
field.  The  forces  of  Dowlatabad  were 
confiderable  :  thofe  of  Bijahpoor  more 
powerful  ;  the  latter  being  joined  by 
Shahjee  and  his  Rajahputes,  and  the 
well-difciplined  troops  of  the  Carnatic. 
4  Merar- 
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Merar-Jugdeo,  minifter  of  the  Sultan 
of  Bijahpoor,  and  Shahjee,  marching  to 
the  Wefhward,  encamped  at  Poonah. 
Here  they  began  hoftilitles.  Poonah  fell, 
and  was  razed  to  the  ground.  The  coun- 
try next  fubmitted  to  the  conquerors.  In 
a  word,  the  whole  dominion  of  Dovvla- 
tabad,  in  that  quarter  of  the  Decan,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  generals  af  Bijah- 
poor. Shahjee's  reputation  and  influence 
conlequently  increafed.  The  Sultan  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  Jaghire,  in  addition 
to  the  Carnatic,  the  provinces  bounded 
on  the  one  fide  by  Poonah  and  Cokun, 
and  on  the  other  by  Wae,  Surwae,  Soopi, 
Undalpoor,  and  Jadgeer.  The  governors 
placed  over  them  by  Shahjee,  were  Dada- 
jei,  and  Sidi  Hullah,  an  Ethiopian. 

Dadajei,  in  whom  implicit  confidence 
was  placed,  was  now  entrufted  with  the 
care  of  Shavajee  and  his  mother  ; — while 
Shahjee  himfclf  penetrated  into  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Polygars  of  Gungeer.  Here 
uncommon  fuccefs  attended  him.     But  he 

ioft 


]iji8  ANALYSIS    OF    INDIA 

loft  his  fon,  Sumbhajee,  who  was  killed 
in  attacking  a  petty  fortrefs.  His  return 
was  marked  by  marrying  another  woman, 
named  Tookabae,  of  the  tribe  of  Moah- 
teh,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  called  Ika- 
jei  :  and  by  his  repudiating  the  daughter 
of  Jadoorae,  and  abandoning  the  interefts 
of  her  fon  Shavajee. 

Shavajee  now  began  to  manlfeft  a  rifing 
genius.  All  his  ftudies  and  exercifes 
were  purfued  with  eagernefs.  He  fhewed 
an  impatience  of  control; — but,  withal, 
a  liberality  of  fpirit.  Shahjee  was  inward- 
ly grieved  at  this  fuperiority  over  his  fa- 
vourite Ikajei,  whofe  parts  were  feeble,  and 
whofe  difpofition  was  but  negatively  good. 
He,  however,  endeavoured  to  out-balance 
the  natural  and  acquired  advantages  of  the 
pne,  by  the  dazzling  trappings  of  confe- 
quence  in  the  other.  He  accordingly 
appointed  Ikajei  to  the  command  of  the 
province  of  Chundawur,  which  he  had 
recently  conquered  in  the  Carnatic  from  a 
Poly  gar  called  Ragho  ;  and  over  it,  and  a 

refpedable 
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fefpe6lable   army,    gave    him    unbounded 
authority. 

Dadajei,  with  whom  Shavajei  refided, 
was  at  this  time  in  poffeffion  of  a  well- 
earned  reputation.  His  fervices  to  Shah« 
jei,  in  the  government  of  Poonah,  had 
been  eminent.  To  him  alone  it  was  ow- 
ing, that  Aurungzebe  had  exhibited  any 
fymptoms  of  amity  and  forbearance.  But 
Shavajei*s  turbulent  and  ambitious  ipirit 
was  the  fource  of  continual  difquietude  to 
him.  He  drove  by  every  effort  to  keep 
him  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  but 
all  to  no  effed.  Shavajei  was  irreclaimable. 
He  buril:  all  reftraint,  and  affumed  the  do- 
minion of  himfelf. 

Dadajei  linking  under  the  weight  of 
years,  and  dreading  the  iflue  of  this  flrug- 
gle  for  independency  in  Shavajei,  gave  up 
all  farther  relifli  for  life,  and  taking  poi- 
fon,  put  an  end  to  his  anxieties  and  his 
cxiftence  together. 

K  Shavajei 
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Shavajei     no     longer    under    the    ap- 

prehenfion   of  control,  and   Simulated  by 
ambition     and    opportunity,     feized     the 
reins  of  government  on  Dadajei's    death. 
In     the    full     confidence    of   power,     he 
formed     an    adminiftration.       To     Siam 
Raje   he   confided   the  feals    of  the  Peifh- 
waee.       Ragho    Bulalutri    he    nominated 
his    fecretary  ;     and    to    Raghonat    Balal 
he     entruftcd      the     control     and     pay- 
ment   of   his     forces.      His    age    at    this 
time    was    barely  feventeen.       A   caft-ofF 
likewife   and  an    alien    from   his     father. 
But    thefe   were   no    impediments :    they 
were  rather  fpurs  to  the  daring  propen— 
fities  of  his  mind.     The  vigorous  ardour 
of  youth,    tempered  indeed  by  an  uncom- 
mon (hare  of  penetration  and  fagacity,  led 
him    to  decifion  and  promptitude  in  his 
adions;   vvhilfl:  the  injuries  he  felt  at  his 
father's  unjuft  predile6tion  for  Ikajei,  his 
youngeft  born,  fatisfied  him  of  the  recti- 
tude  of  a  condu6l,    which   had    nothing 
for    its    object    but   the    recovery  of  his 


right. 


Shahjei, 
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Shahjei,  whofe  refidence  was  in  the  Car- 
natic,  hearing  of  the  ufurpatloii  of  his  fon, 
M'as,  contrary  to  expe<£lation,  fatisfied  with 
it.  He  publicly  exonerated  him  from  all 
cenfure  :  and  as  a  teftimony  of  his  entire 
approbation,  inverted  him  with  the  go- 
vernment of  Poonah  and  its  dependencies. 
In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  Aurungzebs 
applied  to  Shavajei,  as  a  dependent  of  the 
empire  for  his  portion  of  the  pecuniary 
aid  and  military  affiftance.  But  his  man- 
dates were  derided,  and  his  meflengers 
infulted.  The  application,  however,  was 
ufeful  to  the  afpiring  Mahrattah.  It  gave 
him  the  idea  of  an  aflTeflment  on  all  the 
countries  within  the  reach  of  his  power. 
He  accordingly  took  the  field,  and  made 
a  general  levy  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  re- 
venues of  each  diftriil,  and  this  arbitrary 
contribution  he  denominated  Chout  *• 

With 

*  This  was  the  origin  of  the  Chout,  which  hath 

fince   been   levied,  at  one  time  or  other,   from  every 

country  and  potentate  of  Hindoftan  :  the  Moguls  not 

excepted.    Nay,  to  fo  very  high  a  pitch  of  confecjuence 

K  2  did 
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With  troops,  with  treafure,  and  with 
an  eager  thiril:  of  dominion,  Shavajei  was 
not  long  in  extending  his  conquefts.  He 
marched  into  the  fertile  province  of 
Cokun,  and  prefently  fubdning  it,  ap- 
pointed Raghonat  Balal  its  governor.  He 
next  turned  his  fteps  northward,  and 
thence  fweeping  round  to  the  South,  he 
fo  alarmed  the  fovereigns  of  the  Decan, 
that  the  Sultan  of  Bidjahpoor  (with  the 
full  acquiefcence  of  Shahjei,  who  reprobated 
this  condudl  of  his  fon)  fent  a  confiderable 
army  to  oppolc  his  progrefs,  under  the 
command  of  Abdoolat  Cawn. 

Shavajei  who  was  averfe  to  contention 
with  fo  formidable  an  opponent,  agreed  to 
a  conference  with  the  Bidjahpoor  general. 
They  met  at  an  appointed  fpot,  within 
the  fight  of  both  armies.     But   Abdoolat 

Jid  the  Mahrattahs  exalt  themfelves,  that  Bahadur 
Shaw  carried  into  execution  what  a  former  emperor 
had  planned,  the  allowing  the  Mahrattahs  nine  rupees 
out  of  every  hundred,  of  the  general  revenues  of  the 
empire.    This  tribute  he  denominated  Surdaifmooky. 

Cawn 
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Cawn  was  lefs  generous  than  Shavajei : 
he  bafely  attempted  to  affaffinate  the  Mah- 
rattah,  while  fplritedly  vindicating  his 
aclioiis,  with  refpe6l  to  the  court  of  Bid- 
japoor.  The  refult  was,  that  Abdoolat 
Cawn  was  inflantly  cut  down  by  Sha- 
vajei's  own  hand  *.  The  Bidjahpoor  camp 
was  attacked  with  a  refolution  rendered 
invincible  by  animolity  and  revenge.  Sha- 
vajei was  vidlorious,  and  remained  mafter 
of  the  field.  The  fon  of  Abdoolat  Cawn, 
however,  affembling  an  army  afrefh,  at- 
tacked Shavajei  while  lying  before  Put- 
tali.  But '  here  the  fuperior  fortune  of 
the  Mahrattah  again  manifefted  itfelf. 
The  Bidjahpourans  met  with  a  thorough 
defeat. 


*  This  is  the  fa6l,  and  not  as  is  related  in  a  late  work 
ftyled  Hiftorical  Fragments  of  the  Mogul  Empire, 
where  the  author,  from  mifinformation,  has  been  led 
to  fay,  that  "  Sevaji  feduced  the  commander  Abdul  to 
"  a  conference,  and  ftabbed  him."  Treachery  was 
aimed  at,  but  never  intended  by  Sevaji.  He  was  meant 
the  facrifice. 


K.  3  Aurung- 
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Aurungzebe,  the  reigning  emperor  of 
Hindoftan,  whofe  ambition  was  as  bound- 
lefs  as  that  of  Shavajei,  fmarting  at  the 
infults  fhewn  by  the  latter  to  his  Vackeels ; 
and  moreover  refolving  to  crufli  effectually 
the  riling  greatnefs  of  the  Mahrattahs,  or- 
dered the  Imperial  army,  under  Shaiftah 
Cavvn,  to  Poonah.  Shavajei,  undifmayed 
at  the  threatened  vengeance  of  the  Mogul, 
boldly  met  his  General  in  the  field.  A 
bloody  battle  enfued.  But  vi(Story,  as 
ufual,  appeared  for  the  Mahrattahs.  Shaif- 
tah  Cawn  was  defeated,  and  forced  to 
return  to  Dehli. 

Defenfive  meafures  were  no  longer 
neceflary.  Shavajei  bending  his  way  to 
Surat,  attacked,  carried,  and  plundered 
that  Imperial  city  in  1664.  He  next 
engaged  the  Imperialifts  under  Mohkim, 
a  commander  of  great  reputation ;  and 
having  routed  them  with  (laughter,  flew 
their  general  in  the  purfuic.  He  then 
returned  to  Poonah,  and  there  giving 
himfelf  up  to  devotion,  laviihed  digni- 
ties 
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ties  and  rewards  on  the  order  of  the  Brah- 
mins. But  Aurungzebe  was  ftill  deter- 
mined in  his  purpofe.  He  marched  an 
army  from  Dehli,  under  the  celebrated 
leaders  Dilleir  Cawn  and  Jufwint  Rae. 
They  reached  Poorundur-,  which,  after  an 
obftinate  defence,  was  obliged  to  capitulate. 
They  next  moved  towards  Poonah.  Here 
likewife  they  were  fuccefsful.  In  a  word, 
the  ftandards  of  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Ti- 
mnur,  ftreaming  with  their  ancient  re- 
Ip tendency,  again  cnfured  vi6lory  where- 
ever  they  were  difplayed.  Shavajei  fhrunk 
from  the  llorm  that  was  thus  hurled 
againft  him ;  and  fubmitting  himfelf  to 
Dilleir  Cawn,  repaired,  together  with  his 
ion,  to  the  Imperial  Court  at  Dehli. 

Aurungzebe  received  the  humbled  Mah- 
rattah  with  an  affecled,  but  infolent  mode- 
ration. He  exprtfled  regret  at  the  punifli- 
ment  he  had  been  compelled  to  inflict  ; 
but  he  difregarded  the  application  of  Sha- 
vajei, when  hefolicited  for  the  little  iflands 
of  Hundry  and  Kunary,  at  that  time  go- 
K  4  verned 
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verned,   on  the  part  of  Nizam  Shaw,  by 
the  Siddees  Sundrur  and  Yacoote.     This 
impolitic  feverlty  doubly  dlfgufted  the  Mah- 
rattah.      He   felt   the  highefl  indignation 
at  the  refufal ;  nor  could  he  forbear  ma- 
nifefting  it,   even  to  the  emperor  himfelf. 
He  meditated  revenge.     Nor  was  he  tardy 
in  carrying  it  into  execution  :    for  making 
his  efcape,  he  fhortly  found  himfelf  at  the 
head    of  a   formidable    army,    which,   at- 
tached to  his  perfon  and  his  int(  refts,  en- 
abled him,    with    aftonifiiing   rapidity,    to 
reconquer  the    countries  which  had  fub- 
^itted  to  Dillier  Cawn, 

He  now  refolved  to  ereS:  a  fovereign- 
ty  over  the  Mahrattahs,  and  to  render 
that  fovereignty  permanent  in  his  own 
family.  He  accordingly,  with  all  the 
ufual  and  effential  formalities  of  Hindoftan, 
in  the  year  1674,  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
enthroned  at  Royhindgen,  which  from  that 
day  hath  been  denominated  Rajagur ;  and 
with  all  the  abfolute  authority  of  Ra- 
jah, affumed  that  title.  Here  commence^ 
2  the 
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the  aera  of  the  Dynafty  of  the  Mahrattali 
Rajahs. 

But  Shavajei  was  ftill  menaced  from 
Dehll.  Bolides  which,  his  Ton  Sambhajei 
was  rebelhoufly  aiming  at  independency. 
To  avert  thefe  evils,  he  took  every  pof- 
fible  precaution.  But  the  wounded  pride 
of  Aurungzebe  was  not  to  be  foothed  into 
pacific  meafures.  He  poured  an  irrefifti- 
ble  force  into  the  territories  of  Poonah, 
and  once  more  compelled  Shavajei  to  fub- 
mit.  Peace  continued  between  three  and 
four  years.  But  the  lufl  of  dominion  in 
Shavajei  was  not  to  be  leftrained.  Re- 
pofleffing  himfelf,  therefore,  of  all  the 
places  wrefted  from  him  by  the  Impe- 
rialifls,  he  in  the  vindictive  fpirit  of  re- 
taliation, a  fecond  time  vifited  and  iacked 
the  city  of  Surat. 

Shahjei,  the  father  of  Shavajei,  was  flill 
alive ;  but  being  treacheroufly  circum- 
vented, was  feizedand  delivered  over  to  the 
reigning  prince  of  Bijahpoor,  his  implaca- 
ye  enemj^.     The   cruel  fate  decreed  the 

old 
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old  man,   was  that  of  being  buried  alive. 
Shavajei  heard  of  it.      He  imracdiately  put 
his  army  in  motion,   and  with  a  celerity 
almofl    incredible,    haftened    towards    the 
Carnatic.     The  news  of  his  approach  ter- 
rified the  enemies  of  his  f^ither.      The  in- 
human  fentence    was    deferred.      Shahjei 
found  means  to  efcape.      But  the  wrath  of 
the  fbn  was  not  to  be  appeafed.      Fire  and 
fword  fpread  defolation  through  the  domi- 
nions of  Bljahpoor.      The  aged  Shahjei  at 
Lift  interceded  ;   and  his  injuries  were  for- 
given, though  relu6lantly,  by  Shavajei. 

About  this  time  Shavajei  had  another 
fon  born  to  him,  whom  he  named  Rajah 
Ram.  Shahjei,  whofe  affections  had  been 
fomewhat  eftranged  from  Shavajei,  felt, 
at  this  laft  inflance  of  filial  tendernefs  and 
attachment,  a  full  return  of  his  former 
tendernefs.  Accident  had  a  long  while 
prevented  them  from  feeing  each  other. 
An  interview  was  eagerly  defired  by  both. 
They  accordingly  met,  and  continued  to- 
gether  during   feveral    weeks  at   Poonah. 

HidQ- 
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Hlftorlans  dwell  on  this  fcens  with  pe- 
culiar fatisfadllon.  The  aged  warrior 
is  reprefented  clafplng  his  exalted  child, 
whofe  glory  was  in  full  blolTom,  in 
his  enfeebled  arms  ;  while  tears  of  grati- 
tude Intermixed  with  thofe  of  filial  refpe£l 
and  veneration,  fell  from  the  gallant  aflcr- 
tor  of  Hindoo  independency.  The  hoary 
chief  beheld  in  his  fon  the  founder  of  a 
race  of  kings.  The  fon  faw  in  his  father 
the  origin  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  IMahrattah 
name.  But  it  was  the  laft  time  they  were 
to  meet.  A  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he 
was  hunting,  put  an  end  to  the  exlflencs 
of  Shahjei. 

Shavajei  was  now  without  competitor- 
His  army  was  the  moil;  formidable  in 
Hindoftan,  and  his  trealury  full.  To 
extend  his  dominion  was  therefore  his  firft 
obje6l.  Purfoojei,  his  coufin,  he  appointed 
his  Sena  or  General,  and  then  marching 
towards  Bijahpoor,  quickly  reduced  that 
kingdom  to  a  tributary  province.  He 
next  entered  Berar,  plundered  Karinja,  and 
4  levied 
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levied  the  Chout.  Thence  moving,  he 
took  and  plundered  Bifhenpoor  ;  and  be- 
ing unfuccefsful  in  a  negociation  with  the 
Siddees,  for  the  iflands  of  Hundry  and 
Kunary,  he  vigoroufly  attacked  the  Sid- 
dee  Yofif  Khan,  and  laid  fiege  to  Raje- 
poor,  which  furrendcred  after  an  obftinate 
refinance. 

In  this    briUiant    career,    Shavajei  felt 

humbled    at    the    inglorious    conduct    of 

his    brother    Ikajei,    who,     fo    far    from 

treading   in   the   fleps  of   ambition,    was 

indolently    diffipating    his    time    in    the 

lap  of  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs.     Nor 

could    all    his    remonft ranees    or    threats 

roufe    him    to   aflivity.      He    even    tried 

harfher  meafures,  and   difpofleffed  him  for 

a  time  of  his   country.     But  all   would 

not   avail.     Ikajei*s   frame   of  mind    was 

not  to  be  altered.      He   returned  him  his 

country,   therefore,    and  never  after  gave 

him  farther  moleftation  *. 

Sha- 

♦  Tkajei  left  three  fons,  t^e  two  elder  of  whom  die4 
without  ilTue.      The    defcendants    of  the   younger, 

whofe 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  141 

Shavajei,  like  the  generality  of  Hin- 
doos, was  fuperftitious.  It  is  even  faid, 
that  from  his  childifli  days  he  was  uncom- 
monly and  unafFe£ledly  religious.  How- 
ever this  may  have  been,  he  was  now  pro- 
fufe  to  the  Bramins.  His  favours  and 
attention  to  them  were  unbounded.  Their 
influence  even  at  this  day  in  the  empire 
of  the  Mahrattahs,  may  be  attributed  to 
his  generofity.  But  they  repaid  him  (and 
nothing  can  more  pointedly  fhew  the  ex- 
cefs  of  Braminical  pretenfions)  with  in- 
gratitude. They  refufed,  though  he 
earneftly  folicited  the  indulgence,  to  admit 
him  of  their  order. 

But  Shavajei's  Sun  was  now  in  its  de- 
cline. His  arms  gave  way  on  a  frefli  in- 
vafion  from  the  quarter  of  Dehli.  Run- 
mat  Cawn,  the  Imperial  general,  gained 
over  him  a  compleat  and  a  decilive  vidtory. 

whofe  name  was  Joockajei,  are  Hill  of  confideration 
in  the  Mahrattah  empire,  though  unconneiled  with 
the  ruling  government. 

But 
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But  domeflic  misfortunes  bore  harder  on 
his  quiet.  He  might  recover  from  the 
blow  which  had  been  given  him  by  the 
Moguls  ;  but  the  diflentions  of  his  fa- 
mily threatened  a  termination  in  blood. 
The  prognoftic  w^as  fatally  fulfilled,  him- 
felf  falling  the  firfl  vidim.  His  fecond 
wife,  the  mother  of  Rajah  Ram,  had  him 
taken  off  by  poifon,  in  order  that  the 
dominion  of  the  Mahrattahs  might  de- 
volve on  her  own  child,  in  preference  to 
Sumbhajei ;  who,  agreeably  to  primoge- 
niture, and  to  the  intentions  of  his  father, 
was  to  be  nominated  by  will  to  fucceffion 
in  the  Rajahfliip. 

Thus  fell  Shavajei,  the  celebrated  foun- 
der of  the  Dynafly  of  Mahrattah  Rajahs, 
who  firfl:  fhook  the  ftability  of  the  throne 
of  the  Moguls  in  the  reign  of  Aurung- 
zebe,  and  who  pointed  the  way  to  thofe 
immenle  acquifitions,  which  the  Mahrat- 
tahs very  fhortly  afterwards  made  in  every 
corner  of  the  Peninfula,  and  in  the  remo- 
teft  parts  of  Hindoftan. 

Rajah 
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Rajah  Ram,  favoured  by  a  cabal  in  the 
(late,  amended  the  Mufnud  of  his  father. 
But  he  did  not  retain  it  long.  Sumbha- 
jei's  influence  and  pretentions  prevailed, 
after  an  ineffectual  flruggle  on  the  part  of 
his  brother.  Rajah  Ram  was  imprifoned, 
and  all  his  adherents  difperfed.  Sumbha- 
jei  reigned  but  for  a  few  years.  He  was 
treacheroufly  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
Aurungzebc,  w^ho,  with  a  cruelty  that 
ftamped  his  charader,  cowardly  and  exul- 
tingly  put  him  to  an  ignominious  death. 
The  government  devolved  on  his  fon  Sa- 
hoojei.  Sahoojei,  or,  as  he  hath  been 
erroneoufly  called  by  Europeans,  the  Sa- 
hou  Rajah,  afcended  the  throne  in  1689, 
and  died  without  iffue,  when  the  crown  in 
confequence  fell  to  Ram  Rajah,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Rajah  Ram,  that  prince  being  alfb 
deceafed.  Ram  Rajah  ruled  over  the  Mah- 
rattahs  till  December  1777,  when  he 
likewife  died  ;  and  fince  that  period,  there 
has  been  no  fovereign  of  that  formidable 
people. 

We 
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We  are  now  arrived  at  the  period  in  which 
the  Mahrattah  hiftory  becomes  peculiarly 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  Europeans. 
Their  conquefls,  their  ftruggles  with  the 
power  of  the  Moguls,  and  their  almoft 
general  ufurpation  of  the  Decan  and  the 
Carnatic,  have  already  been  (lightly  touched 
upon.  Thefe  were,  however,  in  a  great 
meafure  unconnedted  with  the  interefts  of 
Europeans.  The  fcene  hath  fince  been 
changed.  Much  hath  latterly  happened 
to  open  the  eyes  of  mankind,  to  an  obfer- 
vance  of  a  body,  which,  fimple  as  it  was 
in  its  origin,  was  adequate  to  almoft  uni- 
verfal  conquefl  in  the  Eaft;  but  which, 
by  fubfequent  complication,  fell  into  un- 
wieldinefs  and  imbecility.  The  head 
lopped  from  the  ilate,  left  the  ambition 
of  individuals  free  fcope  for  territorial  ac- 
quifitions.  The  fyftem  no  longer  retained 
a  confiflency  of  meafures.  It  became  a 
disjointed  mafs  of  interefts  and  dependen- 
cies. 

When 
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When  Ram  Rajah  came  to  the  throne 
of  the  Mahrattahs  in  1740,  two  miniflers 
of  extenfive  abilities,  held  the  adminlftra- 
tlon  of  affairs.  Bajirow  as  Peiftiwa  of 
the  ernpire  ;  and  Ragojei  as  Buxy.  Thefe 
two  men,  daring  and  ambitious,  and  un- 
checked by  principle,  refolved  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  incapacity  of  Ram  Rajah. 
That  unhappy  Prince,  therefore,  had 
fcarcely  afcended  the  throne,  as  the  undif- 
puted  fucceffor  of  Sahoojei,  when  they 
boldly  and  openly  ufurped  the  whole  au- 
thority of  his  government.  Bajirow  feized 
the  weftern  provinces  of  the  empire,  and 
made  Poonah  his  capital.  Ragojei  retain- 
ed the  eaftern,  and  fixed  his  refidence 
at  Naugpoor.  They  confined  the  Rajah 
to  his  palace  and  gardens  at  Satarrah, 
where  he  was  never  feen  on  bufinefs ;  nor 
vifited  even  on  any  other  occafion,  but  by 
thofe  immediately  of  his  houfehold.  The 
jagheers  hereditarily  held  by  the  Rajahs 
of  Satarrah,  they  fllU  continued  to  him ; 
befides  which,  he  was  penfioned  wuth  a 
revenue  of  one  lack  of  rupees  per  month 
L  for 
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for  his  ordinary  expences,  and  a  guard  of 
two  thoufand  horfe  for  the  protedlion  of 
his  perfon.  But  beyond  this,  every  thhig 
was  denied  him.  Once  a  year,  it  is  true, 
he  wias  permitted  to  fliew  himfelf  in  and 
about  Satarrah.  He  then  was,  as  it  were, 
worfhipped.  The  ufurpers  of  his  govern- 
ment, together  with  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  all  acknowledged  him  as  their  pa- 
ramount lord  :  but,  the  cruel  pageantry  at 
an  end,  this  wretched  fovereign  of  a  day 
was  again  immured  within  the  walls  of 
his  palace ;  and  there  was  detained,  un- 
til the  returning  feafon  brought  about 
a  frelh  and  a  heart-rending  mockery  of 
freedom.  Yet  flill  his  name  and  figiiet 
were  ufed  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs. 
Even  the  Khelat,  or  honourary  drefs  of 
office,  was  made  to  come  from  hiai-  on 
every  appointment  of  importance. 

The  form  of  government  eftabliffied  by 

thefe  afplring  chieftains  was  nearly  fimilar. 

Bajirow,   however,   retained    the    title '  o£ 

Peiffiwa,  which  anfwers  to  that  of  Viziec 

I        .  iii 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  X47 

in  Mahommedan  ftates,  that  office  veftlng 
in  him  the  whole  executive  adminiflration 
of  affairs.  The  office  of  Dewan  he  con- 
ferred upon  his  relation,  Sadafhee,  com- 
monly called  the  Bhow.  The  other  pofts 
of  confequence,  fuch  as  the  Purnaveefe, 
who  has  the  charge  and  colle«£lioii  of  the 
public  revenues,  and  the  Buckffii  Seena 
Saheb,  who  has  the  charge  and  payment 
of  the  army,  he  likewife  beftowed  upon 
men  of  high  rank  and  abilities.  His  in- 
tent was,  that  thefe  trufts  fhould  be  revo- 
cable at  pleafure.  But  as  he  was  careful 
that  the  Peifhwafhlp  fhould  continue  here- 
ditary in  his  family,  they  alfo  took  pre- 
cautions that  their  offices  ffiould  devolve 
in  fuccelfion  to  their  defcendants. 

Whatever  might  be  the  appellations, 
and  however  unwarrantably  afl'umed  by 
Bajirow,  whether  that  of  Peifhwa,  or  Pun- 
dit Purdhaun,  it  is  incontrovertible  that 
his  power  was  fupreme.  Time,  indeed, 
faw  it  leffen  confiderably.  The  other 
chiefs  then  began  to  feel  their  ftrength,  and 
L  2  to 
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to  rife  in  their  pretenfions.  They  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  to  hold  their  lands 
by  feudatory  tenure  from  the  Rajah  or  the 
Peifliwa  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  afl'umed  the 
privilege  of  exercifing  fovereign  jurifdi£lion 
in  their  feveral  diftrids.  They  even  in- 
lifted  upon  a  participation  in  the  domeftic 
regulations  of  the  ftate.  Being  conneded 
with  foreign  affairs,  they  took  the  protec- 
tion or  fuperintendance  of  thofe  of  the 
different  Princes  of  Hindoftan  into  their 
own  hands.  One,  for  inftance,  attended 
to  the  t  ran  factions  and  the  interefts  of 
Dehli,  and  the  more  northern  parts  of  the 
empire  ;  another  to  thofe  of  the  Carnatic  ; 
a  third  to  thofe  of  Myfore  ;  and  a  fourth 
to  thofe  of  the  Decan. 

But  the  Peifhwa  was  flill  the  head  and 
the  ruling  principle  of  this  vaft  confede- 
racy. A  circumftantial  detail  of  all  the 
conquefts,  and  all  the  depredations  pre- 
viouOy  committed  by  the  Mahrattahs, 
would  fwell  this  little  iketch  beyond  the 
limits  which  we  mufl  neceflarily  prefcribe 

to 
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to  our  enquiries.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay, 
that  although  they  had  penetrated  as  far 
as  Dchli  in  the  year  of  the  Higeira  1 131, 
or  of  Chrift  1718,  they  did  not  move 
with  a  declared  intent  of  invading  Hin- 
doftan,  and  the  other  dominions  of  the 
Mogul,  until  1 147,  when Bajirow^ march- 
ed diredlly  for  the  capital  of  the  empire. 
He  reached  Dehli  in  1148,  firft  having 
compelled  the  Mogul  to  confer  upon  him 
the  powerful  and  extenfive  Soubahfhip  of 
Malva,  which  he  left  in  fucceflion  to  his 
children.  The  year  of  the  Higeira  1 1  73, 
or  i759»  they  again  were  feen  in  Hin- 
doftan,  under  Raghonaut-Row  and  other 
leaders,  having  been  invited  to  the  affi{^ 
tance  of  a  revolted  governor  of  Lahore. 
Nor  was  all  the  force  which  could  be 
brought  againft  them,  though  aided  by 
Achmed  Shaw  and  his  fierce  Abdalis,  fuf* 
ficient  to  divert  them  from  their  purpofe. 
They  reinftated  Adinah  Beig  in  his  go- 
vernment of  Lahore  ;  and  ftipulating  with 
him  for  the  annual  fum  of  feventy-five 
lacks  of  rupees,  ftatloned  a  confiderable 
L  3  army 
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army   in    the  very  heart  of  the  empire, 
under  Joonkoo. 

This  Mahrattah  fwayed  with  abfolute 
authority.  The  government  of  Lahore 
fhortly  becoming  vacant  at  the  death  of 
Adinah  Beig,  he  appointed  a  Mahrattah, 
named  Saba,  to  rule  over  it.  Saba  puflied 
his  conquefts  to  the  banks  of  the  river  At- 
tock.  The  Mahommedans  became  alarmed 
at  this  growing  power  of  the  Mahrattahs, 
The  Hindoo  Rajahs  alfo  felt  the  gal- 
ling and  heavy  yoke  of  their  oppreffion. 
The  only  remaining  refource  was  in  the 
powerful  fovereign  of  the  Abdalis,  Ach- 
mcd  Shaw.  Achmcd  Shaw  was  accor- 
dingly applied  to :  who  entering  Hin- 
doftan,  for  the  fixth  time,  drove  the  Mah- 
rattahs before  him. 

A  negociation  was  at  this  period  on  foot 
between  the  Mahrattah,  Duttajei-Scindia, 
\vho  derived  his  authority  immediately 
from  Poonah,  and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  the 
Soubahdar  of  Owd.     But  the  approach  of 

the 
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the  Abdalis  fuddenly  broke  it  off.  The 
Mahrattahs  now  prepared  themfelves  for 
a  conteft,  which  was  decidedly  to  fix 
their  fate  in  Hindoftan.  They  haftily 
affembled;  and  under  the  command  of 
Duttajei-Scindia  and  Joonkoo,  march- 
ed to  meet  the  Shaw.  Their  army 
ivas  computed  at  more  than  eighty  thou- 
fand  horfe.  Achmed-Shaw  prepared  like- 
wile  on  his  part.  The  Mahommedans 
and  Hindoos  had  joined  him.  Thefe  re- 
inforcements gave  him  a  fuperiorlty  of 
numbers.  He  accordingly  pafled  into 
the  Unterbaid  (the  Doab,  or  country 
between  the  Ganges  and  the  Jumna*, 
and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1759, 
came  to  an  aftion  with  the  Mahrat- 
tahs, which  was  moll:  bloody  and  defi- 
nitive. The  Mahrattahs  were  routed. 
Duttajei-Scindia,  with  feveral  other  chiefs 
of  diflinftion,  were  (lain.  Joonkoo,  with 
the  remains  of  his  army  fled,  and  was 
purfued  :  nor  could  he  afterwards  rally, 
although  Hoolkar,   who  was  then   in  the 

*  Thefe  rivers  take  their  rife  in  the  Cummaoon  Hills. 
L  4  neigh- 
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neighbourhood  of  Jypoor  or  Jynuggar, 
;narched  with  a  confiderable  force  to  hia 
relief.  Hoolkar  even  fell  into  a  fnare — - 
he  was  furprifed  at  Secundra,  and  with 
difficulty  made  his  efcape  with  only  three 
followers. 

Sadafliee,  or  the  Bhow,  was  at  this 
time  in  the  Decan.  He  no  fooner  heard 
of  Duttajei*s  death,  and  the  misfortune 
which  had  befallen  Hoolkar,  than  he 
moved  with  a  formidable  and  well-apr 
pointed  army,  furnifhed  with  a  train  of 
European  artillery,  to  revenge  this  dif- 
grace  of  the  Mahrattah  arms.  At  Muthra 
he  was  joined  by  the  celebrated  Ghazy- 
Ul-Deen-Cawn,  and  by  Soorudge-Mull, 
the  chief  of  the  Jates.  But  when  he 
reached  the  Jumna,  he  found  that  river 
impaffable  from  the  rains.  He  altered  his 
purpole,  therefore,  and  inftead  of  endea- 
vouring to  bring  the  Abdali  to  adion,  at 
once  bent  his  courfe  towards  Dehli,  which 
city  he  entered  without  much  oppofition. 

The 
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The  citadel  furrendered  to  him  a  few  days 
after. 

The  condu£t  of  the  Bhow  was  cruel 
5nd  rapacious.  He  inflicted  the  fevereft 
punifhments,  and  plundered  even  from 
the  fcpulchres  of  the  dead.  About  the 
middle  of  the  year  1760,  the  rains  having 
fubfided,  he  marched  from  Dehli,  having 
raifed  Mirza-Jewan-Bukht  (Shah-Aulum's 
eldefl  fon)  to  the  throne,  and  appointed 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  though  abfent,  his 
Vizier.  From  Dehli  he  proceeded  to 
Koonjpoorah,  which  fell  into  his  hands. 
He  afterwards  advanced  towards  Sirhind. 
But  Achmed  Shaw,  enraged  at  his  having 
put  the  garrifon  of  Koonjpoorah  to  the 
(word,  followed  him  with  aftonifhing  ra- 
pidity, and  came  up  with  him  at  Panniput, 
Here  the  Bhow  entrenched  himfelf.  But  a 
large  reinforcement  of  which  he  was  in  ex- 
pe(5tation  being  cut  off,  and  his  army  daily 
decreafing  from  the  want  of  proviiions,  he 
refolved,  with  the  unanimous  concurrence 
^f  his  officers,  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 

field. 
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field.  The  Mahrattahs  accordingly  ad- 
vanced from  their  lines.  The  Mahome- 
dans  and  their  allies  alfo  moved.  The 
a6lion  commenced  :  Carnage  and  deftruc- 
tion  fpread  on  every  fide.  The  IfTue, 
as  is  more  particularly  detailed  hereafter, 
was  favourable  to  Achmed  Shaw.  The 
Bhow  was  compleatly  defeated.  Full 
fifty  thoufand  horfe  fell  into  the  vi6lor's 
hands,  a  prodigious  treafure,  and  fome 
thoufands  of  elephants  and  camels.  Two 
and  twenty  thoufand  Mahrattahs  are  eveti 
recorded  to  have  been  diftributed  in  bon- 
dage on  this  unfortunate  day. 

Of  all  the  chiefs  who  furvived  this 
fatal  blow  (which  firfl  gave  a  fhock 
to  the  very  foundation  of  the  Mahrat-i 
tah  power)  Hoolkar  was  the  principal  5 
he  effected  his  efcape  but  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty.  The  confternation 
it  occafioned  at  Poonah  was  dreadful  : 
Scarce  a  familv  of  confideration  but 
mourned  the  lofs  of  fome  dear  connexion. 

Bajirow, 
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Bajirow,  the  Peifhvva,  was  now  dead. 
Nor  was  his  fon  and  fucceffor  Balajei  long 
to  bemoan  the  late  difgrace.  He  funk  un- 
der the  weight  of  it,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fecond  fon  Mhadarow,  the  eldeft  being 
{lain  in  the  battle.  The  defcendants  of 
Bajirow,  the  firft  fovereign  Peifliwa,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  of  Poonah, 
were  in  the  following  order :  Balajei,  or 
Balajeivow,  and  Raghonaut-Row  his  fons. 
Balajei  had  Bifwafs-Row,  killed  at  Pan- 
niput,  Mhadarow  and  Narrain-Row.  Nar- 
rain-Rovv,  of  all  thefe  three,  alone  left 
iffue.  His  widow  was  delivered  of  a 
boy,   the  prefent  Peifliwa  Mahaderow,  in 

1774. 

Thus  much  at  prefent  of  the  weftern, 
or  Poonah  empire  of  the  Mahrattahs. 
We  now  for  a  moment  will  look  at  the 
eaflern  branch,  and  its  connedlions.  Ra- 
gojei,  denominated  Bhonfalah,  a  Rajahpute 
and  a  defcendant  of  theOodipou  fovereigns, 
from  whom  Shavajee,  the  anceftor  of  the 
Mahrattah  Rajahs,  derived  his  origin,  we 

have 
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have  feen  ufurp  at  the  fame  time  with  Baji- 
row,  this  part  of  his  mafler's  dominions :  but 
the  ambition  of  Ragojel  was  confined.  He 
contented  hlmfelf  with  the  foverelgnty  of 
Berar  and  its  dependencies  *.  He  left  four 
fons,  Janojee,  Sabajee,  Mhoodajee,  and  Bum- 
bajee.  Janojee  fucceeded  his  father :  but, 
dying  without  children,  left  his  three 
brothers  in  poffefiion  of  his  country,  in 
the  Summer  of  1772?  having  previoufly 
adopted  Seway  Ragojel,  fon  to  Mhoodajei, 
for  his  fuccellor,  a  youth  about  twelve 
years  of  age.  The  guardian flilp  of  this 
boy  occafioned  a  competition  among  the 
brothers,  which  was  at  firft  decided  by 
arms,  in  favour  of  Sabajee.  But  it  ulti- 
mately fell  into  the  hands  of  Mhoodajei 
who  in  a  pitched  battle  defeated  the  army 
of  Sabajei ,  that  chief  having  fallen  in  the 
adlion.      Mhoodajei    ftlll   continues,   and 

*  And  a  general  combination  of  interefts  with  tl>e 
Soubahdar  of  the  Decan  :  excepting  when  the  Peifhwa 
contended  vvith  him,  apd  then  he  remained  neuter. 


)S 
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is  acknowledged,  fovereign  of  Berar. 
His  revenues  are  confiderable.  Berar  and 
Cuttack  alone  are  efUmated  at  one  hundred 
and  eight  lacks  of  rupees  annually.  The 
former  eighty  four :  the  latter  twenty 
four.  Belides  which,  Mhoodnjei  Bhon- 
falah,  as  has  been  already  mentioned, 
is  indifputably  heir  to  the  Rajahlhip  of 
Poonah.  A  dignity,  indeed,  it  is  proba- 
ble he  will  never  defire  ;  the  minifterial 
party  of  Poonah  being  too  firmly  rooted, 
to  be  fliaken  in  its  ufurpation.  Moreover 
his  independency  (as  he  urged  when  encou- 
raged by  the  Englifh  a  few  years  ago)  be- 
ing infinitely  better  eftablifhed  as  the  ruler 
of  Berar,  than  it  would  be  as  the  Rajah 
of  Satarrah. 

Exclufive  of  thefe  families,  which  flrft 
led  the  way  to  the  participation  of  the 
Mahrattah  dominions,  there  are  others  of 
powerful  confideration.  The  principal  of 
which  are  Tookajei-Holkar,  and  Mha- 
dajei-Scindia.  Theie  chiefs,  befides  other 
territories  of  vafl  extent,  fpreading  from 

Can- 
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Candaifh  and  Guzurat,  to  the  banks  of 
the  Jnmna,  divide  the  whole  of  the  rich 
province  of  Malva  between  them.  Too- 
kajei  Hoolkar  rcfides  at  Endore.  Mha- 
dajei-Scindia  at  Ugien.  Each  can  bring 
into  the  field  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
horfe.  The  year  1772  faw  them  mani- 
feft  their  flrength  :  they  then,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Byfajei,  marched  to  Dehli,  and 
compelled  the  Mogul  to  grant  them  fun- 
nuds  for  the  provinces  of  Korah  and  Alla- 
habad. That  they  did  not  take  pofl'effion 
of  them,  was  owing  to  an  alarm  of  the 
Engllfh  being  on  their  way  to  reinforce 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  and  the  Rohillas. 

We  now  return  to  the  adminiftration 
of  Poonah,  with  whofe  tranfadions  Euro- 
pean politics  have  lately  been  deeply  en- 
gaged. The  Mahrattah  government  we 
have  already  mentioned  to  have  been  art 
abfolute  monarchy,  until  the  death  of 
Sahoojei,  the  immediate  predeceffor  of  Ram 
Rajah  ;    and  we  have  alfo  remapked  it  to^ 

have 
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have  been  vigorous  and  profperous  in  all 
its  branches.  It  then  fpread  into  various 
and  unconne£led  channels ;  and  was  evi- 
dently enfeebled  by  its  difunion.  Bajirow, 
who  firft  ufurped  the  fovereignty,  and 
annexed  it  to  the  Peifliwafhip  left  two 
fons,  Balajei-Row  and  Raghonaut-Row, 
or  Ragobah.  The  former,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  came  to  the  government 
of  Poonah,  as  Peifhwa.  The  latter  had 
the  command  of  a  province  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Bengal.  Balajei-Row's  reign 
was  fhort  and  pacific.  On  the  death  of 
Balajei-Row,  Madahrow,  his  fon,  then 
eighteen  years  of  age,  laid  claim  to  the 
government,  and  infifted  on  holding  in 
his  own  hands  the  reins  of  adminiftration. 
But  in  this  he  was  oppofed  by  Raghonaut- 
Row,  who  leaving  the  province  imme- 
diately on  the  news  of  his  brother's  death, 
demanded  the  regency,  as  the  natural  guar- 
dian of  his  nephew.  The  adherents  of 
Madahrow,  and  the  friends  of  his  fa- 
ther, however,  flood  by  the  young  Peifli- 
wa  ;  and  being  firm  in  his  fupport,   Rag- 

honaut- 
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honaut-Row  was  at  length  obliged  to  fly 
from  Poonah. 


Inftcad  of  returning  to  his  own  com- 
mand, Raghonaut-Row  repaired  to  the 
Soubahdar  of  the  Decan,  whom  he,  by 
promlfes  of  a  remiffion  of  chout,  gained 
over  to  his>  interefts,  and  was  thereby 
enabled  to  take  the  field  with  a  power- 
ful army  againfl:  his  nephew.  The  two 
armies  fbon  met,  and  a  battle  enfued.  In 
which  Raghonaut-Row  had  the  advantage. 
Overtures  of  peace  were  In  confequence 
made  to,  and  accepted  by  him.  He  was 
recalled  to  Poonah,  and  invefled  with  the 
entire  government  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
name  of  his  nephew. 

A  fyflem  of  this  nature  could  not 
laft  long ;  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions 
were  the  conftant  attendants  on  both 
parties  ;  Infomuch,  that  Raghonaut-Row 
attempted  his  efcape  once  more  from 
Poonah,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
timely  notice   which  Madahrow  received 

of 
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of  his  intentions.  Raghonaut  Row  was 
then  thrown  into  prifon,  where  he  re- 
mained for  many  years. 

After  a  tranquil  reign,  and  a  profpe£l 
of  much  happinefs  to  his  people,  Madah- 
Row  departed  this  life  on  the  1 7th  of 
November  1772.  Before  he  expired, 
however,  he  releafed  his  uncle  ;  and  call- 
ing both  him  and  a  younger  brother  of 
his  own,  whom  he  meant  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  before  him,  he  conjured  them  to 
be  afFeflionate  and  kind  to  each  other ; 
and  in  order  that  the  charge,  with  which 
he  meant  to  inveft  Raghonaut-Row,  (that 
of  guardian  to  the  young  Narrain-Row,) 
ihould  be  as  folemn  as  poffible  ;  **  Re- 
"  ceive,"  faid  he,  placing  the  hand  of 
Narrain-Row  in  that  of  his  uncle,  "  re- 
"  ceive  under  your  protection  this  youth, 
"  who  never  injured  you.  You  have  no 
**  fon  ;  he  is  your  nearefl  relation  ;  and, 
*'  therefore,  muft  fucceed  to  you,  ifam- 
"  bition  fhould  induce  you  to  wreft  the 
*'  government  from  him.  Do  you  wi(h 
M  "  for 
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"  for  power  ?      There  can  be  no  occaiioii 

*'  to  depofe  him,  for  he  will  regulate  his 

"  condudl  by  your  advice.      If  wealth  be 

*'  your  objecSl,    his  treafury  will   be  open 

"  at  your  command." 

Narrain-Row,  in  conlequence  of  his 
brother's  nomination,  and  of  his  own 
right,  fucceeded  JMadah-Row  as  Peifhwa, 
and  gave  the  management  of  affairs  to  his 
uncle. 

Matters  were  in  this  (ituation,  when 
Raghonaut-Row,  either  prompted  by  am- 
bition, or  perhaps  the  more  admilfible 
plea,  according  to  Eaflern  politics,  of  felf- 
prefervation,  determined  on  the  death  of 
his  nephew.  He  accordingly  entrufled 
his  defign  to  two  Soubahdars  or  captains, 
men  on  whom  he  could  depend,  and  who 
engaged  to  perpetrate  the  horrid  deed.- 

In  Aliatic  countries  there  never  is  z 
dearth  of  aflaflins ;  Princes  can  as  eafily 
be  furnifhed  with  the  hand  to  execute,   as 

with 
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with  the  inftrument  to  hurl  the  deftruc- 
t'lon.  The  time  fet  apart  for  this  tragic 
fceiie  was  the  afternoon,  when  the  un- 
fortunate Narrain  reclined  himfelf  to 
reft. 

At  that  hour,    lulled  in  fecurity  and 
repofe,  the  unhappy  youth  was  furprifed. 
He  fled  to  his  uncle,  whom  he  fupplicated 
in  the  moft  pathetic  manner  to  fave  his 
life  ;   told  him  to  take  his  kingdom,  and 
even  to  imprifon  him  loaded  with  irons, 
but  to  have  pity  on  his  youth,  to  fave  him 
from  deftru^tion,    to  fave   him  from  the 
hands  of  the  mifcreants  who  furrounded 
him.     Raghonaut-Row  for  a  moment  re- 
relented,  and  pleaded  for  him,  but  in  vain. 
The  wretches,   who  were  actuated  by  re- 
venge, as   well  as  by  defire  of  gain,   an- 
fwered  haughtily,    •'  When  we  drew  our 
*'  fwords,   we  threw  away  the  fcabbards. 
"   If  he  lives,  we  perifh  ;*'  and  then  rufh- 
ing  on  their  vidim,  who  clung  round  his 
uncle's  neck  in   all  the  agony   of  terror 
and  defpair,  ftabbed  him  to  the  heart,  and 
M  2     .  left 


i64  ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA. 

left  hltn  breathlefs  at  his  feet.  One  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  is  undoubted,  and 
therefore  Ihould  not  be  omitted ;  that 
Raghonaut-Row,  in  endeavouring  to  fave 
his  nephew,  received  fomedefperate  wounds 
himfelf ;  and  this  he  advances  as  a  ftrong 
proof  of  his  innocence  in  the  affair. 

Before  it  was  publicly  known  that  Nar- 
raln-Row  was  killed,  Raghonaut-Row's 
party  had  got  under  arms,  and  he  himfelf 
endeavoured,  by  lavifhing  confiderable 
fums  among  the  people,  to  ftifle  their  in- 
dignation. Narrain's  friends  were  there^ 
fore  unable  to  appear,  elpecially  as  they 
found  themfelves  without  a  leader  of  fuf- 
ficient  confequence  to  give  dignity  to  their 
caufe.  It  is  probable  alfo,  that  Ragho- 
naut-Row, in  fome  degree,  owed  his  fecu- 
rity  to  that  Indifference  with  which  the 
fubjefts  of  Eaftern  ffates  admit  of  revolu- 
tions of  this  nature. 

When  every  thing  appeared  tolerably 
tranquil  at   home,   Raghonaut-Row,   ac- 
a  cording 
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cording  to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  Mah- 
rattahs,  took  the  field,  leaving  an  adopted 
foil  in  the  government  of  Poonah.  And 
here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  adopted 
fon  has  ahvays  been  confidered  as  the  in- 
ftigator  of  the  murder  of  Narrain-Row ; 
for  it  was  on  his  producing  a  letter  (after- 
wards proved  to  be  forged)  containing 
dangerous  lentiments  with  relpedt  ro  Rag- 
honaut-Row,  that  the  Regent  firfl:  deter- 
mined to  have  his  nephew  aflaffinated. 

The  pretence  made  ufe  of  by  Ragho- 
naut-Row  for  raifing  an  army,  was  to 
attack  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Decan,  with 
whom  he  had  recently  quarrelled  ;  but 
in  reality  he  found  it  neceflary  to  have  a 
body  of  troops  in  the  field  to  oppoic  Go- 
pin  cabah,  the  mother  of  Narrain-Row, 
who  had  many  adherents  in  the  country, 
and  who  was  preparing  to  revenge  the 
murder  of  her  fon.  Befides  which,  he 
had  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  an  alliance 
was  meditated  between  that  Princefs  and 
M  3  Janajci- 
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Janajei-Bhonfalah  of  Berar,    and  Nizam- 
Ally-Cawn,  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Decaii. 

The  widow  of  Balajei-Row  had  left 
Poonah,  when  her  eldefl  fon,  with  whom 
fhe  had  fome  difagreement,  fucceeded  to 
his  father,  and  retired  to  Benares,  the 
Mecca  of  the  Gentoos,  where  it  was  ima- 
gined fhe  had  determined  to  end  her  days. 
The  death  of  her  favourite  fon,  however, 
roufed  her  from  her  retirement,  and  fhe 
now  armed  to  revenge  his  fall. 

Raghonaut-Row,  after  marching  to- 
wards Hydrabad,  the  ufual  relidence  of 
the  Soubahdar  of  the  Decan,  and  having 
a  few  ikirmifhes  with  that  prince,  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  him  upon  eafy  terms 
to  both.  He  then  marched  towards  the 
Seera  province,  from  thence  fent  an  envoy 
to  Hyder- Ally-Cawn,  and  alfo  wrote  to 
the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  in  hoftile  terms. 
Very  foon  after  he  had  concluded  the 
treaty  of  friendfhip  with  the  Soubahdar 
of  the  Decan,  he  was  informed  that  the 

widow 
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widow  of  Narrain-Row  was  with  child : 
true  or  falfe,  he  found  it  was  the  intention 
of  his  enemies  to  raife  up  a  rival  againft 
him,  fupported  by  hereditary  claim. 

Before  he  received  anfwers  from  either 
the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  or  Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn,  news  was  alfo  brought  him  that 
his  adopted  fon  had  abandoned  Poonah, 
and  that  a  very  formidable  alliance  had 
taken  place  between  Gopincabah,  Seway- 
Ragojei,  the  fucceflbr  of  Janojei,  and  the 
Soubahdar  of  the  Decan.  This  intelli- 
gence haflened  his  march  towards  Poonah. 
He  had  not  proceeded,  however,  farther 
than  the  river  Beama,  when  he  found  his 
enemies  encamped  with  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  fighting  men.  An  engagement 
was  now  unavoidable :  each  army  difputed 
the  field  with  obflinacy,  but  the  allies 
were  in  the  end  vidlorious.  Raghonaut- 
Row  thus  difcomfited,  and  deferted  by  all 
his  followers,  fled  to  the  northward. 
After  undergoing  great  fatigue,  and  efcap- 
ing  a  variety  of  dangers,  he  took  fhelter 
M  4  ia 
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in  the  country  of  Mulhar-Ras-Scindla,  a 
confiderable  Mahrattah  chief  (and  prede- 
ceflbr  of  Madhajei  Scindia,  fo  well  known 
to  the  Englifh)  where  he  remained  for 
fome  time.  The  battle  we  have  juft 
mentioned  was  fought  about  the  5th  of 
April  1774;  and  on  the  i  oth  of  the  fame 
month  the  new-born  fon  of  Narrain-Row's 
widow  was  publicly  declared  his  father's 
fucceffor  at  Poonah. 

The  Englifh  Prefidency  of  Bombay  took 
part  with  Raghonaut-Row,  in  confequence 
of  his  folicitations,  and  entered  into  an  al- 
liance with  him.  The  ceflions  he  made 
to  the  Company  by  that  treaty  were  in- 
difputably  great,  and  in  fuch  light  were 
they  feen  by  the  Dire«Slors  in  England  ; 
who  declared  their  entire  approbation  un- 
der every  circumflance  of  what  had  been 
done  refpeding  Raghonaut-Row,  and  di- 
rected their  governments  of  Madras  and 
Bengal  to  co-operate,  if  neceflary,  in 
maintaining  what  had  been  ceded  to 
them. 

But 
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But  the  Government-general  of  Bengal, 
viewing  matters  through  a  different  me- 
dium, had,  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
thefe  orders,  totally  difapproved  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Raghonaut-Row, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  cancelled  ;  and  had 
even  fent  Colonel  Upton  to  Poonah,  who 
in  the  end  concluded  a  frefh  one  with 
the  oppoiite  party. 

The  Englifh  forces  were  in  confequence 
recalled  ;  and  Raghonaut-Row,  deferted 
by  all,  and  particularly  by  the  Englifh, 
with  whom  he  had  folemn  engagements, 
was  under  the  neceffity  of  claiming  their 
protection  of  his  perlon  at  Surat. 

One  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded by  Colonel  Upton  particularly  fpe- 
cified  the  allowance  that  the  Poonah  ad- 
miniflration  fhould  make  to  Raghonaut- 
Row,  provided  he  would  quietly  take  up 
his  refidence  in  a  place  allotted  him  in 
their  country,  nor  ever  leave  it  without 
their  exprefs  permifTion.     This  he  would 
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not  hearken  to,  but  rather  chofe  to  trufl 
himfelf  to  the  protedloii  of  thofe  who, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  and  good  faith  of 
nations,  were  adually  bound  to  affift  him 
to  the  utmofl  of  their  power  ;  vainly 
flattering  himfelf  (as  the  inglorious  con- 
dud  of  the  prelidency  of  Bombay  after- 
wards glaringly  manifefled)  that  fome 
unforelcen  event  might,  one  day  or  other, 
enable  him  to  cope  with  his  adverfaries, 
and  to  aflert  his  right,  in  an  effe6lual 
manner,   to  the  government  of  Poonah. 

The  government  of  Poonah  now  ex- 
hibited a  new,  and  an  unufual  afpefV. 
On  the  death  of  Sahoojei,  the  full  admi- 
niftration  of  it,  in  its  executive  branches, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Peifhwa.  The 
fovereign  became  a  cypher.  The  minif- 
ter  was  the  efficient  ruler.  But  on  the 
death  of  Madah-Row,  the  abfolute  au- 
thority of  the  Peifhwa  began  to  decline ; 
and  oil  the  murder  of .  Narrain-Row,  it 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  nearly  annihi- 
lated. 

From 
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From  the  Peifhwa,  the  fupreme  power 
now  defcended  to  the  Devvan  of  the 
Peifhwa,  the  under-mlnifter  of  the  em- 
pire. Nor  was  he  permitted  to  enjoy  it 
alone.  He  was  forced  to  a  participation 
of  it  with  the  Purnaveen,  who,  in  reahtj, 
a  fhort  time  afterwards,  compelled  him  to 
relinquifh  the  whole.  The  Purnaveen, 
or  fecretary  of  ftate,  Nana-Balajee-Pundit, 
was  not  fo  thoroughly  benefited  by  this 
alteration  of  fyflem  as  he  at  firft  had 
reafon  to  expert.  His  colleagues  in  of- 
fice infifted  on  fharing  the  fovereign  au- 
thority. Nor  did  the  diffemi nation  flop 
here  ;  the  powerful  Jajueedars,  following 
the  example  of  their  fuperior,  and  be- 
lieving the  minority  of  the  Peifhwa  to  be 
tantamount  to  his  non-exiftence,  arrogated 
to  themfelves  an  independency  not  infe- 
rior to  the  Purnaveen.  Thus  the  Purna- 
veen, though  the  apparent  regent  of  the 
flate,  was  in  reality  no  more  than  the 
occalional  principal  of  a  many-headed 
monfler. 


An 
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An  empire  at  once  fo  indiftin6t  and  tu- 
multuous, afforded  the  moft  favourable  op- 
portunities to  Raghonaut-Rovv  for  his  re- 
eftablifhment.  He  was  accordingly  fa- 
voured (in  oppofition  to  the  junto  who 
drove  him  from  Poonah)  by  Sookeram- 
Baboo,  the  dewan,  and  Mooraba-Pundit, 
the  nephew  and  fuppofed  fucceflor  of  the 
Purnaveen,  befides  Futty-Sing,  Guicwar 
of  Guzarat,  all  of  them  powerful,  and 
abounding  in  refources :  but,  unfortunate- 
ly for  him,  their  union  proceeded  more 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  Purnaveen 
aimed  at  fovereignty,  than  any  predilec- 
tion for  his  defperate  fortunes. 

The  Prelidency  of  Bombay,  however, 
allured  by  the  affurances  of  fo  formidable 
a  fadion,  wildly  endeavoured  by  two  at- 
tempts to  reftore  him ;  but  they  failed. 
In  the  laft,  when  the  fatal  enterprife 
againft  Poonah,  in  1778,  brought  difgrace 
on  the  Englifh  arms,  he  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  that,  he  fays, 
to  enfure  the  fafety  of  the  Bombay  troops. 

"  We 
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««  \ye  were  embarked  together,"  fays  he, 
*'  and  our  veiTel  was  finking.  As  it  was 
**  on  my  account,  therefore,  that  the 
"'  Englifh  had  expofed  themfelves  to  dan- 
*'  ger,  it  was  but  juQ:  that  my  utmoft 
*'  endeavours  fliould  be  ufed  for  theii" 
"   prefervation." 

Raghonaut-Row  furrended  himielf  to 
Mhadajee-Scindia  and  Tookajee-Holkar, 
Being  a  brahmin,  his  life  was  fpared,  the 
blood  of  that  order  being  facred  ;  he  yety 
however,  was  counfclled  to  beware  of 
treachery.  The  banks  of  the  river  Ner- 
buddah  Vv'ere  pointed  out  to  him  as  the 
fpot  w^here  he  w%as  to  be  facrificed.  He 
was  commanded  to  Mahva.  He  in  con- 
fequence  fet  out,  guarded  by  a  ftrong  and 
chofen  body  of  troops,  and  encamped, 
without  manifefling  any  alarm,  on  the 
ihores  of  the  Nerbudda.  Tookajee-Hol- 
kar's  people  forded  the  river  firft  ;  Ragho- 
naut-Row*s  were  to  follow,  and  Mhada- 
jee-Scindia's  were  to  bring  up  the  rear: 
but   he   now  feized   his  opportunity,    and 

attacked 
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attacked  the  party  of  Scindia,  The  lat- 
ter, unfufpe6ling  and  unprepared,  were  ea- 
fily  routed.  Raghonaut-Row  effedled  his 
efcape,  and  arrived  at  Poonah  about  the 
middle  of  June  1779- 

Since  that  period  the  Engllfli  and  the 
Mahrattahs  have  had  various  and  vigorous 
ftruggles  :  but  thefe  being  amply  detailed 
in  the  accounts  of  the  Mahrattah  war,  we 
fhall  conclude  this  review  with  fimply  re- 
marking, that  a  definitive  peace,  through 
tlie  mediation  of  Mhadajee- Scindia,  has 
been  concluded  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Mahrattahs,  and  that  a  proviiion  has 
been  ftipulated  for  Raghonaut-Row  of 
three  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum,  which 
it  is  yet  uncertain  whether  or  not  he  will 
agree  to  receive. 

Superior  even  to  the  power  of  which 
we  have  juft  been  treating  was  that  of  the 
Moguls  for  many  ages.  A  ftrudure  of 
fuch  infinite  magnitude,  however,  re- 
quired a  government  of  vigour.  The  or- 
%  dinances 
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dinances  of  the  empire  were  manifold  ; 
but  in  general  they  were  feebly  enforced : 
whilft  the  court  of  Dehli,  from  whence 
all  laws  and  regulations  (liould  have  been 
dlfpenfed,  appeared  to  the  world  a  fcene 
of  tr.e  mod  unboi-nded  corruption  and  ii- 
centioufnels.  Agitated  by  intrigue,  and 
drenched  in  the  blood  of  its  own  fove- 
relgns  and  Omrahs  ;  accuftomed  to  revo- 
lutions as  fudden  as  unparallelled,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  weaknefs  of  the  adminif- 
tration,  the  diftant  officers  of  the  empire 
foon  began  to  fhake  off  their  allegiance. 
At  firfl:  they  ventured  to  withhold  the  re- 
venues of  the  provinces  under  their  com- 
mand ;  but  by  thefe  means  becoming  pof- 
fefled  of  the  ability,  as  well  as  of  the  dlf- 
poiition  to  purfue  thofe  plans  which  a 
fortunate  concurrence  of  circumftances 
rendered  eafy  of  adoption,  an  almoft  ge- 
neral independency  took  place.* 

The 

^'  The  empire  began  to  decline  during  the  reign  of 
Aurungzebe,  whofe  luccefslefs  efforts  .ngainft  tlie 
Mahrattahs  laid  the  foundation  of  that  ruin,    which 

tlie 
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The  authority  of  the  Emperor  was  flill, 
It  is  true,  acknowledged  in  the  provinces ; 
but  then  it  was  an  acknowledgement  of 
fuch  thorough  infiguificancy,  that  not  a 
lingle  requilition  was  granted,  nor  even  an 
order  obeyed.  He  was  prayed  for  in  the 
mofques,  at  the  time  that  he  was  oppofed 
■with  vigour  in  the  field  ;  and  his  name 
and  titles  were  ftruck  upon  the  coins, 
that,  conflitutionally  his,  were  never  meant 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  treafury. 

In  fliort,  the  power  of  the  Moguls  had 
totally  dwindled  away.  The  Soubahdars 
were  the  firft  who  eftablifhed  themfelves 
in  independency ;  nor  were  their  power- 
ful deputies,  the  Nabobs,  backward  in 
following  their  example.  The  empire 
being  rent,  admitted  of  the  abufe;  and 
the  contagion  having  once  got  abroad, 
fpread  with  an  unremitting  ardour  through- 
out all  Hindoftan. 

the  diftrad^ions  following  his  death,  and  the  weaknefs 
©f  Mahonamed-Shaw,  confirmed. 

A  num- 
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A  number  of  governments,  thus  formed 
on  the  ruins  of  a  mighty  empire,  war  and 
deftru£tion,  the  ufual  concomitants  of  re- 
bellion, foon  iprang  up  among  them; 
Each  finding  himfelf  increafing  in  power, 
aimed  at  an  acquifition  of  more  than  he 
originally  wrefled  from  his  fovereign  ; 
whilfl  new  adventurers,  in  the  hope  of 
benefiting,  daily  obtruded  themfelves  amid 
the  contentions  of  a  lawlefs  fet  of  ufur- 
pers. 

The  Moguls,  thus  ftripped  of  their  do- 
minions, foon  experienced  the  diftreflcs 
infeparable  from  fallen  authority.  Ne- 
ceffity  even  compelled  them  to  a  compro- 
mife  with  their  rebellious  fubje(^s,  many 
of  whom  obtained  a  fan6:ion  for  the  mca- 
fures  they  had  purfued,  and  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  authority  they  had  ufurped. 

In  the  preceding  pages  a  few  Inftances 
have  been  given  of  the  ftill-acknowledged 
prerogative  of  the  crown  of  Dehli  to  no- 
minate to   all   vacant  governments,    and 

N  that 
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that  too  at  a  time  when  the  royal  autho»^ 
rity  was  known  hi  general  but  by  name. 
Such  were  the  appointments  of  Nizam- 
Ul-Mulc,  Gazee-Deen-Cawn  and  Schi'- 
i^biddeen-Cawn,  to  the  Soubahdary  of 
the  Decan  ;  Anawer-Odean-Cawn  and 
Mahomet-AUy-Cawn,  to  the  Nabobfhip 
©f  Arcot,  and  the  Soubahdary  of  the  Car- 
natiG ;  and  the  Englifh,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Northern  Circars  and  the 
Dewannee  of  BengaL 

So  long,  therefore,  as  the  EnglKh  (half 
look  upon  their  territorial  acquifitions  as. 
unalienable  by  any  future  Mogul,  fo  long, 
xtiuft  they  look  upon  the  domiixions  of  the 
ieveral  independent  Soubahdars  to.  be,  in- 
like  manner,  unalienable  from  them.. 
The  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  pof- 
feffions  is  in  every  refpedl  the  fame  ;  and,, 
therefore,  the  power  that  can  affedl  the. 
one,  can  Indifputably  affe£t  the  other* 

The  pernicious  confequences  that  might 

attend  a  refloration  of  the  Mogul  powei' 

a  '*  to 
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to  its  former  plenitude,  are  fo  extremely 
obvious,  that  they  need  not  be  infifted  on. 
At  the  fame  time  it  fhould  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  that  power  was  the  original 
fource  of  the  Englifh  profperity  in  the 
Eafl. 

By  a  treaty,  which  we  have  formerly 
mentioned,  it  was  flipulated,  that  the 
Mogul  fhould  receive,  from  the  provinces 
of  Bengal,  an  annual  revenue  of  twenty- 
fix  lacks  of  rupees.  The  payment  of  this 
hath,  however,  been  ftopped,  on  account 
of  his  having  fhaken  off  his  dependence  on 
the  Englifli  ;  and  on  his  having  eftablifh- 
ed  himfelf,  contrary  to  flipulation,  under 
the  prote(5Vion  of  the  Mahrattahs  at  Dehli. 
This  happened  in  March  i  7  7  i ,  and  in 
February  1772,  the  payment  of  the 
tribute  ceafed  :  whether  juftly  or  other-  ^\ 
wife,  it  is  not  our  bufmefs  to  determine. 
His  fituation,  however,  is  truly  deplorable. 
Even  the  little  that  was  left  to  him,  has 
within  thefe  few  years  paffed  either  into 
the  pofleffion  of  the  Seiks,  or  of  Nudjlf- 
N  3  Cawn 
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Cawn  and  his  fuccelTors.  Wretchcdneib 
and  poverty  is  the  lot  of  the  lineal  defcen- 
dant  of  the  Imperial  Houfe  of  Timur. 

Of  all  the  powerful  vaflals  of  the  erown 
of  Dehli,  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  Soubahdsr 
of  Owd,  was  one  of  the  moft  confiderable. 
His  country  bordering  upon  the  Englifh 
territories  in  Bengal,  rendered  him  formi- 
dable to  that  nation  when  in  arms  to  op- 
pofe  them ;  whilft  his  friendfhip^  on  the 
contrary,  ferved  to.  eftablifh  him  as  a  bar- 
rieF  againft  the  more  northern  powers  of 
Hindoftan.  On  this  account  the  Company 
looked  upon  their  alliance  with  Shujah- 
Ul-Dowlah  as  a  moft  fortunate  event;  nor 
did  their  fervants  at  Calcutta  fail  to  im- 
prove the  connexion  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
ability. 

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah's  family  in  Hindof- 
tan was  founded  by  Mirza-Naffeer,  a 
native  of  Khoraflan,  who  coming  from 
Perfia  by  fea,  fettled  himfelf  at  Patna,.  in 
the  province  of  Bahar.     He  left  two  fons, 

who 
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ivho  rofe  to  eminence  at  the  court  of  the 
emperor  Furrokhfere.  In  the  reign  of 
Mahommed-Shah,  Saadut-Cawn  the  elder 
was  dignified  with  the  title  of  Boorhau- 
Ul-Mulck,  and  with  it  received  the  Sou- 
bahfhip  of  Ovvd.  His  younger  brother 
died,  and  left  a  fono 

Boorhan-Ul-Mulck  fending  to  Paifha- 
war  for  a  iifler's  fon,  beftowed  on  him 
his  daughter  In  marriage,  and  obtained 
for  him  the  title  of  Sufdur-Jung,  toge- 
ther with  the  important  office  of  Mafler 
General  of  the  Ordnance.  Sufdur-Jung, 
was  afterwards  appointed  Vizier  by  Ah- 
med-Shah ;  and  a  fon  of  this  marriage, 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  was  created  Mafter 
General  in  his  room.  He  likewife  had 
the  province  of  Allahabad  conferred  on 
him,  in  addition  to  the  dominions  of  Owd, 
which  now  dev^olved  to  him  by  the  death 
of  Boorhan-Ul-Mulck  *. 

*  The  revenues  of  Owd  were  formerly  calculated  at 
three  crores  of  rupees  and  a  half,  or  three  millions  five 
Imndred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  They  are  at  this 
day  a  crore  at  lead  iliort  of  that  fum. 

N  3  From 
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Froin  Sufdur-Jung  (of  whom  more  will 
prefently  occur)  the  Soubahfhip  of  Owd 
defcended  to  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  at  that 
time  about  twenty  years  of  age.  Ideas  of 
independency  had  now  gone  abroad.  The 
Abdalis,  the  Mahrattahs,  and  the  Seiks, 
had  made  fuccefsful  incurfions  into  Hin- 
doftan.  The  government  of  the  emperor 
Mabommed-Shah  was  deplorably  weak. 
Omrahs  in  every  quarter  were  feen  to  ere6t 
the  ilandard  of  rebelhon  with  impunity. 
In  a  word,  the  vaft  empire  of  the  Moguls 
was  daily  fplitting  into  diftinft  and  un- 
conneded  principalities  :  and  Shujah-UI-  ^ 
Dowlah  was  not  the  laft  to  take  advantage 
of  the  times. 

Jewan-Bukht,  a  mere  youth,  and  fon 
to  the  prefent  emperor  Shah-Aulum,  was 
at  this  period  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the 
Abdahs,  who  took  and  plundered  Dehli, 
and  placed  under  the  guardianfhip  of  cer- 
tain noble  Patans.  This  meafure  highly 
difpleafed  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  and  irrita- 
ted 


ANALYS-IS     GF     INDIA.  183 

ted  the  Mahrattahs.  They  therefore  re- 
folved  OQ  the  depoiitlon  of  the  fon,  and  on 
the  elevation  of  the  father,  the  lawful 
heir  to  the  crown  :  and  the  opportunity 
was  propitious,  the  Abdalis  having  reti^ 
red  to  their  own  country.  They  dif'* 
agreed,  however,  on  the  preparatory  mea- 
fures  effential  to  the  proje(3:,  and  it  was 
■dropped, 

A  competition  now  toolc  place  between 
Nudjif-Cawn  (a  nobleman,  whofe  grand- 
father had  been  Suddur-Ul-Suddure,  or 
High  Priefl  of  Perfia,  in  the  reign  of 
Shah-Abbas  the  Great)  and  Shujah-Ul- 
Dowlah.  They  were  nearly  allied  by 
intermarriages,  NudjIf-Cawn  had  quitted 
Perfia,  on  the  invitation  of  Shujah's  fa- 
ther, Sufdur-Jung,  He  was  accufed  by 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  with  having  treache- 
rouflyafilfted  Mahomed-Couly-Cawn  in  his 
ufurpation  of  the  province  of  Allahabad, 
of  which  he  was  governor.  He  was 
threatened  alfo  with  aflaffination,  fimilar 
to  that  of  Mahomed-Ally-Cawn,  who  had 
N  4  recently 
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recently  fubmltted,  but  whofe  reward  hac^ 
been  death. 

Nudjif-Gawn  fled  from  Shujah-Ul- 
Dovvlah's  dominions,  and  took  ihelter 
with  Coffim-Ally-Gawn,  in  Bengal.  He 
remained  with  Coffim-Ally,  until  that 
wretched  man  was  driven  from  his  country. 
He  then  took  refuge  with  the  Rajah  of 
Bundilcund.  Previous  to  this,  Shah-Au- 
lum  had  affumed  the  title,  though  he  could 
not  be  faid  to  have  afcended  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors  :  and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah 
had  been  appointed  his  Vizier. 

After  the  battle  of  Buxar,  and  the  ar- 
rangement with  the  Mogul,  which  we 
have  already  mentioned,  Shujah-Ul-Dow- 
lah  (who  was  no  longer  pofl'efied  of  coun- 
try) determined,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
Mahrattahs,  on  one  more  vigorous  effort 
againft  the  EngliOi,  and  their  new  ally 
the  emperor,  who  was  put  in  poffeffion  of 
Allahabad.  But  he  failed  :  and  with  the 
mortification    of    knowing   that    Nudjif^ 

Cawi^ 
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Cawn  co-operated  with  the  Englifli  on  the 
part  of  the  Mogul. 

Shujah,  however,  was  fhortly  reuiftated 
by  the  Engllfh  in  Owd.  Allahabad  and 
Corah  were  indeed  difmembered  from  his 
dominions.  The  King  keeping  the  for- 
mer, and  conferring  the  Soubahdary  of 
the  latter  on  Nudjif-Cawn.  He  con- 
tinued in  Owd  until  the  unfortunate 
Shah-Aulum,  in  1770,  trufted  himfelf  to 
the  Mahrattahs,  and  proceeded  with  them 
to  Dehli  ;  w^iere  inflead  of  protedlion  and 
affiftance,  and  inflead  of  being  feated,  as 
they  had  promifed  him,  on  a  throne, 
which,  as  a  fugitive,  he  had  hitherto  been 
precluded  from,  he  experienced  every  fpe- 
cies  of  infult  and  deceit. 

The  fack  of  Dehli  by  the  Mahrattahs, 
and  their  marching  dire6lly  towards  his 
territories,  induced  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  to 
iblicit  the  aid  of  an  Englifh  brigade. 
The  appearance  of  thcfe  troops  difperfed 
fhe  Mahrattahs  :  they  retired;  firil  having 

relealed 
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releafed  Nudjif-Cawn,  whom  tlie  King  had 
been  obHged  to  abandon  through  neceflity, 
^nd  whom  they  had  brought  with  them 
from  Dehh.  A  reconciliation  was  now 
brought  about  between  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah 
and  Nudjif-Cawn  ;  and  the  former  ap- 
pointed the  latter  his  reprefentative  as 
Vizier.  From  this  period  thefe  Princes 
continued  in  amity.  They  aided  each 
other  in  their  views  of  independency. 
Nudjif-Cawn  in  the  end  acquired,  befides 
the  abfolute  management  of  the  emperor's 
revenue  and  authority,  an  extent  of  domi- 
nion, yielding  nearly  three  crores  of  rupees 
annually  *.  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  after  in- 
vading the  Rohilla  dominions,  and  annex- 
ing them,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  Eng- 
li{h,  to  his  own,  died  in  the  prime  of  life 
at  Fyzabad. 

Aufuph-Ul-Dowlah,  the  fon  and  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  in  this  im- 
portant  government   of  Owd,    is   by   no 

*  Three  millions  flerling. 

means 
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means  equal  in  ability  to  his  father.      He 
is  indolent  and  unambitious  :     but  he  is 
ungeneroufly  treated ;  more  ealily  fhackled 
than  his  father,   the  fetters    which    have 
been  forged  for  him  by  the  Englifh,  are 
heavy   and    galling.       He   is   reduced    to 
a  cypher  in  his  dominions  :   even  the  fha- 
dov^  of  authority  is  not  left  him.      What 
cruelty   to  one,   who   had  been  before  fo 
thoroughly    circumfcribed,     that    nothing 
could   be   apprehended    from   him  !     The 
treatment  both  of  this  man  and  Mahom- 
med-Ally-Cawn,  are  inflaPiCes  of  fuch  un- 
juft  and  impolitic  tyranny,  that  the  example 
may  poffibly  have  a  fatal  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  other  powers  of  India.    The 
number  of  Europeans  is  inconfiderable  in 
the  Eafi.      The   natives  are  daily  acquir- 
ing confidence ;   and  begin  generally  to  be 
fenfible,    that  the  want  of  difcipline  alone 
hath    hitherto    rendered   them  inferior  as 
foldiers.       Let  the  Englifh   beware  how 
they  aroufe   that  fpirit  of  hatred  and  ani- 
mofity,  which  In  generating  combinations, 
may  eventually  draw  down  deflrudlion  on 

their 
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their  heads.  They  have  lately  had  caufe 
for  alarm.  The  die  feemed  thrown,  and 
an  impoverifhed  exiftence,  or  annihilation, 
was  evidently  on  the  caft. 

The  Soubahdary  of  Owd,  if  left  to 
flouriih  (with  a  few  retraining  checks) 
under  the  management  of  its  own  Na- 
bobs, would  ferve  as  a  formidable  barrier 
againft  any  attempts  which  might  be 
made  by  the  northern  powers  of  Hindof- 
'*^-  tan.  The  provinces  of  Bengal  fland  in 
need  of  fuch  a  fafeguard  :  moreover,  it 
would  exempt  the  Englilh  (by  having 
troops  ftationary  in  Owd)  from  what  at 
prefent  they  cannot  very  well  afford,  the 
enormous  expence  of  diflant  military  ope- 
rations. 


BOOK 
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BOOK     VI. 

An  the  countries  lying  between  Lahore 
and  Khoraffan  feveral  independent  tribes  of 
Tartars  have  eftablifhed  themfelves,  and 
all  under  the  general  denomination  of 
Oughans,  or  AfFghans.  The  moft  re- 
lpe£lable  among  them,  called  Tureen- 
Oudal,  or  Abdal,  was,  between  fixty  and 
feventy  years  ago,  ruled  by  a  chief  named 
Aehmed-Cawn.  The  Perfian  ufurper, 
Nadir-Shah,  on  his  return  from  Hindof- 
tan,  dripped  this  chief  of  his  territories, 
and  compelled  him  to  ferve  in  the  Perfian 
armies  as  an  inferior  Sardar.  On  the 
murder  of  Nadir-Shah,  Achmed-Cawn 
made  his  efcape  ;  and  reaching  his  own 
country,  once  more  alTumed  the  reigns  of 
government.  During  his  exile,  Achmed- 
Cawn  had  acquired  a  competent  degree  of 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  war  ;  he  had  flu- 
died,  likewife,  the  principles  of  govern- 
t  ment 
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nient  adopted  by  Nadir-Shah  :  thefe  he 
refolved  to  introduce  among  the  Tureen- 
Abdals.  The  confequence  was,  he  daily 
grew  into  ftrength  and  confideration  ;  and 
at  lafl:,  overpowering  all  the  neighbouring 
tribes,  ere6ted  an  abfolute  fovereignty,  and 
affumed  the  title  of  king. 

The  governments  of  Perfia  and  Hin- 
doftan  were  at  this  time  in  the  utmoft 
diftradion.  Achmed-Cawn  knew  it,  and 
feizing  the  favourable  moments,  (the  uni- 
verfil.  propenfity  of  the  eaft)  he  wrefled 
from  the  former  all  the  dominion  extend- 
ing to  the  city  of  Herat  (the  Afia  of  the 
ancients)  together  with  Herat  itfelf :  and 
from  the  latter,  the  four  large  provinces 
of  Candahar,  Cabul,  Pefliore  and  Cafli- 
mire.  He  likewife  conquered  on  the  fide 
of  Tartary,  as  far  as  the  country  of  Bal- 
Jakh.  This  fuccefs  emboldened  him  to 
■undertake  greater  matters.  In  the  perfon 
of  Mahommed-Shah,  the  Emperor  of 
Dehli,  he  faw  the  fetting  glory  of  the 
houfe   of  Timur.     Thirty  years  had  this 

monarch 
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monarch  reigned,  and  every  year  had  been 
marked  by  the  defalcation  of  feme  portion 
of  the  empire ;  moreover,  he  now  was 
finking  to  the  grave,  and  his  Omrahs 
were  ftrnggling  for  the  power  of  nomina- 
ting a  fucceflbr.  Achmed-Cawn,  daring 
and  ambitious,  determined  on  profiting 
from  this  defperate  iituatioii  of  afEiirs.  He 
quickly  aflembled  an  army,  and  unexpe<fl- 
edlv  rufliino;  noon  Lahore,  reduced  that 
-province  to  obedience.  He  then  turned 
towards  Deh.li  ;  but  here  his  good  fortune 
failed  him*  In  the  dlllricl  of  Sirhind,  he 
was  met  by  the  Imperial  army,  led  by  the 
Vizier  Kummur-UJ-Deen-Cawn,  but  of- 
tenlibly  commanded  by  the  heir  apparent 
of  the  empire,  Achmed-Shah,  which  gave 
him  battle.  The  action  w^as  bloody  and 
obftinate.  The  Imperialifts  at  length  got 
the  day,  and  forced  him  to  a  precipitate 
retreat.  His  difcomfiture,  however,  did 
not  difmav  him :  he  ftill  refted  in  the 
conviction  that  the  conquefl:  of  Hindoftan 
was  feafible. 

Mahom- 
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Mahommed-Shah   lived  not  to  hear  of 
the  fuccefs   of  his  fon.     He  died  in   the 
year  1747.      The  parties  in  competition 
for  the  right  of  Achmed-Shah,   who  fiic- 
ceeded  him,   were  the  Tartars,   who  had 
been  headed   by   the  Vizier  Kummer-Ul- 
Deen,   who  was  himfelf  a  Tartar  ;   and 
the  Perfians,  who   in   rank  and  condition 
were  nothing  inferior  to  the  Tartars.     Un- 
fortunately,  the  Vizier  had  fallen  in  the 
battle  of  Sirhind.     This  threw  a  prepon- 
derating weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  Per- 
fians.    But  that  which  efFedually  confoli- 
dated  their  power,  and   rendered  them  ir- 
refiftible,  was  the  exaltation  of  the  Per- 
fian    Sufdur-Juiig,    father  of   Shujah-Ul- 
Dowlah,  to  the  Vizierfhip.     This  appa- 
rently threatened   the  final  deflrudion  of 
the  Tartar  influence  ;   but  the  Omrahs  of 
this  nation  were  flill  formidable. 

Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn,  the  grandfon 
of  the  late  Vizier,  a  youth  of  fuperiour 
abilities  and  intrepidity  of  fpirit,  now 
took  the  lead  in  the  Tartar  deliberations. 

Their 
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Their  refolutlons  became  defperate.  At 
length  open  conteft  fucceeded  to  private 
intrigue,  and  the  ftreets  of  Dehli  were 
feen  to  run  with  the  choiceft  blood  of  the 
empire.  In  this  horrible  confulion,  when 
internal  diforder  had  efFe6luaIly  banifhed 
all  loyal  and  patriotic  co-operations  for 
general  defence,  Achmed-Cawn  again 
ftarted  from  his  capital  of  Hufl'ait-Abdal, 
and  penetrated  without  oppoiition  almoft 
to  the  gates  of  Dehli.  The  rapidity  of 
his  march  aftonifhed  the  minifters  of  the 
Mogul :  but  their  attention  was  engaged 
by  more  important  concerns ;  their  caufe 
perceptibly  loft  ground ;  and  a  decilive 
a«Stion,  at  laft  brought  about  by  the  ad- 
drefs  of  Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn,  finally 
overthrew  it.  Sufder-Jung  and  the  Per- 
fians  were  worfted.  Sufder-Jung  fled  to 
his  foubadary  of  Owd,  where  he  fliortly 
afterwards  died. 

The  Emperor  was  depofed,   and  his  Ion 

placed  in  his  room,   on  the  throne  of  the 

Moguls.      Previous  to   this,   however,    a 

O  letter 
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letter  had  been  written  by  Achmed-Cawn 
to  Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn,  proffering  him 
the  afliftance  of  his  troops  againft  the  Per- 
fians.  Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn  allowed 
hlmfelf  to  be  deceived.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  and  Achmet-Cawn,  continuing 
his  route  without  moleftation,  was  under 
the  feal  of  friendfliip  admitted  into  Dehli. 
This  fatal  miftake  brought  on  univerfal 
calamity.  Achmed-Cawn,  unmindful  of 
his  word,  and  regardlefs  of  good  faith, 
mercilefsly  facked  and  plundered  the  city  ; 
ftripped  the  imperial  treafury  of  all  its 
money  and  jewels ;  difhonoured  the  facred 
apartments  of  the  Haram,  and  carried  off 
two  of  the  princefles  of  the  race  of  Ti- 
mur,  one  of  whom  he  efpoufed  himfelf, 
and  the  other  he  married  to  his  eldeft 
fon. 

With  this  great  acquifition  Achmed- 
Cawn  returned  to  Herat :  but  he  ftill 
continued  reftlefs.  In  two  other  vifits  to 
Hindoftan  he  again  fpread  fire  and  defola- 
tion  through  that  uiilaappy  country.     He 

died 
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died  about  twenty  years  ago,  leaving  a 
very  compact  and  flourifhing,  though  ex- 
tenfive  dominion  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Timur- 
Shaw,  who  now  reigns  over  it.  The  father 
and  fon  have  both  been  known  to  Euro- 
peans bv  the  common  defignations  of  their 
tribes,   Abdali  and  Dourani. 

The  government  of  the  AfFghans  under 
Timur-Shaw  is  perfeclly  foedal.  The 
country  is  divided  into  diftrids,  which 
are  feverally  ruled  by  a  diflindl  chief,  ab- 
folute  in  authority,  and  independent  of 
the  lord  paramount  Timur-Shaw,  except- 
ing fome  cafes,  in  which,  by  certain  te- 
nure's, military  aids  are  eftablifhed.  The 
revenues  of  Timur  are  confiderable.  He 
nev^r  reduces  his  army  to  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand,  and  then  he  is  careful  always 
to  have  them  either  of  Perfian  or  Tartar 
birth.  Befides  this  {landing  force,  all 
compofed  of  cavalry,  and  which  he  cloaths 
and  pays  regularly,  he  can,  whenever  he 
refolves  on  any  foreign  expedition,  call 
upon  his  chiefs  for  their  afliflance ;  and 
O   2  fuch 
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fuch  afliftance,  it  Is  averred,  amounts  to 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men. 
Every  man  provides  his  own  horfe  and 
arms.  The  country  is  populous,  the  cli- 
mate good,  and  the  natives  remarkably 
hardy  and  robuft. 

Notwithftanding  the  formidable  power 
and  great  refources  of  Timur-Shaw,  mat- 
ters have  been  kept  tolerably  quiet  in  that 
quarter  of  the  Eaft  fince  the  time  of  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  that  from  the 
intervention  of  various  caufes.  His  fitua- 
tion  with  refpe£t  to  Perfia  (from  whofe 
dominion  his  father  difmembered  Herat, 
and  which  for  fome  years  flourilhed  under 
the  adive  adminiflration  of  Curreen- 
Cawn)  and  the  alarming  growth  of  the 
Seiks,  are  probably  the  greateft  weight 
with  him. 

The  alarm  has,  however,  more  than 
once  been  fpread,  that  Timur-Shaw  had 
advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Attock, 
with  a  view  of  penetrating  into  Hindof- 

tan; 
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tan  ;  nor  has  the  report  heen  always 
without  foundation.  He  has  indiiputably 
meditated  it  at  different  times,  and  011 
the  plaulible  grounds  of  fecuring  to  the 
wretched  defcendant  of  Tamerlane  (to 
whofe  family,  as  we  have  already  fecn, 
he  is  allied  by  marriage)  more  refpe(fl 
and  fupport  from  his  afpiring  Omrahs,  or 
at  once  to  re-eftablifli  him  in  the  full 
pofleffion  of  all  his  rightful  authority. 
Thefe  have  been  the  reafons  publicly  af- 
fi^ned.     But   however   well   inclined  Ti- 

« 

mur-Shaw  ma/  have  been  to  have  em- 
barked in  fuch  an  enterprize,  his  own  cir- 
cumftances  fince  the  death  of  his  father 
have  been  too  unfavourable  to  admit  of 
it.  Till  very  lately  he  has  had  much  to 
ftruggle  with  :  chieftains  in  alarming  di- 
vilions  amongft  themfelves;  a  confiderable 
part  of  his  fubje£ls  difaifedled,  and  a  bro- 
ther in  open  rebellion. 

Thus  fituated,   it  is  evident  that  Timur 

could  not   either   with  prudence  or  with 

{afety   have  ventured   on  an  undertaking, 

O  3  the 
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the  iflue  of  which  would  have  been  at 
beft  but  problematical  :  moreover,  he  was 
certain  of  a  determined  oppoiition  from 
the  Seiks  of  Punjaub  and  Lahore,  through 
whofe  dominions  he  was  neceflhrily  to 
pafs ;  an  oppofition  which  his  father,  as 
he  well  knew,  though  poflefied  of  more 
power  than  himfelf,  had  with  difficulty 
furmounted,  nay,  to  which  he  was,  in 
more  than  one  inftance,  obliged  to  give 
way. 

But  though  neither  the  means  nor  the 
political  fituation  of  affairs  have  hitherto 
been  favourable  to  Timur-Shaw,  it  yet 
cannot  be  denied,  but  that  an  Invafion  of 
Hindoftan  is  at  this  period  more  pradica- 
ble  with  him  than  it  has  been  at  any  one 
time  lince  his  acceffion  to  the  govern- 
ment. The  internal  diforders  of  his  own 
kingdom  have  entirely  fubfided.  His 
ambitious  brother,  Secundar-Shaw,  has 
become  a  vagrant  fugitive,  and  the  faction 
which  fupported  him  has  been  annihi- 
lated.   The  change  in  the  affairs  of  Dehli, 

occa* 
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occafioned  by  the  death  of  Nudjif-Cawn, 
the  captaui-general  of  the  Mogul  armies, 
and  the  afl'aflination  of  his  kinfmaii  and 
fucceflbr,  Mahommed-ShufFei-Beig,  have 
alfo  been  particularly  favourable  to  foreign 
interpofition  :  befides  which,  fuch  divifions 
have  crept  in  among  the  Seiks,  as  mufl 
greatly  facilitate  a  progrefs  through  their 
territories.  In  a  word,  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dali,  fhould  he  ever  engage  in  fuch  an 
enterprize,  may  acquire  an  influence  in 
the  political  fcale  of  Hindoftan,  which  it 
might  at  this  day  be  deemed  fomewhat 
vifionary  to  fuggeft. 

Hindoftan  was  vifited  feven  different 
times  by  the  Dourani-Achmed-Shaw. 
Firfl,  with  Nadir-Shaw,  in  the  year  of 
Chrift  1737  ;  fecond,  in  1746,  when  he 
took  Lahore,  and  facked  Sirhind  ;  third, 
in  1749,  when  he  fettled,  in  imitation  of 
Nadir- Shaw,  certain  tributes  to  be  paid 
him  by  the  Mogul  government  for  the 
provinces  of  Guzurat,  Sealkoat,  Aurun- 
gabad  and  Purfuroar  ;  fourth,  in  the  year 
O   4  ^IS^^ 
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1 75 1,  when  he  defeated  the  Imperial  ge- 
neral, and  afterwards  appointed  him  his 
deputy  in  Lahore  ;  fifth,  in  i  756,  when, 
in  revenge  for  the  expulfion  of  his  gover- 
nor of  Lahore,  he  entered  and  plundered 
Dehli,  and  advanced  to  the  eaftward  even 
as  far  as  Agra  ;  fixth,  in  1759,  when  his 
fon,  Timur-Shaw,  oppofed  the  Seiks,  Mah- 
rattahs,  and  Adinah-Beig-Cawn,  a  revolted 
governor  of  Lahore,  and  when  he  himfelf 
the  year  afterwards  gained  the  decifive 
vi£lory  of  Panniput ;  feventh,  in  1761, 
when  the  Seiks,  who  by  this  time  had 
grown  into  fome  ftrength,  taking  advan- 
tage of  his  abfence,  had  attacked  and  kil- 
led his  Viceroy  in  Lahore,  and  had  pof- 
feffed  themfelves  of  that  city  and  its  de- 
pendencies, which  they  erected  into  a  fo- 
vereignty,  but  which  he  afterwards  difpof- 
feffed  them  of. 

We  have  mentioned  the  Seiks.     They 
are  a  powerful  and  an  extraordinary  peo- 
ple :    until    very    lately,    however,    they 
have  been   quite   unknown   to  the  Euro- 
peans ; 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  201 

peans  :  the  caufe  of  this  ihall  he  explain- 
ed hereafter.  The  Selks  were  originally 
of  the  tribe  of  Hindoos,  called  Jates. 
They  are  now  compofed  of  all  cafts.  They 
admit  profelytes  from  all  religions ;  and 
even  allow  them  to  retain  a  belief  of  their 
former  perfuafions,  and  to  perform  their 
feveral  rites,  provided  they  comply  with 
the  external  duties  of  a  Seik,  which  are 
but  few  and  limple.  They  never,  it  is 
true,  heartily  adopt  a  Mullulman.  A  dil^ 
ciple  of  the  Koran,  though  in  every  re- 
fpe<Sl:  a  Seik,  they  diftinguifh  by  the  name 
of  Nemazi-Singh,  which  denotes  him  to 
be  a  renegade  Mahommedan. 

The  Seiks  have  a  cuftom  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  and  diffimilar  to  the  principles 
and  practice  of  every  other  people  of  the 
Eaft.  They  fuffer  the  hair  to  grow  on 
every  part  of  the  body  without  cutting  or 
(having.  Towards  the  clofe  of  Aurung- 
zebe's  reign,  they  were  obliged,  indeed, 
in  order  to  conceal  themfelves  from  perfe- 
cution,  to  cut  off  their  hair.  Their  foun- 
der. 
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der,  as  a  diftinguifhing  mark,  eftabllihed 
this  cuftoni.  The  Seiks  have  a  high  no^ 
tion  of  the  equaUty  of  mankind.  They 
carry  this  fo  far,  that  the  loweft  among 
them  pay  no  fort  of  refpe6t  to  the  higheft. 
They  never  rife  to  falule  each  other,  or 
bend  the  head.  They  beheve  in  a  God, 
but  have  an  imphclt  faith  in  their  high 
prieil:,  or  Gooiu.  In  the  infancy  of  their 
fociety,  they  were  celebrated,  and  are  ilill 
faid  to  be  remarkable  for  benevolence  and 
attention  to  travellers  and  flrangers.  A 
ilranger  and  a  relation  they  coniider  as  one 
and  the  fame. 

Being  compofed  of  all  feds,  though 
their  origin  was  in  fanaticifm,  they  can- 
not with  propriety  be  faid  to  have  any 
particular  charaderiftic.  Their  manners 
are  plain  and  (imple  :  moderate  in  their 
living  and  drefs,   and  honeft  in  their  deal-  j 

ings.  Their  cities  and  principal  towns 
abound  with  Mahommedan  artificers  and 
tradefmen,  who  are  moll  liberally  encou- 
raged.    They  countenance  and  proted  all 

foreign 
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foreign  merchants.  The  ryots  and  far- 
mers are  aflefl'ed  with  moderation  :  not  a 
moiety  fo  much  as  they  are  by  Europeans, 
Mohammedans  and  Hindoos.  Their  go- 
vernment is  moft  lenient.  Even  many 
Affghan  families  have  hereditary  eftates  in 
their  dominions,  which  they  allow  them 
quietly  to  poflefs.  Their  wars  have,  how- 
ever, it  mufl  be  confeffed,  (hewn  them  in 
a  different  point  of  view.  They  have 
plundered,  oppreffed,  and  been  guilty  of 
every  enormity. 

The  Seiks  firft  began  to  eflablifh  them- 
felves  in  the  provinces  of  Punjaub,  Moul- 
tan,  Lahore,  and  the  countries  adjacent 
to  Lahore,  in  the  reign  of  Shaw-Jehan. 
Their  numbers  at  that  period  were  very 
inconfidei'able.  About  the  year  of  the 
Higeira  11 23,  or  of  Chrift  1713,  they 
firft  made  a  hoftile  appearance  under  their 
leader  Nanick-Shaw,  in  Punjaub.  They 
defeated  the  Phoujdar  of  Sirhind ;  but  were 
afterwards  repulfed  by  the  Mogul,  and 
driven    from    that    province.       The    firft 

chief 
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chief  of  the  family  of  Nanick-Shaw  was 
called  Nanick,  or  Gooru,  which  in  the 
Seik  language  fignifies  Divine  Prefence. 
He  was  born  in  the  88oth  year  of  the. 
Higeira,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Bhaloul, 
of  the  tribe  of  Loudy.  The  government 
continued  in  fucceffion  to  his  deicendants 
till  the  time  of  AUum-Gheer,  when  the 
reigning  Gooru,  Gobind-Sing,  accompa- 
nying that  monarch  on  his  march  to  the 
Decan,  died.  It  then  became  extin6i: ; 
nor  has  any  fingle  perfon  held  it  fince. 

Aurungzebe,  whofe  cruelty  was  equal 
to  his  diffimulation  and  hypocrify,  per- 
fecuted  the  Seiks.  Feigning  to  be  alarm- 
ed, he  let  loofe  the  zealous  and  enthu- 
fiaftic  miniflers  of  his  vengeance  againft 
them.  They  fell  in  all  parts.  Their 
Gooru  was  treacheroufly  circumvented, 
taken  and  hanged.  No  end  appeared  to 
their  fufFcriiigs,  They  at  lafl  refolved  on 
the  meafure  of  cutting  off  their  hair,  and 
of  that  way  concealing  themfelves  till  the 
moment  ihould  arrive  for  retaliation  and 

revenge. 
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revenge.  Bahadur-Shaw  trod  in  the  fteps 
of  his  father.  He  murdered  the  Seiks 
wherever  they  were  to  be  found.  Nor 
could  he  prevail  upon  them  to  abjure 
their  principles,  and  profefs  Mohamme- 
danifm,  though  that  alternative  was  offered 
to  them.  Magnanimity  and  fortitude 
grew,  as  intolerance  iiicreafed.  Perfecuted 
and  fcattered  though  they  were,  they  all 
had  an  attraction  to  one  common  center ; 
and  to  that  center  they  were  certain  to 
return  when  a  ceflation  of  difficulties 
ihould  take  place. 

At  length  being  freed  from  the  Mo- 
hammedan yoke,  the  Seiks  aflembled 
from  their  lurking  places,  and  formed 
themfelves  into  a  new  community.  They 
adopted  no  regular  fyftem  of  government. 
The  richer  fort  affumed  the  title  of  Ra- 
jah, and  annexed  to  it  a  full  and  fovereign 
authority,  independent  of  each  other.  The 
next  in  confideratlon  called  themfelves 
Sardars,  and  eftablifhed  an  equal  fhare  of 
independency,   both  of  each  other  and  of 

the 
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the  Rajahs.  They  formed  a  fcederal  af- 
fociatlon,  not  a  commonwealth,  as  it  hath 
been  erroneoufly  denomhiated.  They, 
erected,  as  it  were,  diiHn6t  principaUties  ; 
to  a6t  together  in  concert,  only  when  a 
common  enterprize  Ihould  be  in  queftion. 
Their  leaders  were  then  to  affemble  in 
congrefs,  on  a  perfect  equality,  and  each 
to  rear  his  ftandard  in  the  general  caufe. 

From  fmall  beginnings,  like  the  Mah- 
rattahs,  the  Seiks  have  rifen  to  fuch  an 
alarming  degree  of  confequence,  that  they 
now  poflefs  an  extent  of  dominion,  com- 
puted at  eight  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  four  hundred  miles  in  breadth ;  its 
capital  Lahore.  Their  general  army,  en* 
tirely  compofed  of  cavalry,  is  fuppofed  to 
exceed  an  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, 
armed  with  fwords,  pikes,  bows  and  ar- 
rows. An  inftance  of  their  power  may 
be  gathered  from  the  ftrength  of  one  of 
their  Rajahs,  Cheefta-Sing,  who  can  bring 
into  the  field  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  of 
his  own  immediate  adherents. 

4  As 
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As  the  Mahrattahs  fall  (and  that  they 
are  on  the  wane  feems  to  be  Indifputable) 
the  Seiks  miift  rife.  With  a  horfe  and  ac- 
coutrements every  adventurer  may  find  an 
afylum  with  the  Seiks.  They  have  no 
prejudices  or  dlflikes.  Their  body,  like 
a  vaft  ocean,  receiving  fupplies  from  every 
poffible  direction,  muft  rapidly  fwell  and 
encroach  on  every  thing  that  is  near  it. 

The  influence  and  almoft  irreflilible 
force  of  the  Seiks  have  for  fome  years  paft 
alarmed  the  powers  of  Hindoftan.  Ach- 
med-Cawn,  indeed,  the  father  of  Timur- 
Shaw,  on  his  return  from  the  laft  in- 
vaiion  of  Dehli,  took  from  the  Seiks  their 
capital  of  Lahore  :  but  they  afterwards 
retook  it,  and  in  a  pitched  battle  with 
him  totally  routed  his  army,  which  was 
compofed  of  upwards  of  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  Mongul  Tartars,  Kalmucks  and  Per- 
fians ;  neither  could  he  in  two  feveral  at- 
tempts which  he  afterwards  made,  wipe 
away  the  diigrace.  The  river  Attock 
they   rendered    impaffable.      Tijpur-ShaW 

has 
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has  likewife  met  with  the  fame  bad  for- 
tune, and  that  even  more  frequently  than 
his  father. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  rifquing  too  much 
to  fay,  that  the  Seiks  are  a  power  which 
jfhould  be  carefully  watched  by  the  Eng- 
lilh.  They  certainly  are  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  the  political  fcale  of  India, 
Large  bodies  of  them  annually  quit 
their  homes,  and  advance  to  the  frontiers 
of  the  Owd  dominions  ;  belides  others, 
who,  though  not  exclufively  of  the  com- 
munity, are  yet  in  every  re{pe£t  Seiks. 
Gujput-Singh,  Ummar-Singh,  and  the 
chiefs  who  poflefs  the  di{l:ri£ts  of  Kur- 
iiaul,  Thannaiffer,  Puttialah,  &c.  are  of 
this  number.  They  are  abfolutely  Seiks, 
although  they  have  little  intercourfe  with 
the  more  diflant  leaders  of  Punjaub  and 
Lahore. 

Thefe  chiefs  originally  belonged  to  one 
or  other  of  the  inferior  tribes  of  Hindoos  ; 
but  having  creeled  their  Zemindaries  into 

inde« 
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independencies,  they  found  it  politically 
convenient  to  adopt  the  manners,  and  af- 
fume  the  name  of  their  northern  neigh- 
bours ;  but  neither  the  character  nor  the 
power  of  the  latter  fhould  be  eflimated 
from  the  figure  or  appearance  of  the  chiefs 
who  refide  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pan- 
niput  and  Leharinpoor.  For  though  their 
flrength  has  of  late  been  fufficient  to  fur- 
nifh  confiderable  employment  to  Nudjif- 
Cawn  and  his  fucceflbrs  ;  to  lay  Zabtah- 
Cawn,  whofe  country  is  lituated  between 
the  Ganges  and  the  Jumna,  under  heavy 
contributions,  and  to  moleft  even  the  fu- 
burbs  of  Dehli ;  yet  they  are  neither  to 
be  compared  with  the  genuine  Seiks  for 
political  importance,  nor  regarded  on  ac- 
count of  their  inftitutions,  in  the  fame  im- 
portant view. 

They  claim  an  attention,  however,  be- 
caufe  they  have  frequently  committed  ra- 
vages in  different  parts  of  the  territories 
of  our  ally  of  Owd,  the  Vizier  Aufuph- 
Ul-Dowlah,  and  excited  claims  among 
P  the 
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tne  Zcmiiidai.s  uti  u\t  north-weft  borders, 
x^^hich'  have  conliderably  afflcSled  his  reve- 
nijes.     Two   years  tire  not  elapfed,  fince 
tli'cy  laid   the  city  of  Anoapfhir   (which 
is  fituated   on  the  weftern  banks   of  the 
Gaiiges)  under  contribution.      They  have 
even  made  many  predatory  incurfions  into 
the  Upper  Rohilcuiid,    in  defiance  of  de- 
tachments from  the  EngUfli  military  fla- 
tions   in  Owd,   and  that  of  Darnagur  in 
Rchikund  itfelf.     In  a  word,    the  Seiks 
and  their  relatives,  have  every  appearance 
of  being  one  day  or  other  a   very  formi- 
dable power  in  Hindoftan. 

We  now  come  to  the  Rohillas,  w^hofe 
power,  though  confiderably  on  the  decline, 
is  by  no  means  annihilated,  and  may  pofli- 
bly  be  revived  under  a  future  leader,  who 
fhall  be  more  a6live  and  enterprifing,  than 
either  of  the  reigning  chiefs  of  that  tribe. 
A  general  Iketch  of  their  hiftory,  there- 
fore, cannot,  w^e  hope,  be  unacceptable  to 
the  reader  ;  efpecially,  as  at  one  period 
they  bore  no  unimportant  part  ia  the  af- 
fairs 
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fairs  of  HIndoftan.  It  will  likewife  dif^ 
fufe  a  light  over  the  tranfadions  of  other 
flates,  hereafter  to  be  confidered. 

The  Rohillas  are  originally  from  a  pro- 
vince of  Affghaniftan,  called  Roh.  In 
the  reign  of  the  emperor  Humaioon,  a 
certain  adventurer,  of  the  Affghan  tribe, 
grew  into  great  confideration  at  the  court 
of  Dehli.  Humaioon  conferred  honours 
and  riches  on  him  with  a  moft  lavifh 
hand.  He  eleded  him  his  chief  favou- 
rite ;  and  almoft  divided  with  him  the 
vaft  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Timur. 
The  confequence  was,  that  the  fubje(£t 
became  too  powerful  for  the  fovereign. 
Gratitude  funk  as  ambition  opened  in  fe- 
du(9:ive  profpedl.  The  refult  was  open 
rebellion.  Shere  Shah  (for  fuch  was  his 
name)  marched  againft  his  mafter  and  be- 
nefadlor ;  gave  him  battle  at  Lucknow, 
defeated  and  expelled  him  from  Hin- 
doftan.  He  did  not,  however,  enjoy  his 
victory  long.  He  died  at  Dehli,  and 
P  2  Humaiooa 
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Humaloon  returning,  reafcended  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors. 

Allured  by  the  fuccefs  of  Shere  Shah, 
a  large  body  of  the  tribe  of  AfFghans  or 
Patans  (who  are  at  prefent  a  branch  of 
Mohammedans)  iflued  about  this  time 
from  the  northern  mountains,  and  fixed 
their  refidence  in  Bcrelli,  Moradabad,  Sum- 
bul,  Budaow,  and  the  parts  adjacent, 
known  by  the  general  name  of  Kuttaihr. 
Of  this  body  was  Daood-Cawn,  of  the 
tribe  of  Rohillas,  who  is  generally  con- 
lidered  as  the  founder  of  the  government, 
known  under  that  name  in  Hindoftan. 

This  man,  eminently  pofleflTed  of  that 
bravery,  and  fpirit  of  enterprife,  which 
marked  the  national  charadler  of  an  AfF- 
ghan,  foon  raifed  himfelf  to  confequence. 
The  numbers  who  followed  his  flandard 
enabled  him  to  pu(h  his  conquefts  farther 
than  any  of  thofe  adventurers  who  preceded 
him.  His  arms  were  every  where  vi£lo- 
tious.     He   aimed  at  a  great   extent  of 

dominion, 
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dominion,  and  probably  would  have  ac- 
quired it,  had  he  not  been  treacheroufly 
put  to  death  by  the  Rajah  of  Cumaoon  *, 
who  became  jealous  of  his  increafing  in- 
fluence. Daood  -  Cawn  left  two  fons, 
Mohammed. Cawn,  and  Ali-Mohammed-f 
Cawn  :  the  latter,  indeed  an  adopted  one, 
Ali  being  the  fon  of  an  Hindoo  Zernin- 
dar,  whom  Daood  had  fubjugated  f.  The 
adherents  of  Daood  attached  themfelves  to 
the  interefts  of  Ali-Mohammed. 

Ali-Mohammed  educated  with  care,  and 
naturally  pofleffing  thofe  captivating  qua- 
lifications in  a  military  chara6ler,  intrepi- 
dity, munificence,  and  candour,  fpeedily 
eftabliflied   the  authority  to  which  he  had 

*  Cumaoon  is  the  name  of  a  mountainous  diftriift, 
bordering  the  north-eafl  part  of  Kutaihr.  The  Rajah 
of  Cumaoon  was  heretofore  a  Prince  of  high  eftima- 
tion.  The  Ganges  and  the  Jumna  are  fuppofed,  by 
eaftern  geographers,  to  take  their  rife  in  his  domi- 
nions. 

t  Colonel  Dowe  erroneoufly  calls  Ali-Mohammed 
a  foldier  of  fortune,  and  traces  him  to  the  mountains 
of  Cabuliflan. 

P  3  been 
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been  called.  The  foundation  laid  by 
Daood,  for  a  general  fupremacy,  was  fo- 
lld.  All  had  nothing  but  the  fuper- 
flru6lure  to  rear,  and  that  he  accomplifhed. 
The  leaders  of  Kutaihr  fubmitted  to  his 
fway. 

The  Mogul  empire  being  at  this  time 

in  great  diftra£lion,  and  party  feuds  raging 

at  Dehli,  Ali- Mohammed  refolved  upon  a 

decided    interference   between    the    Vizier 

and  his  opponent  Omrahs.     But  a  fubje£l 

more  worthy  of  his  genius  prefented  itfelf. 

The  emperor  was  involved  in  difficulties, 

from  a  formidable  party   of  Sirjeds,   who 

were  rebellioufly  in  arms.      He  apphed  to 

Ali-Mohammed :    Ali   immediately    took 

the  field,  and  joining  the  Imperial  troops, 

.  tinexpededly  fell  upon  the  Sirjeds.      The 

conteft  was  bloody,   but  Ali  acquired  the 

day,  having  flain  the  leader  of  the  iniurgents 

with  his  own  hands.      He  then  repaired 

to  Dehli,  and  together  with  a  conliderable 

extent  of  country,  had   the  dignities   of 

Nabob 
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Nabob  and  Omrah   conferred  on  him  by 
the  Mogul. 

Ali-Mohammed  now  fixed  his  refidence 
at  the  city  of  Owlah.      But  envy  at  the 
royal  favours  thus  juflly  heaped  on  him, 
called    forth    powerful    enemies  ;    among 
the  reft,  the  Rajah  Hurranund,  governor 
of  Moradabad.      This   Rajah,  under  fome 
frivolous  pretext,   colleifled  an  army,  and 
proceeded  againft  him.      Ali  ftrove  to  de- 
precate his  wrath.      No  intreaties,  no  fub- 
n^ffions  could  foften  the  implacable  Hin- 
doo.    He  rejedied   Ali's  propolitions  with 
indignation    arid   fcorn.       Ali,    driven  to 
extremity,   was   compelled  to  £ght.      He 
haftily  aflembled  his  troops,  gave  the  Ra- 
jah battle,  and  totally  difcomfited  him. 

Enraged  at  the  defeat  of  the  governor 
of  Moradabad,  the  Vizier,  who  had  fe- 
cretly  fpurred  him  on  to  hoftiHties  againft 
Ali,  loft  no  time  in  drawing  together  a 
confiderable  army,  which  placing  under 
the  command  of  his  fon,  he  ordered  to  pro- 
P  4  ceed 
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ceed  mofl  vigoroufly  agalnft  the  Affghans. 
Ali-Mohammed  ported  himfelf  at  Darana- 
gur.      There  the  Imperialifts  found  him. 
Averfe  from  fo  ferious  and  unprofitable  a 
conteft,  Ali-Mohammed,   with  a  promp- 
titude and  a  brilliancy  of  character  pecu- 
liar to  himfelf,   refolved  at  once  upon  a 
meafure,  which  he  hoped  would  prevent 
the    unneceflary    effufion   of  blood.      He 
ventured   with   a  fmall  guard   to   prefent 
himfelf  before  the  Vizier's  fon,  and  boldly 
to  aflert  his  innocence.     The  plan  had  its 
defired  effed.      Meir-Munoo,  the  Imperial 
general,   flruck   with    admiration   at    the 
conduct  of  Ali-Mohammed,  received   him 
with  courtefy  and  kindnefs.      He  entered 
Into  terms  with  him ;   and  even  as  a  rati- 
fication of  perfonal  friendfliip,  agreed  upon 
a  marriage   between  his  younger  brother 
and   the   daughter  of  Ali.      Both  armies 
then  drew  off;  that  of  the  Mogul  marched 
to  Dehli ;  that  of  Ali-Mohammed  to  his 
capital  of  Owlah. 

Ali, 
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Ali,  by  his  alliance  with  the  Vizier, 
apprehending  no  farther  difturbance  from 
the  machinations  of  the  court,  and  having 
a  fteady  body  of  troops,  took  the  refolu- 
tion  of  punifliing  the  Rajah  of  Cumaoon, 
for  the  murder  of  his  father  Daood.  To 
Cumaoon  he  accordingly  marched,  and 
there  moft  amply  revenged  the  wrongs  of 
his  benefa(5lor.  The  Rajah  fubmitted 
himfelf  to  the  invader,  and  even  agreed  to 
govern  his  own  hereditary  dominion  as 
his  Foujdar  or  deputy.  He  even  acqui- 
efced  in  the  mortifying  condition  of  fur- 
rendering  the  moft  beautiful  and  valuable 
difl:ri6ls  of  Cumaoon,  to  the  adherents 
and  followers  of  the  Patan. 

Ali-Mohammed  had  not  been  long  re- 
turned to  Owlah,  when  he  received  intel- 
ligence of  a  difturbance  between  the  new 
fettlers  in  Cumaoon,  and  certain  of  the 
houfehold  of  Sufder-Jung,  who  were  on 
their  way  to  Dehli ;  and  whofe  lord  was 
then  in  the  higheft  influence  and  credit 
with  the  emperor.      He  heard  likewife  of 

the 
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the  vengeance  denounced  againfl:  him, by 
the  Perlian  :  and  here  commences  the 
quarrel  between  the  Rohillas  and  the  Na- 
bobs of  Owd. 

Sufder-Jung,  irritated  by  the  indigni- 
ties offered  to  his  people,  complained  to 
the  emperor  of  the  infult,  and  demanded 
the  exemplary  punifliment  of  Ali-Moham- 
med.  The  Vizier,  or  a6ling  minifler, 
exprefled  himfelf  anxious  to  fee  him  grati- 
fied with  ample  fatisfa6lion  :  but  he  fer 
cretly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  AH-Mohamr 
med.  Sufder-Jung,  however,  allemblcd 
a  confiderable  army,  and  proceeded  to- 
wards Owlah.  The  Rajahputes,  Jates,  and 
Bundaillais  (more  of  whom  in  the  fequel) 
joined  him  on  the  march  ;  as  did  the  Sou- 
bahdar  of  Furrckhabad,  and  divers  power- 
ful chiefs.  Even  the  emperor  accompa- 
nied him  in  the  expedition. 

The    Rohilla,   deferted  by  all,  except- 
ing his  Affghans,   who    were  determined 
to  fupport  him,   or  perifli  in  his  defence, 
4  fhut 
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{hut  li'imfelf  up  in  the  fort  of  Bunghur, 
which  is  fituated  between  Owlah  and  Bu- 
daoon.  Here  he  was  invefted  by  Sufder- 
Jung,  and  reduced  to  the  hifl  extremities : 
but  the  Vizier  was  refolved  he  {JTiould  not 
falL  He  foUcited  his  pardon  from  the 
emperor.  The  emperor  in  veneration  of 
the  high  chara6ler  and  abilities  of  AH, 
granted  it.  The  iiege  was  then  raifed,  in 
oppofition  to  Sufder-Jung,  who  implored 
the  extirpation  of  the  whole  race ;  and  the 
Imperial  forces  (under  the  exprefs  ftipula- 
tion  of  Ali-Alohammed's  fubmitting  him- 
felf  unconditionally  to  the  royal  authority) 
were  remanded  to  their  refpeclive  flations. 
Ali-Mohammed  was  carried  prifoner  to 
Dehli. 

The  government  of  Budaoon  and  Ow- 
lah, though  now  wrefted  from  Ali-Mo- 
hammed, was  ftill,  through  the  Vizier's 
means,  continued  in  the  AfFghans.  Suf- 
der-Jung, inwardly  diffatisfied  at  this  pre- 
dilection, was  yet  forced  to  appear  chear- 
fuUy  acquiefcent.  Neither  was  it  con- 
venient 
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venient  for  him  to  murmur,  although  his 
follcltatlon,  that  the  prifoner  fhould  be 
confided  to  his  charge,  was  treated  with 
inattention.  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  the 
court  of  DehU  received  fecret  information, 
that  the  Rohillas  were  about  to  rife.  Or- 
ders were  ifl'ued,  that  they  fliould,  on  no 
confideration,  be  allowed  to  crofs  the 
Jumna  or  Ganges.  But  it  was  too  late. 
Five  thoufand  of  the  moft  determined,  in 
different  dlfguifes,  had  colleded  them- 
felves,  and  unexpectedly  falling  upon  the 
guards  of  Ali- Mohammed,  at  Chaur*- 
Naugh,  where  he  was  confined,  effefted 
his  releafe,  after  a  captivity  of  two 
years. 

The  enlargement  of  Ali-Mohammed 
again  roufed  the  rage  and  inveterate  ma- 
lice of  Sufder-Jung.  He  counfelled  his 
fovereign  to  grant  them  neither  counte- 
nance nor  mercy  :  but  the  Vizier  ftill 
kept  the  line  of  moderation.  He  recom- 
mended the  preferable  and  lefs  fanguinary 
meafure,  of  removing  them  to  a  more  dif- 
I  tant 
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fant  quarter  of  the  Mogul  dominions. 
The  emperor  liflened  to  the  Vizier.  Sir- 
hind  was  fixed  on  as  their  place  of  refi- 
dence,  and  Ali-Mohammed  (the  Vizier 
becoming  fecurity  for  his  future  good  be- 
haviour) was  appointed  their  governor. 

At  this  time  Ali-Mohammed  had  fix 
fons,  Abdoolah-Cawn,  Fyzoolah-Cawn  *, 
Sadoula  -  Cawn ,  Mohammed  -  Yar  -  Cawn, 
Alleyar-Cawn,  and  Murtuza-Cawn.  The 
two  eldeft  he  left  as  hoflages  with  the 
Vizier. 

In  his  government  of  Sirhind,  Ali-» 
Mohammed  gave  much  fatisfa£lion  :  but 
the  tranquillity  of  Sirhind,  and  of  all 
Hindoftan,  was  at  once  interrupted  by 
the  invafion  of  the  Dourani  Achmed- 
Shaw,  who  was  already  advanced  as  far  as 
Lahore.  The  Shahzaddah,  with  a  nume- 
rous army,   immediately  took  the  field  to 

*  Fyzoolah  Cawn,  the  prefent  Rohilla  chief  of  Ram- 
poor,  with  whom  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  under  the  gua- 
rantee of  the  Englifli,  concluded  the  treaty  of  Loll- 
Dong  in  the  year  1774. 

oppofe 
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oppofe  him.     The  Vizier  ferved  under  t\ib 
Shahzaddah,  as  fecoiid  in  command. 

The  opportunity    was   now  propitious 
to   Ah-Mohammed.      He  feized    it    with 
eagernefs  ;    and  with  a  celerity  and  priva- 
cy ahnoft  incredible  ;    flying,   as  it  were, 
to    regain  his    former    capital  of  Owlah, 
he   croffed  the  Jumna   and   the   Ganges ; 
poflelTed  himfelf  of  all   the  territory  eaft- 
ward    of  thofe    rivers,    from    Duranagur 
to   Shahjahanpour,    including   Moradabad, 
Sumbul,  Ouroal  and  Berelli,  which  places 
were  held  in  jaghire  by  the  Vizier,  Suf- 
der-Jung,   by  Feroz-Jung,   Zolfkar,   and 
others  the  moil:  confiderable  officers  of  the 
empire ;  and  without  any  ferious  refiftance 
at  laft  arrived  at  Owlah. 

The  Emperor,  plunged  in  difficulties 
of  an  alarming  nature  by  the  Dourani, 
was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  remaining 
quiet  under  this  indignity.  The  Doura- 
ni, it  is  true,  had  been  defeated  by  the 
Shahzaddah  at   Sirhind  :   but  the   vidory 

had 
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had  been  dear  to  the  empire  ;  the  Vizier 
was  killed,  and  the  Mogul  troops  fo 
greatly  reduced,  that  Achmed-Shaw  had 
been  enabled  to  plunder  the  city  of  Sir- 
hind,  (whence  he  took  tlie  eldefl  fons  of 
Ali-Mohammed)  and  to  retreat  at  leifure 
to  Herat. 

Ali  was  DOW  in  poiTeffion  of  IMorada- 
bad,  the  jaghire  of  the  late  Vizier  ;  of 
Berelli,  that  of  Nizam-Ul-Mulc ;  and  of 
Dhampoor,  Sheerkoat,  Nudeenah,  and 
other  places,  the  property  of  Sufder-Jung. 
His  condu£t  on  thefe  acquifitions  was  fuch 
as  might  be  expecled.  He  turned  out  the 
governors  and  niagiftrates,  and  obliged 
them  (though  at  the  fame  time  confer- 
ring upon  them  confiderable  prefents)  to 
crofs  the  Ganges.  He  then  appointed 
others  in  their  room,  and  eftablifhed  a 
iyftem  of  government  both  prudent  and 
politic.  He  next  proceeded  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  refractory  Zemindars  of 
Kuttaihr,  and  thofe  on  the  fklrts  of  the 
hills,   who  were  chiefly  Rajahputes  ;    and 

having 
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having  annexed  their  territories  Hkevvif? 
to  thofe  he  had  already  acquired,  he  drove 
the  unfortunate  chiefs  to  the  northward 
of  the  Ganges  ;  he  treated  their  fubje£ls, 
however,  with  lenity  and  indulgence. 

Sufder-Jung  and  the  Omrahs  already 
mentioned,  were  under  the  political  necef- 
fity  of  bearing  patiently  the  lofs  of  their 
refpedive  jaghires.  They  even  found  it 
expedient  to  affe6t  an  entire  fatisfadion  at 
the  proceedings  of  the  Rohilla,  and  fe- 
verally  to  affure  him  of  their  friendship. 
But  the  period  of  A li- Mohammed's  ca- 
reer was  now  drawing  to  a  clofe.  In  the 
height  of  this  confequence  and  conlidera- 
tion,  he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  difeafe, 
which  put  an  end  to  his  glory  and  exif- 
tence  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
Achmed-Shaw. 

Ali-Mohammed,   who  to  his  lafl:  mo- 
ment poflbfled  liberality  and  magnificence 
of  fpirit,    refolved  not  to  quit  the  world 
with  lefs  eclat  than  he  had  univerfally  ac- 
quired 
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quired  in  his  progrefs  through  life.  Ac- 
cordingly, afl'embling  his  troops,  he  had 
himfelf  borne  in  a  litter  before  them,  and 
then  taking  an  affedionate  leave,  directed 
the  full  payment  of  their  arrears.  He 
next  ordered  a  largefs  of  five  and  twenty 
lacks  of  rupees  to  the  immediate  adherents 
of  his  family ;  and  finally  concluded  the 
melancholy  fcene,  by  imploring  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  attpxhment  to  his  chil- 
dren, and  by  fettling  the  government  for 
the  time  being  (as  his  two  eldeft  fons  were 
then  in  captivity)  in  the  third,  the  young 
Sadoulah-Cawn,  but  under  the  guidance  of 
a  regency,  at  the  head  of  which  he  placed 
Hafiz-Rhamet  *. 

On  the  death  of  Ali-Mohammed,  the 
court  of  Dehli  conceived  that  all  farther 
efforts  to  eflablifh  independence  would  ceafe 
on  the  part  of  the  Rohillas,  and  they  incon- 
fequence  appointed  a  fuccelTor  to  him  in  the 

*  Hafiz-Rhamet,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Rohillas, 
when  Rohilcund  was  invaded  and  fubdued  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  in  1774. 

Q^  govern- 
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government  of  Moradabad  :  but  they  were 
wrong  ia  the  conclufion  ;  the  Rohlllas 
adhered  pertinacioufly  to  the  family  of 
All  -  Mohammed.  They  attacked  the 
new-appo'mted  governor,  on  his  attempt- 
ing to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  Foiijdary 
by  force,  and  flew  him  and  the  fol- 
lowers to  a  man.  They  defeated,  like- 
wife,  in  a  pitched  and  defperate  engage- 
ment, a  more  formidable  body  of  Patans, 
led  on  by  Kaiem-Jung-Bungufh,  the  Pa- 
tan  chief  of  Furrokhabad,  and  killed  him, 
together  with  at  leaft  a  moiety  of  his 
troops,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  his  prin- 
cipal Sardars. 

Their  fpoil  in  this  adion  was  confider- 
able.  The  horfes  and  elephants  of  the 
enemy,  with  all  the  military  chefts,  fell 
into  their  hands.  Nor  was  the  adminif- 
tration  of  Delhi  difpleafed  at  their  fuccefs  ; 
and  though  Sufder-Jung,  the  Vizier,  de- 
tefted  the  Rohillas,  he  was  flill  more 
exafperated  againfl:  Kaiem-Jung-Bungufh 
and  his  Patans :  fo  much  fo,  indeed,  that 

he 
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he  loil  not  a  moment  in  repairing  to  Fur-' 
rokhabad,  where  he  plundered  in  the  Em- 
peror's name  with  a  hand  of  mercilefs 
avidity,  and  even  dragged  away  to  con- 
finement the  mother  and  brothers,  except- 
ing one  who  elcaped,  of  Kaiem-Jung  ; 
imprifoning  the  former  at  Allahabad,  and 
the  latter  in  his  capital  of  Owd. 

But  the  Rohillas  were  not  to  continue 
in  this  fyilem  of  politics.  The  depref- 
lion  of  the  foes  of  Sufder-Jung  conduced 
too  much  to  the  elevation  of  that  ambi- 
tious Omrah,  who  feemed  foaring  to  a 
dangerous  pitch  of  authority.  They  were 
aware  of  the  hatred  he  bore  them.  Their 
extirpation  was,  they  were  certain,  his 
mod  favourite  objedl.  They  accordingly 
liftened  to  propolitions  from  the  Patans. 
Achmed-Cawn-Bungufh,  the  brother  of 
Kaiem-Jung,  was  joined  by  their  forces. 
They  proceeded  immediately  to  Furrokha- 
bad,  and  rcpoffciTed  themfelves  of  that  pro- 
vince and  city.  They  then  ruihed  towards 
Owd  and  Allahabad.  Thefe  places  fubmit- 
0^2  ted 
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ted  to  their  arms.  They  afterwards  fought 
the  general  of  Sufder-Jung,  and  defeated 
him.  In  a  word,  fo  rapid  and  alarming 
was  their  progrefs,  that  Sufder-Jung  ob- 
tained the  Emperor's  permiflion  to  attack 
them  with  the  forces  of  the  empire,  and 
to  engage  even  a  body  of  Mahrattahs  and 
Jates  to  his  afliftancc. 

The  Rohillas  and  Patans,  Informed  of 
the  Imperial  preparations,  refolved  to  meet 
the  Vizier  boldly  in  the  field.  They  came 
up  with  him  in  the  Upper  Rohilcund. 
The  fight  began,  and  was  obftinately 
maintained ;  but  the  day  was  ultimately 
in  favour  of  the  Rohillas.  The  Mah- 
rattahs, bought  off  by  fecret  emilTaries 
during  the  iieat  of  the  a£lion,  withdrew 
from  the  Vizier.  The  Rohillas  then 
puihed  on  with  redoubled  vigour.  The 
Vizier  gave  way.  Diflra6tion  feized  on 
the  Emperor's  troops.  They  fled.  The 
Imperial  ftandards  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Rohillas,  who  purfued  their  fugitive 
enemy  almofl  to  the  gates  of  Dehli. 

The 
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The  Rohlllas  and  Patans  after  this  de- 
cllive  vid:ory  feparated  and  repaired  to  their 
relpe(£live  countries.  Not  fo,  Sufder- 
Jung.  Shortly  after  his  difgraceful  return 
to  Dehii  he  was  degraded  from  the  Viza- 
rut  :  but  he  was  flill  powerful ;  info- 
much,  that  he  rebellioufly  took  up  arms 
againft  his  Sovereign.  In  this  new  fcene 
of  affairs,  the  Rohilla  chiefs  faw  that  they 
again  were  to  a6l  a  confpicuous  part.  The 
Mogul  wrote  to  them,  demanding  their 
afliflance.  Sufder-Jung  alfo  folicited  and 
profiered  them  his  alliance.  Their  fitua- 
tion  was  flattering,  but  critical.  They 
were  eagerly  courted  for  fupport  by  the 
moft  confiderable  powers  of  Hindoflan : 
but  neutrality  was  the  wifeft  line ;  and 
that,  though  they  marched  towards  Dehli, 
they  were  determined  to  purfue. 

This,  indeed,  can  only  be  faid  of  the 
major  part  of  the  Rohillas.  One  body  of 
them  went  over  to  the  Emperor  under 
Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah*,   of  whom  it  is  ne- 

*  Nubjub-Ul-Dowlah,  father  of  the  prefent  Zab- 
tha-Cawn,  the  Rohilla  chief  of  Seharinpoor. 

0^3  ceflary 
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ceffary   in  this  place  to  be  fomcwhat  par- 
tkular;     Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah  joining  the 
Imperial  ftandard  with  his  Rohillas,   and 
very  ftrongly  riveting  himfelf  in  the  good 
opinion  of  his  mafter,  was  fliortly  held  up 
^s  a  counterpoife  to  the  overgrown  influ- 
ence of  Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn,    the  nc-? 
phew  of  Sufder-Jung,   predeceffor  in  the 
Vizarut,  and  the  grandfon  of  N  izam-Ul« 
Mulck,  of  the  Decan.      He  even  had  thq 
addrefs  to  get  himfelf  appointed  Buckfhee, 
or  treafurer  of  the  empire.     This  fuddeii 
exaltation   drew    upon  Nujub-Ul-Dowlah 
the  jealoufy  of  Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn,  the 
Ummen-Ul-Umrah.     Both  parties  took  up 
arms.     Thefe  differences,  however,  were 
for   the    time   fortunately   accommodated. 
The  R-ohilla  chief  found  himfelf  unequal 
to  the  contefb,  therefore  prudently  refign- 
ed,  and  retired   to  his  capital  of  Nujuba- 
bad  ;    but    he    meditated    revenge.      Nor 
was  Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn  more  pacificaU 
ly  inclined. 

This   pent-up  animofity  worked   with 
mifchievous  and  bloody  rage.     Ghazy-Ul» 

Deen- 
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Peen-Cawn,  on  his  part,  gave  fecret  in- 
ftrudion  for  the  affaffi nation  of  the  Enipe- 
ror  Allum-Gier,  whom  he  knew  to  be 
favourable  to  his  rival,  and  then  took 
the  field  at  the  head  of  that  flime  Empe- 
ror's army.  And  Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah, 
not  to  be  behindhand  with  him,  called  in 
the  affiftance  of  the  Dourani,  Achmed- 
Shaw ;  roufed  his  confederate  Rohillas ; 
and  even  prevailed  on  Shiijah-Ul-Dowlah, 
who  had  now  fucceeded  his  father  Sufder- 
Jung  in  the  Soubadary  of  Owd,  and  who 
was  the  hereditary  enemy  of  Ghazy-Ul- 
Deen-Cawn,  to  join  in  the  alliance.  Nor 
were  the  Imperial  Party,  whom  Ghazy-Ul- 
Deen  afFedled  to  lead,  without  allies  ;  they 
had  Jates,  Rajahputes,  and  a  large  body 
of  mercenary  Mahrattahs  to  affifl  them. 
A  battle  enfued.  Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn 
was  defeated.  He  again  rifqued  an  en- 
gagement ;  (Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  having 
fled  to  the  Rohillas)  but  in  this  he 
was  totally  difcomfited.  The  combined 
forces  of  the  Rohillas  and  Dourani 
gained  a  decided  vi6lory.  The  flight 
0^4  of 
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of  the  Imperialifls  was  general.  The 
allies  purfued,  and  reaching  Dehli,  facked 
that  devoted  city  for  twenty- one  days. 
Numbers  were  flain  on  both  fides :  but  the 
(laughter  among  the  Mahrattahs  was  the 
moft  confiderable  *. 

TheDourani,  Achmed-Shaw,  who  com- 
manded as  general,  highly  diftinguifhed 
the  Rohillas,   Hafiz  Rhamet  and  Doonda- 

*  There  is  fome  little  variation  in  the  accounts  of 
this  famous  battle  of  Panniput.     It  is  faid,  that  the 
Mahrattahs  having  joined  Ghazy~Ul-Deen-Cawn,  who 
had  deprived  the  Emperor  Achmet-Shaw  of  his  fight, 
depofed  him,  murdered  his  prime  minifter,    and  aflaf- 
finated  the  unhappy  AIlum-Gier,  marched  from  Dehli, 
and  were  met  on  the  plains  of  Panniput  by  the  Dou- 
rani,  Rohillas,  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  and  other  confede- 
rate powers.     That  a  dreadful  carnage  attended  the 
vi6lory  gained  by  the  Dourani ;   and,  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  text,  particularly  amongft  the  Mahrattah  chiefs, 
among  whom  were  numbered  the  Bhow,  Bifwap  Rah- 
Ragah,  and  Junkoo.     And  that  the  Dourani  then  re- 
turned to  Dehli,  and  depofing  Shaw-Jehan,  the  prince 
raifed   to  the  throne  by  the   Bhow,    had  placed   the 
crown  on  the  head  of  Jewan-Bukht,  in  the  abfence  of 
his  father,  Ali-Goher,   (the  prefent  Emperor,  Shaw- 
Aulum)  to  whom  he  had  unfuccefsfully  proffered  the 
reins  of  government. 

Cawn, 
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Cawn,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
du<^.      On  the  firft   he  beftowed  Etawa, 
though   then   the  jaghire  and  government 
of  the  MoguTs  fecond  fon,  Baber.     And 
on  the  latter  the  jaghire  of  Shekoabad : 
diftri£ts,  indeed,  that  they  were  afterwards 
deprived  of  by  the  Mahrattahs,  with  whom 
they  were  never  able  to  form  an  alliance. 
But    the  Dourani   could  not    prevail   on 
them   to  admit  of  the   pretenfions  of  the* 
two  elder  fons  of  Ali-Mohammed,  whom 
he  had  brought  with  him  from  Herat,  and 
who,    on    being    releafed  from   captivity, 
demanded  the  furrendry  of  the  rights  be- 
queathed  to  them  by  their  father.      Sa- 
doolah-Cawn,   their  younger  brother  and 
reigning  Prince,  Hafiz-Rhamet,   and  the 
other  chiefs,  had  tafted  too  much  of  the 
fweets  of  independency ;    they   felt    their 
ftrength,  and,  therefore,  obliged  the  eldefl 
of  Ali's  fons  to  content  himfelf  with  the 
jaghire  of  Oojhani  :  and   the  fecond,   Fy- 
zoolah-Cawn,    with    the   Pergunnahs    of 
Rampore  and  Shawabad. 

The 
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The  battle  of  Panniput,  which  is  marked 
with  peculiar  celebrir.y  by  the  Rohilla  hif- 
torians,  eflabllllicd  a  permanent  and  in- 
veterate antipathy  between  the  Mahrattahs 
and  Rohillas.  The  former  receiving,  in 
the  number  of  chiefs  (lain,  that  crufh  which 
has  fmce,  by  engendering  internal  flrife 
and  contefl:,  brought  their  confequeiice  to 
a  very  evident  declenfion.  This,  however, 
im  its  proper  place.  The  Dourani  having 
£rfl:  driven  Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn  out  of 
Hindoftan,  marched  to  Dehll  with  the  Ro- 
hillas, raifed  Jewan-Bukht  to  the  throne 
of  the  Moguls,  and  appointed  Shujah- 
Ul-Dowlah,  of  Owd,  to  be  his  Vizier. 
This  meafure  was  of  confequence  to  the 
Rohillas  :  it  Teemed  to  promife  them  every 
poffible  protection  :  nor  was  it  long  before 
they  had  occafion  to  appeal  to  it.  The 
Mahrattahs  returned  to  revenge  their  lofs. 
At  firft  the  Rohillas  relied  on  their  own 
refources  ;  but  their  adverfaries  were  too 
numerous  and  formidable.  They  then 
folicited  aiilflance  from  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah. 
The  Vizier  granted  it.  He  even  prevail- 
ed 
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ed  on  the  Englifh  to  march  a  brigade  to 
their  fupport.  And  here  commences  the 
epocha  of  the  ruin  of  the  Rohillas. 

No  fooner  had  the  Mahrattahs  retired, 
but  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  demanded  of  the 
Rohillas  a  coniiderable  fum  of  money,  for 
the  feafonable  relief  he  had  afforded  them. 
He  even,  it  is  alledged,  declared  that  he 
had  bought  off  the  Mahrattahs  with  the 
fum  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees.  True  or 
falfe,  the  demand  he  made  on  the  Rohillas 
was,  as  we  have  faid,  confiderable.  Un* 
fortunately  for  this  people,  they  refufed 
compliance  with  it.  They  even  alTerted^ 
that  the  claim  was  without  foundation. 

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,who,  confidering  the 
rooted  diflike  of  his  father,  Sufder-Juiig,  to 
the  Rohillas,  could  never  be  fuppoled  cor-> 
dially  their  friend,  took  fire  at  this  indig- 
nity and  ingratitude.  He  threatened  ex- 
emplary revenge.  Nor  was  it  long  befora 
he  carried  his  vengeance  into  execution. 
He  again  applied  to  his  alhes  the  Englifh 

for 
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for  affiilance.  The  Englifli  granted  it. 
Rohilcund  was  invaded;  and  Hafiz-Rha- 
met,  the  Rohilla  general,  being  killed 
in  the  only  a£iion  which  happened,  the 
whole  country  was  quickly  fubdued.  Fy- 
zoolah-Cawn,  and  the  other  remaining 
chiefs,  fled,  with  their  followers,  to  Loll- 
Dong.  Shiijah-Ul-Dowlah  and  the  Englifli 
purfued.  The  iflue  was,  Fyzoolah-Cawn, 
the  furviving  fon  in  authority  of  Ali- 
Mohammed,  the  founder  of  the  Ro- 
hilla ft  ate,  was  forced  to  fubmit,  and  to 
content  himlelf  under  the  tenure  of  de- 
pendency on  the  Vizier,  with  a  jaghire  of 
fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum ;  a  fum 
which  would  have  been  wrefted  from  him 
long  fince  (though  no  perfon*s  condudl 
can  be  lefs  intriguing  or  obnoxious)  had 
he  not  been  guaranteed  in  the  pofl'elfion  of 
it  by  the  Englifli. 

We  have  now  drawn  the  hiftory  of  the 
Rohillas  to  a  conclufion.  Fyzoolah-Cawa 
is  a  good  farmer,  holds  in  jaghire  a  con- 
fiderable  diftrid  of  country,  and  refides  at 
Rhampoor,  which  is  fituated  nearly  in  the 
I  heart 
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heart  of  Kuttaihr.  Zabtha-Cawn,  the  fon 
of  Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah,  who  was  mafter  of 
Nujubabad,  Patier-Guhr,  Daranagur,  and 
other  northern  parts,  (and  who,  though 
treacherous  to  his  countrymen,  being  with 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  on  the  day  of  a(Stion, 
when  Hafiz-Rhamet  was  killed,  and  who  , 
was  afterwards  ft  ripped  of  his  pofleffions  by 
the  Vizier)  is  alfo  pofl'efled  of  a  province, 
under  the  dominion  of  the  fucceflors  of  the 
late  Ummen-Ul-Umrah,  Nudjif-Cawn. 
Thefe  are,  however,  only  the  remains  of 
Rohilla  greatnefs  ;  Fyzoolah  -  Cawn  in 
particular,  is  thoroughly  unimportant; 
Zabtha-Cawn  may,  indeed,  prove  other- 
wife.  He  has  often  threatened  to  enter 
the  Upper  Rohilcund,  and  re-eflablifh 
himfelf  in  the  government  of  Nudjubabad, 
and  the  reft;  of  his  patrimonial  inheritance. 
Hence  the  neceftity  of  watching  his  mo- 
tions, and  the  propriety  of  the  Englifti  in 
confidering  him  as  a  chief,  with  whom 
they  arc  politically  concerned. 

Having  nearly  finifhed  our  account  of 
the  leading  nations   and  Princes  of  Hin- 

doftan, 
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doflan,  we  will  take  a  (light  review  of  the 
prhicipal  of  thofe  inferior  powers,  on  the 
caftern  fide  of  the  Peninfiila,  whether  tri- 
butary or  independent,  who,  in  refpe6t  to 
the  former,  hold  ah  intermediate  rank  on 
the  pohtical  fcale ;  and  who,  though  they 
may  not  poflefs  any  very  great  influ- 
ence or  confequence,  are  yet  fufficiently 
Important  to  merit,  in  fbme  degree,  the 
attention  of  the  reader. 

The  chief  of  thefe  Is  Purtaub  Singh 
Sewai.  He  may  be  faid  to  be  at  the  head 
of  the  Rajahpute  tribes,  who  are  at  this 
day  divided  into  fo  many  petty  principali- 
ties, that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  enumerate 
them.  His  capital  is  Jypoor,  or  Jynug- 
gur,  which  is  fituated  about  lixty  cofs  to 
the  S.  W.  of  Agra.  Some  years  lince 
the  power  and  authority  of  this  little  king- 
dom were  very  conliderable  under  Madho- 
Singh,  who  was  the  founder  of  it :  but 
the  ambition  of  Nudjlf-Cawn  (whofe  name' 
has  already  occurred)  was  fatal  to  this 
family.  The  predeceflbr  of  the  prcfent 
4  Rajah 
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Rajah  was  conftrained  to  fubmit  to  the 
fuperior  force  of  the  Imperial  general: 
and  Purtaub  Singh  fucceeded  to  his  pater- 
nal dominions  only  as  a  tributary.  In 
which  condition,  however,  he  has  not 
remained  without  vigorous,  though  in- 
effe^lual,  attempts  to  fhake  off  the  yoke. 
But  the  death  of  Nudjif-Cawn,  and  the 
difl:ra<5lions  which  have  followed  that 
event,  may  lead  to  his  emancipation,  and 
to  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  Jypoor 
branch  of  Rajahputes.  He  has  of  late,  in- 
deed, been  engaged  in  a  quarrel,  not  at  all 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of 
this  objed,  having  laft  year  commenced 
hoftilities  againft  another  Rajahpute  Prince 
(named  alfo  Purtaub  Singh)  who  rules 
over  Machurra.  This  Rajah,  who  was 
likewife  reduced  to  the  flate  of  a  tributary 
by  Nudjif-Cawn,  pollefles  a  fmall  diftricl, 
iituated  between  Jynaggur  and  the  prefent 
fouthern  boundaries  of  Agra.  United, 
thefe  Princes  would  be  more  than  a  match 
for  the  fucceflbr  of  Nudjif-Cawn.  But, 
(b   Ix^ng  as   they  enfeeble   themfelves    by 

divifion, 
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dlvifion,  it  will  be  no  difficult  taik  to  con- 
firm them  both  in  fubjection. 

Next  to  the  Rajah  of  Jynaggur,  may 
be  ranked  Runjeet- Singh,  the  defcendant 
of  Soorudge-Mull,  who  firft  eftabhflied 
the  authority  of  the  Jates  in  the  Imperial 
city  of  Agra,  and  its  neighbourhood. 
This  Prince,  vvhofe  name  has  already 
been  mentioned,  poffefled  great  weight  in 
his  time.  He  loft  his  life  in  a  battle  with 
Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Deig.  After  his  death,  the  power  of  his 
fiimily  began  rapidly  to  decline.  In  the 
year  1774,  Nudjif-Cawn  drove  Runjeet- 
Singh  out  of  Agra ;  and  in  the  year  1776 
difpoffeffed  him  of  Deig,  and  of  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  territories,  which  Soorudge- 
Mull  had  creeled  into  a  principality.  At 
the  death  of  Nudjlf-Cawn,  Runjeet-Singh 
poffefled  neither  dominion  nor  confequence ; 
but  (ince  that  event,  he  feems  to  have  made 
Ibme  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  both. 

But 
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Befides  Runjeet  Singh,  there  are  other 
Inconfiderable    Rajahs    of  the   Jate  tribe. 
But  the  only  one  who  can  at  prefent  claim 
our  notice  is  Chutteer-Singh,   the  Ranah 
of  Gohud.     The  country  of  this   Prince 
lies  between   the  Jumna  and   the  pafs  of 
Narwar.     He  firft  grew  into  confequence 
by  his  connection  with  the  Englifh,   who 
extended  his  dominions,   and  put  him   in 
poffelTion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Gua- 
liar.      His   ingratitude  to  his  benefactors, 
however,  having  been  followed  by  the  lofs 
of  almoft  all  the  advantages  he  had  ob- 
tained through  their  means,   it  is  probable 
that  he  will  foon  return  to  his  original  in- 
fignificance.      And  yet  Mhadajee  Scindia, 
who,   at  the '  clofe  of  the  year  1783,  was 
carrying  on  the  moft  vigorous  and  fuccefs- 
ful  hoftilities  againft  him,  fhould  not  be 
allowed  totally  to  fubdue  him.      He   con- 
flitutes  a  part  of  that  barrier  to  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Vizier  (the  ally  of  the  Eng- 
lifh)   which   fhould  always  be  kept  firm, 
againfl  the  Mahrattahs  :    a   barrier    wh^h 
can  only  permanently  exift,   while  thofft 
R  Rajahs, 
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Rajahs,  who  occupy  the  countries  lying 
between  the  Jumna  and  the  province  of 
Malva,  are  fcreened  and  protected  from 
thofe  Mahrattahs. 

The  power  of  the  Princes  of  Bundail- 
cund    was    formerly    conliderable.     Since 
1777,   when  Hindoput   died,   it  has  de- 
creafed.     This  country  was  formerly  di- 
vided into  two  diftridts,   which  were  re- 
fpe£tively  governed  by  the  Rajahs  Nuttey- 
Singh    and   Suttur-Jeet.       Hindoput  was 
defcended  from  a  Dewan  of  one  of  thofe 
chieftains,  and   pofleffcd   the    richeft   part 
of  Bundailcund,    which   enabled   him   to 
maintain  a  (landing  force  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  horfe  and  foot.     At  his   deceafe  he 
left  three  fons.     The  minifters,  for  their 
own  aggrandifement,  fecured  the  fuccefiion 
to  the  fecond,   who  was  a  minor,  in  pre- 
judice to  the  elder,   who  was  arrived  at 
man's  eftate.     They  permitted  him,  how- 
ever,  to   retain  polTeffion  of  a  jaghire  of 
about  nine  lacks  of  rupees.     The  excluded 
Prince,  from  fome  accident  or  other  had 

it 
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it  in  his  power  to  be  ferviceable  to  Colo- 
nel Leflie,  when  that  officer  marched 
with  an  Englifh  army  through  Bundail- 
cund,  on  his  way  a  crofs  the  Peninfula  of 
India.  Colonel  Leflie  interefted  himfelf  in 
his  behalf,  and  obtained  for  him  from  the 
ufnrping  Minifters  an  increafe  of  revenue. 
But  this  advantage  has  not  proved  perma- 
nent. He  now  refides  at  Uktowah,  which 
is  about  nine  cofs  from  Chatterpoor.  He 
is  in  poffeffion  of  no  place  of  ftrength. 
His  military  force  does  not  exceed  four 
thoufand  men,  and  moft  of  thefe  are  iii4 
fantry.  The  income  of  his  brother  again 
is  eftimated  at  twenty-iix  lacks  of  rupees. 
He  relides  at  Parnah  or  Punnah,  which  is 
a  fortrefs  of  great  ftrength.  He  maintains 
about  two  thoufand  horfe,  and  ten  thou- 
fand foot,  but  can  raife  upon  an  emergency 
a  formidable  army. 

Independent  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe 

of  Hindoput,    there  are   two  other  Rajahs 

of  Bundailcund,  who  pride  themfelves  in 

their    defcent    from    Chatter-Sawl,     who 

R  z  founded 
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founded  Punn^h  and  Chatterpoor,  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  and  who 
was  the  firft  Rajah  of  his  family.  The 
one  refides  at  Jaitpoor ;  his  revenue  is 
about  fourteen  lacks  of  rupees ;  and  he  is 
fupported  in  his  pofleffions  by  the  Mah- 
rattah  Generals,  who  govern  Calpee  (on 
the  Jumna)  Jahnfi,  and  other  diftrids, 
lying  between  that  river  and  Bundailcund 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Province  of  Malva 
on  the  other.  Churkarie  is  the  place  of 
refidence  of  the  other.  His  revenue  is 
eflimated  at  thirteen  lacks  of  rupees.  He 
maintains  about  fix  thoufand  foot,  and 
fifteen  hundred  horfe.  Farther  on  the 
Rajahpute  fubje6l  would  be  unneceflaiy. 

Before  we  clofe,  however,  our  account 
of  thefe  minor  powers,  it  will  be  proper 
to  add  a  few  words  refpedling  the  Patans 
of  F  .rrokhabad.  Mohammed -Cawn,  of 
the  Atfghan  tribe  of  Bungufh,  was  the 
firft  who  ereded  the  flandard  of  indepen- 
dency in  that  city.  Under  this  chief,  the 
Patar.o  of  Mow  (a  town  near  Fu rrokha- 
bad, 
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bad,  from  which  they  received  a  defigna- 
tion)  cut  a  confiderable  figure.  When 
Cai'm-Jung  was  at  their  head,  they  were 
{o  formidable,  as  to  threaten  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  Rohilla  flate,  founded  by  Ali- 
Mohammed-Cawn,  as  has  been  related  in 
our  account  of  the  latter.  Achmed- 
Cawn,  the  father  of  the  prefent  Nabob 
of  Furrokhabad  (Muzufrer-Jung)  raifed 
the  reputation  of  his  houfe  to  fo  high  a 
pitch,  that,  while  he  was  courted  by  the 
Rohillas,  and  refpe£led  by  the  court  of 
Dehli,  he  was  dreaded  by  Sufder-Jung, 
the  Soubahdar  of  Owd.  The  defcendants 
of  Sufder-Jung,  however,  have  in  the 
end  amply  revenged  the  indignities  he  fuf- 
fered,  through  the  fuperior  genius  and 
fortune  of  Achmed-Cawn.  The  late 
Vizier,  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  imbecility  of  MuzufFer-Ju"g, 
impofed  a  yoke  upon  hin*.,,  under  Ipecious 
pretences,  which  he  was  never  able  to 
ihake  off.  I'he  prefent  Vizier,  his  (^oriy 
Aufuph-Ul-Dowlah,  riveted  thofe  chains, 
and  at  length  totally  deprived  him  of  his 
R  3  coun- 
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country.  He  can  be  looked  upon,  there- 
fore, only  as  the  reduced  and  miferable 
reprelentative  of  an  illuftrious  family, 
which,  not  long  fince,  held  a  diftinguiflied 
rank  among  the  powers  of  Hindoftan. 

From  thefe  more  northern  nations  and 
kingdoms,  proceeding  towards  the  fouth- 
ern  extremity  of  the  Peninfula  of  India, 
we  come  to  the  extenfive  territories  of  the 
Soubahdar  of  the  Decan.  The  weight 
which  the  predeceflbrs  of  Nizam- Ally- 
Cawn,  the  prefent  Soubahdar,  pofleffed 
in  all  the  tranfa£tions  of  Hindoftan,  hath 
already  been  the  iubjeft  of  our  inquiry. 
The  glory  of  the  Nizamut,  however,  fet 
with  its  .  brightefl  luminary  Nizam-Ul- 
Mulc.  Since  that  period,  it  has  been 
gradually  declining  in  its  confequence ; 
nor  does  it  at  this  day  poflefs  any  material 
influence,  farther  than  the  limits  of  its 
own  domain. 

The  definitive  treaty  of  Paris  confirm- 
ing Salabit-Jung  in  the  Soubahdary  of  the 

Decan, 
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Decan,  Nizam  -  Ally  -  Cawii  became,  in 
courfe,  his  acknowledged  lucceflbr,  both 
by  the  Englifh  and  the  French  *'.  How 
far  a  clofer  conne«flion  with  the  Soubahdar 
might  be  conformable  to  the  interefls  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  is  a  matter  that  merits 
their  cooled  and  moft  deUberate  confidera" 
tion.  There  is  not  a  doubt  of  his  {land- 
ing in  need  of  their  affiftance  ;  nor  is 
there  the  lead  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  many 
eflential  advantages  might  not  be  derived 
from  a  grant  of  it,  were  it  afforded  him 
under  precife  and  ftipulated  conditions. 

Situated  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
feveral  prefidencies  of  the  EngliOi,  the 
government  of  this  prince  is  known  but 
by    report.       His    conftant    flruggles    at 

*  Nizam-Ally-Cawn  depofed  his  brother,  Salabit- 
Jung,  and  kept  him  in  confinement  a  confiderable 
•while  before  his  death.  Succefs,  as  is  always  the  cafe, 
drew  upon  him  favours  from  DeMi.  Shah-Aulum 
conferred  upon  him  the  viceroyalty  of  the  Decan,  and 
fent  him  phirmaunds  for  that  purpofe,  although  his 
brother  was  flill  living. 

R  4  home 
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home  have  hitherto  kept  him  in  employ- 
ment. The  time  may  arrive  when  he 
may  turn  his  arms  another  way. 

The  treaty  concluded  with  him  in 
Augufl  1768,  provides,  that  on  proper 
requifition,  and  on  condition  that  it  con- 
veniently can  be  fpared,  the  Englifh  fhall 
fupply  him  with  a  certain  force  to  affifl 
him  in  his  own  country.  This  claufe, 
has  been  evaded.  Nizam- Ally-Cawn  did 
apply  for  the  ftiputated  afliftance  in  1775, 
and  at  a  time  when  it  conveniently  could 
have  been  fpared,  and  yet  it  was  denied 
him  ;  although,  in  return,  he  made  an 
offer  to  the  Eiiglifh  of  the  Cuttack  coun- 
try *,  which  joins  their  Northern  Circars 

*  The  Cuttack  province,  however  Nizam -Ally- 
Cawn  may  claim  a  right  to  it,  is  in  the  pofitive  poflef- 
fion  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  Mhoodajee  Bhonfalah. 
That  it  is  not  impoflible  to  obtain  it,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  great  acquilition,  cannot  be  denied.  But  the 
a6t,  it  is  fuppoled,  mufl  be  the  Mahrattahs.  Query, 
would  not  the  repoffeffing  him  of  that  part  of  his  do- 
minions, refradtorily  held  by  his  difaffedted  Zemindar, 
Nizam  Shaw,  be  a  ready  means  of  accomplifhing  this 
point  ? 

on 
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on  the  coaft  of  Coromand.  1  to  the  Bengal 

a 

provmces;  and  would,  it  is  probable,  have 
eafily  been  induced  to  relinquifh  the  an- 
nual tribute,  which  is  paid  to  him  by  the 
Company,  of  five  lacks  of  rupees;  and, 
what  would  have  been  of  equal  impor- 
tance, perhaps,  prevailed  on  his  brother, 
Bazalet-Juiig,  Nabob  of  Adoni,  to  have 
immediately  made  over  to  the  Company 
the  Guntoor  Circar ; — a  country  which  is 
theirs  by  phirmaund,  but  in  his  pofleffion 
by  agreement ;  and  only  reverts  to  them 
at  his  death,  or  on  his  infringement  of  a 
certain  article  of  the  treaty  above  men- 
tioned *. 

Prefent  advantages  even  out  of  the 
queftion,  an  eye  to  future  htcty  fliould 
ever  actuate  the  Englifli  in  their  political 
tranfadions  ;  and  the  neceffity  of  fuch 
precaution  will  be  too  evident,  fliould  the 
Soubahdar  of  the  Decan,  at  any  future  pe- 
riod,  think   proper  to  infift  either  upon  a 

*  Bazalet-Jung  is  fince  de  .d. 

com- 
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compliance  with  the  treaty  of  1768,  or, 
in  cafe  of  a  fecond  vefulal,  deem  it  of 
Utility  to  his  impoverifhed  treafury,  to 
punifh  them  for  a  breach  of  an  agreement 
folemnly  ratified  in  the  name  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation  *, 

An  idea  of  this  nature  is  not  built  upon 
fpeculative  apprehenfion ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  hath  its  foundation  in  the  univerfal 
principle  of  things.  The  national  faith 
was  pledged  in  confequence  of  fome  con- 
iiderable  conceliions  from  the  Soubahdar  ; 
that    faith,   therefore,    being  broken,    and 

*  The  SoubahJar  of  the  Decan,  on  thefe  very 
grounds,  as  he  has  pubhcly  acknowledged  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  governments  in  India,  fet  on  foot  that  formidable 
combination  in  17S0,  which,  by  including  Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn  and  the  Mahrattahs,  threatened  the  very 
exigence  of  Britifii  influence  and  rule  in  Hindoftan. 
The  happy  refult  of  able  negociations,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  General  of  Bengal,  alone  warded  off 
the  blow.  Had  not  Mhoodajee  Bhonfalah,  and  Nizam- 
Ally-Cawn,  been  drawn  from  the  confederacy,  in- 
evitable deftru<rtion  mull  haveenfued.  Hyder  and  the 
Mahrattahs  performed  their  parts ;  and  in  what  man- 
ner, is  too  well  known.   The  others  remained  neuter. 

the 
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the  Northern  Circars  benig  open  to  an  In- 
vafion,  a  fudden  devaftation  might  fpread 
itfelf  through  thofe  provinces  before  even 
a  foldler  could  be  pofted  to  withiliand  its 
progrefs.  A  moment's  reflection,  how- 
ever, on  the  pall:  tranfacftions  of  the  Decan, 
will  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  point  of 
view. 

When  Colonel  Caillaud  took  polTeffioa 
of  the  Northern  Circars  in  1766,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  phirmaund  granted  the 
year  preceding  by  the  Mogul,  the  jealouly 
and  refentment  of  Nizam- Ally-Cawu  were 
raifed  to  the  utmoft  pitch  of  extravagance. 
Other  concurrent  and  powerful  caufes, 
however,  led  him  to  a  condudl,  which,  at 
firft,  threatened  only  the  Circars. 

The  political  enmity,  which  had  fub- 
lifled  between  Salabit-Jung  and  the  Nabob 
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn  ftill  exited  be- 
the  two  Durbars ;  and  this  was  farther 
increaled  by  the  Nabob's  fuppufed  nego- 
ciations  and  endeavours  to  depofe  Nizam- 
Ally- 
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Ally-Cawn,  and   acquire   for   hlmislf  the 
government  of  the  Decan. 

It  was  this  jealoufy  and  refentment  of 
the  Soubahdar  againfl  the  Company  for 
taking  pofleliion  of  the  Circars,  and 
again  ft  the  Nabob  for  endeavouring  to 
diveft  him  of  his  government,  and  to  feat 
himfelf  on  tlie  mufnud,  which  fuggefted 
to  Hyder-x'\lIy-Cawn  the  idea  of  an  union 
with  the  Soubahdar  for  a  double  attack  on 
the  Circars  in  the  North,  and  on  the 
Trichinopoly  country  in  the  South  *. 

A  treaty  was  accordingly  fet  on  foot, 
and  negociated  between  the  Soubahdar  and 
Hyder-Ally,  by  the  Nabob's  own  brother, 
Mauphnz-Cawn,  who,  in  difguft,  had  fled 
from  his  brochtrr's  to  the  Soubahdar's 
court.  An  ofFenfive  alliance  was  foon 
after  concluded  between  the  contradling 
parties  againft  the  Englifti  and  the  Carna- 
tic ;  and,   to   retaliate  the  fuppofed  injury 

*  This  was  in  1767. 

offered 
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offered  to  the  Soubahdar  by  the  Nabob,  a 
funnud  was  granted  by  the  Soubahdar  to 
Hyder-Ally  for  the  government  of  the 
Carnatic  Payen  Ghaut. 

In  confequence  of  this  alliance,  the 
Soubahdar  prepared  for  a6lion ;  and  Hyder- 
Ally  affembhng  his  forces  at  Coimbatoor, 
threatened  the  Trichinopoly  country  ; 
when  an  army  of  Mahrattahs  entering  the 
Seera  province,  obliged  him,  for  that  time, 
to  abandon  the  enterprife,  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  them.  Affairs  were  in  this  fituation, 
when  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  with  the  Soubahdar, 
which  ended  in  the  above-mentioned  treaty 
of  Augufl  1768. 

What  may  be  expe6led,  therefore,  in 
future,  from  a  power  fo  formidable,  in 
fome  refpeds,  as  Nizam-Ally-Cawn,  it 
is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.  If  not  a 
fecret  enemy,  he  is  certainly  a  precarious 
friend  to  the  Englifli ;   nor  is   there  mure 

than, 
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than  one  way  of  binding  him  jfteadily  to 
them,  and  that  is  by  fulfilhiig  the  agree- 
ments they  have  entered  into  with  him, 
and  thereby  keeping  a  body  of  Europeans 
in  the  Decan,  in  the  manner  pra6lifed  by 
the  French  during  the  governments  of  his 
immediate  predeceflbrs  *. 

*  An  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment General  ot  Bengal,  to  carry  a  plan  of  this  nature 
into  execution  in  1782.  That  they  did  not  fucceed,  was 
owing  to  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  which  appeared  among 
their  troops,  who  refufed  to  march  out  of  their  own 
provinces  of  Bengal ;  fo  tired  were  they  of  foreign  fer- 
vice,  arifmg  chiefly  from  the  apprehenfions  they  enter- 
tained on  the  fcore  of  their  families  ;  to  prevent  which, 
wetruft  wefliall  be  pardoned,  in  fuppofnig  no  effectual 
irseafures  had  been  timely  taken.  Indeed  the  conduct 
of  the  corps  firR  detached  under  Colonels  Lellie  and 
Goddard,  ftrongly  demonftrates  that  the  fubfequent 
repugnance  of  the  troops  to  foreign  fervice,  could  arife 
only  from  the  confideration  we  have  fuggefled.  For 
did  they  either  decline  the  expedition,  or  defert  it  ? 
No;  they  were  then  ignorant  of  the  grievous  confe- 
quences  which  vvere  to  refult  in  their  abfence  to  their 
unprote6led  families.  But  the  Sepoys  who  remained 
at  home  being  conftant  eye-witnefles  of  them,  reafon- 
ably  concluded,  when  called  upon  themfelves  to  go 
abroad,  that  in  the  event  of  their  compliance,  their 
own  wives  and  children  would  be  involved  in  the  fame 
4  diftrefs. 
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diflrefs.  This  natural  averCon  to  foreign  or  diflant 
fervice,  was  alfo  confiderably  heightened  by  the  reports 
of  deferters  from  the  troops  employed  in  the  Carnatic, 
who  reprefented,  with  exaggeration,  the  hardfhips  ex-« 
perienced  in  that  fcene  of  a6lion. 


BOOK 
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BOOK      VIL 


Contiguous  to  the  Decan  lies 

the  Soubahdary  of  the  Carnatlc  Payen 
Ghaut.  The  Governors  of  this  domain, 
during  the  profperity  of  the  Mogul  em- 
pire, were  nominated  by  the  Soubahdars 
of  the  Decan  ;  nor  was  it  ui.til  [he  year 
1765,  that  in  the  perfLsii  of  the  prefent 
Nabob  Mohammed- Ally -Cawn,  it  was 
declared,  by  royal  phlioi.iund,  indepen- 
dent of  the  Decan,  out  dependent  upon 
the  empire. 

The  contentions  which  took  place,  re- 
lative to  the  dominion  of  this  rich  terri- 
tory, have,  in  the  former  part  of  this 
work,  been  treated  of  at  full  length.  It 
will  be  fufficient,  therefore,  in  this  place, 
juil  to  ilatc,  that  by  the  death  of  Chunda- 
Saheb,   and  the  extindion  of  the  Fiench 

power. 
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power,  in  the  rcdu£llon  of  Pondicherry, 
in  I  76 1,  the  Nabob,  Mohammed  -  Ally, 
found  himfelf  quietly  feated  on  the  muf« 
nud  of  the  Carnatic ;  and  that  confequently 
he,  and  his  allies  the  Englifh,  had  nothing 
to  divert  their  attention  from  the  much- 
wanted  domeftic  regulation  of  their  affairs, 
faving  fome  troubles  excited  by  a  rebel  in 
the  province  of  Madura,  called  Ufoph- 
Cawn,  and  by  the  refradlorinefs  of  fome 
of  the  feudatories  of  the  Carnatic,  who, 
in  the  end,  were  all  reduced  to  a  proper 
fenfe  of  obedience. 

The  gratitude  of  the  Nabob,  Moham- 
med-Ally-Cawn,  for  the  eflential  fervices 
thus  rendered  to  him  by  the  Engliih, 
knew  no  bounds.  He  conferred  on  them 
innumerable  favours,  and  founded  forth 
their  kindnefs  to  the  different  powers  of 
Hindoftan.  He  defrayed  mofl  of  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  national  wars  that  were  car- 
ried on  with  France,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
principal  in  every  quarrel.  His  treafures 
went  for  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry,  and  for 

S  the 
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the  defence  of  Madras.  Nor  was  this  all : 
he  voluntarily  engaged  himfelf  to  main- 
tain, at  his  own  ex  pence,  a  confide  r  able 
number  of  Sepoy  troops,  officered  and  dif- 
ciplined  by  the  Englifh  ;  and  ultimately 
conferred  on  them  a  jaghire  round  their 
fettlement  of  Madras,  which  he  annually 
rented  for  a  conliderable  fum  of  money. 

Mutual  obligations  of  this  nature  fpee- 
dlly  cemented  a  connexion  of  neceffity 
into  one  of  friendfhip  and  afFedion.  The 
Nabob  has  ever  acknowledged  himfelf  in- 
debted to  the  Englifli  for  the  unmolefted 
government  of  his  country;  and  they  as 
readily  have  acknowledged  the  great  bene- 
-fits  which  they  have  derived  from  him. 
From  their  firft  alliance,  their  interefts 
have  been  infeparable:  hand  in  hand,  they 
ftemmed  the  torrent  of  adverfity,  and,  in 
like  manner,  became  victorious  over  their 
refpe6tive  enemies. 

When  this  is  known,  therefore,    and 
when  the  Company's  records  for  the  fpace 

Qf 


ANALYSIS    OF    INDIA.  259 

bf  upwards  of  thirty  years  can  fliew,  that 
the  Directors,  though  differing  in  political 
principles  themfelvcs,  have  uniformly 
thanked  him  for  his  invariable  attachment 
to  their  interefts ;  w^hen  this,  I  fay,  is 
known,  how  flrange  will  it  appear  to  the 
unprejudiced  part  of  the  world,  that  the 
agents  of  the  Company  in  the  Eafl  Indies 
Ihould,  in  regular  fucceffion,  have  deemed 
it  of  importance  to  their  affairs  to  load  this 
favourite  ally  of  their  mafters,  nay,  even 
of  their  foverelgn,  with  what  mull:  be 
termed,  however  reluctantly,  oppreffion 
and  difgrace  ! 

In  judging  of  the  friendfhip  with  vdiich 
the  Crown  of  England  and  the  Company 
have  regarded  the  Nabob,  two  unerring 
guides  appear  to  have  invariably  adluated 
him  towards  them  :  the  firfl,  a  warm  rCf^ 
membrance  of  the  intereft  which  they 
had  taken,  from  the  beginning,  in  his 
profperity  and  happinefs  :  the  fecond,  the 
approbation  of  his  own  heart,  which  al- 
ways empowered  him  to  declare,  that  in 
S  2  AO 
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no   one  inftaiice,   from  the  day   of  their 
beginning  the  journey  of  friendfhip  toge- 
ther, had  he  ever  once  deviated  from  the 
patli  of  fteady  attachment  to  their  interefts, 
and  of  warm  affedtion  to  the  whole  Eng- 
lifli  nation.     As  a   man,   moved   by    his 
own,  and   by  the   paffioiis  of  others,   he 
certainly  muft  have  been  wounded  by  the 
cruel  treatment  of  the  Company's  repre- 
fentatives ;  but,   as  a  prince,   placing  his 
dependence  upon  their  faith,  and  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  Englifh  alliance,   he  never 
for  a  moment  feems  to  have  allowed  him- 
felf  to  harbour  the  fmalleft  degree  of  dif- 
trufl,    or  to  fwerve  even  in  idea  from  the 
refolution    he   early    adopted   of  rifing   or 
falling   with    their    power  in  Hindoftan. 
*'  After  the  long  feries  of  mixed  fortune 
"  which  we  had  undergone  together,"  fays 
he,  in  a  letter  to  a  great  perfonage,    "  a 
"  profpe£l  opened   to  me   at  length   that 
"  filled  my  foul  with  the  gladnefs  of  hope, 
**  and  which  of  itfelf  was  fufficient  to  bind 
*-'  my  attachment  unalterably,  and  for  ever, 
"  to  the  Englifh.     I    faw   not   only  my 

"  fons 
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"  fons  arrive  at  maturity,  but  even  their 
*'  children  promiiing  farther  hopes.  When 
"  you  underftaiid,  therefore,  the  regulation 
**  of  my  country,  and  of  my  religion,  you 
"  will  feel,  in  your  generous  bofom,  the 
**  injuftice  with  which  I  have  been  treated 
"  by  fome  of  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
"  pany." 

In  entering  thus  diffufively  into  the 
character  and  connection  of  the  Nabob 
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn  with  the  Englifh 
nation,  it  is  hoped  that  we  fhall  appear  as 
imbiafTed  in  our  judgement,  as  the  nature 
of  the  circumftances  we  fhall  treat  of  will 
admit.  We  muft  confefs,  indeed,  that 
the 'mind  is  often  led  to  inveftigate  occur- 
rences with  fome  degree  of  prejudice,  when 
an  object  held  to  be  deferving  is  fcen  to 
labour  under  a  load  of  unmerited  oppref- 
fion ;  and  in  no  one  inftance  could  an 
influence  of  that  nature  more  powerfully 
operate,  than  in  that  which  is  now  the 
fubje(£t  of  our  conlideration  ;  yet  it  is  our 
hope,  as  it  is  our  defign,  to  avoid  every 
S  3  kind 
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kind  of  partiality.  Candour  will  require 
of  us  a  dnd:  adherence  to  truth  ;  and 
from  her  path  we  ha\#e  no  defire  to  deviate. 

The  uniform  tenour  of  a  long  life,   ii> 
order  to  eflablifti  a  convidlion  of  his  invar 
liable  attachment  to  the  Englifh  nation  ; 
the  expenditure  of  the  treafures  left  him 
by  his  father,  of  his  own  ample  revenues, 
and  of  all  that  he  hath  been  able  to  bor- 
row in  his   dominions,    fhould,    at  leaflr, 
have  been  fufficient  to  prove  the  lincerity 
of  his  intentions  ;  but  the  infatiable  crav- 
ings of  rapacity  are  never  to  be  fatisfied ; 
caufes  have  regularly  been  found  to  difturb 
him  in  the  few  years  repofe  that  his  natu- 
ral enemie;s  have  left  him ;  and  thefe,  we 
are  forry  to  believe,  on  grounds  no  better 
founded   than  the  certainty,  that,    rather 
^han  fpin  out  a  whole  exiftence  of  anxiety, 
or  run  the  rifque  of  mifreprefentation  to 
the  nation  of  England,  he  would  purchafe 
SL  compromife  on   any   conditions    which 
his  oppreflbrs  might  deem  it  convenient 
to  prefcribe. 

Th^, 
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The  operation  of  effedls  of  this  nature, 
confined  not  merely  to  himfelf,  but  fpread* 
ing  throughout  his  dominions,  has  been 
the  means  of  leffeniug  his  influence  and 
authority,  and  efFe£lually  of  putting  it 
out  of  his  power  to  be  that  friend  to  the 
Englifh  which  he  otherwife  would  be, 
fhould  any  unforefeen  event  make  the  re- 
fources  of  the  Carnatic  immediately  necef- 
fary  *• 

The  peace  of  the  Carnatic,  and  the 
union  of  all  its  parts  under  one  head,  are 
unqueftionably  obje£ls  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance; and,  therefore,  the  more  flou- 
rifhing  the  Nabob's  finances,  and  the 
greater  the  force  he  can  command,    the 


*  How  fully  this  predi(£lion  has  been  verified,  has 
been  unhappily  too  evident,  in  the  laft  invailon  of  the 
Carnatic  by  Hyder-Ally-Cawn  *,  and  in  the  footing 
acquired  at  one  time  by  the  French  at  Cuddalore.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  great  and  almof}  incredible  exertions 
of  the  Government  General  of  Bengal,  Mohammed- 
yVlly  and  the  Englifh  muft  have  been  driven  fronj  th^ 
Carnatic*    Madras  mufl  have  fallen* 

S  4  more 
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more  certain  muft  be  the  advantages  of  his 
aUies,  When  the  EngUfti  Company  efta- 
bliflied  themfelves  in  Afia,  it  was  by 
friendfhip  and  by  favour.  It  is  but  of 
late  years  that  the  Imperial  phirmaunds, 
and  funnuds  of  the  Soubahdars,  have  given 
a  fan6lion  to  their  conquefls,  and  eftabUfli- 
ed  legal  rights  to  countries  taken  from 
others  by  the  fword.  Formerly  their 
dependence  was  on  the  Prince  of  the 
country ;  they  courted  his  friendfliip, 
honoured  his  perfon,  and  refpe^led  his 
power.  How  changed  and  altered  are 
they  now  !  Yet,  however  powerful,  the 
mofl  effectual  means  of  fecurlng  a  lafting 
and  permanent  intereft  in  India,  are  gen- 
tlenefs  and  lenity  to  the  natives ;  an  en- 
deavour to  gain  their  hearts  by  affabiUty, 
and  cement  their  favour  by  moderation ; 
to  fhew  the  flrideft  regard  to  juftice  in  all 
their  dealings  ;  to  make  all  ranks  of  men, 
under  their  rcfpeclive  governments,  feel 
the  happy  influence  of  the  Britifli  confli- 
tution  ;  to  fliew  the  greateft  fidelity  in  all 
their  treaties  with  the  Princes  of  the  coun- 
try ;  to  gain  their  confidence  by  attention 

to 
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to  their  iiiterefts ;  and  to  make  their  par- 
tiality and  fiiendfhip  to  thofe  who  have 
been  faithful  allies  to  the  Company  and  to 
the  nation,  fo  marked  and  evident,  that 
they  fhall  not  only  feel  the  happy  infla- 
ence  themfelves,  but  that  all  the  Princes 
of  Hindoflan  fhall  be  witnefl'es  of  fo  admi- 
rable a  condu£l:.  How  fir  thele  principles 
have  operated  with  the  Company  and  their 
agents  will  appear  more  plainly  in  the 
fequel. 

We  mufl:  however  confefs,  that  the 
Prefidency  of  Madras  hath  oft^rn  found  it- 
felf  involved  in  almoft  inextricable  difficul- 
ties ;  difficulties  ariling  not  from  mifeon- 
dudl  in  the  members  of  its  adminiftration, 
but  from  circumftances  coeval  with  the 
Englilh  connexion  with  the  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic. 

The  tract  of  country  which  this  nation 
hath  agreed  to  defend  for  the  Nabob  in 
the  Carnatic,  extends  upwards  of  one  thou- 
land  miles  from  North  to  South;  nor  nave 

they 
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they  any  means  of  fupporting  the  troops 
which  are  neceflary  for  its  defence,  but 
thofe  very  revenues,  which  would  fail  the 
moment  au  enemy  entered  the  Payen-f 
Ghaut, 

Put  that  which  is  flill  of  a  greater  de- 
gree   of   importance,   is,   the    Company's 
having    heretofore    depended    entirely    on 
the  Nabob's  amicable  difpofition  towards 
them  ;  never  deeming  it  of  confequence  to 
iiegociate  a  treaty  with  him,  or  to  draw  a 
precife  line  relative  to  the  condud  of  their 
fervants,   as  it  might  be  conncded  with 
the  Government  of  the  Carnatic.      From 
which  evils,  the  Government  of  Madras 
have  always  been  at  the  mercy  of  the  Na- 
bob ;  and  have  been  reduced,   when  their 
refources  failed,  to  one  of  thefe  two  alter- 
natives,  either  the  making  of  peace    on 
any  terms  they  could  procure,   for  want 
of  means  to  carry  on  the  war  (as  was  the 
cafe  in  the  war  with  Hyder-Ally-Cawn  *) 

*  fhe  war  of  1 767, 
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or  of  purfuing  whatever  meafures  the  Na- 
bob might  deem  it  neceffary  to  dictate. 
Thefe  are  imperfedions  in  a  poUtical  fyf- 
tem  that  (hould  be  remedied ;  the  mode 
is  eafy,  and  fhall  be  poinded  out  here- 
after. 

Freed  from  all  the    difturbers   of  his 
domeftic  quiet  on  the  fall  of  Madura,  and 
the  death  of  Ufoph-Cawn,  the  Nabob  of 
the  Carnatic  fat  ferioufly  to  work  on  the 
great  bufinefs  of  reformation  in  his  domi- 
nions.     The  ravages   of  war  had  nearly 
extinguiflied   every   ipark  of  induflry  in 
his  fubjjeds.     The  villages,  that  in  former 
days  were  crouded  with  inhabitants,   were 
now   almoft  depopulated  ;    the  lands  lay 
wafte,  and  all  was  hurrying  to  deftrudlion. 
Time  alone,  however,   could  operate  with 
efFe£l  on  calamities  fo  rooted  ;    that  which 
was  in  the  power  of  a  munificent  Prince, 
was  quickly  applied  to  the  dlfeafes  of  the 
ftate.      Humanity  prompted  him  to  relieve 
the  diftreffes   of  his  people ;  nor  was  he 
fparing  of  the  utmofl  encouragement  to 
[  thofe 
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thofe  mlferable  fugitives  to  return,  who, 
to  avoid  deftruftion,  bad  fled  from  the 
places  of  their  nativity  to  lefs  hoftile 
countries.  Exertions  of  this  nature  never 
fall  of  meeting  with  fuccefs.  Crowds  of 
his  fubje<5ls  daily  flocked  to  their  deferted 
homes  ;  induftry  once  more  began  to  raife 
her  head  in  his  dominions,  and  agriculture 
to  flourifli  ;  but  the  refpite  from  war  was 
to  be  of  fhort  duration. 

In  fearching  into  the  caufes  of  the 
many  revolutions  which  have  happened 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  but  more  ef- 
pecially  in  the  Carnatic,  a  perfon,  unac- 
quainted with  the  authentic  hlftory  of 
thofe  parts,  would  naturally  conclude, 
that  the  Nabob,  Mohammed- AUy-Cawn, 
from  his  flrfl  acceffion  to  the  mufnud, 
had  uniformly  been  actuated  by  a  fpirit 
of  rcfllefs  ambition  and  enterprlze  ;  that 
he  alone  had  been  the  fpring  of  a<5lion  in 
all  political  contefts,  and  that  to  him 
a'o:ie  was  to  be  attributed  all  the  diftur- 
bances  that  for  a  feries  of  years  unhappily 
4  vifited 
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vlfited  thof.-  countries  :  nor  is  it  poiTible 
for  a  candid  nnind  to  form  a  different  con- 
clufion,  while  truth  lies  buried  under  a 
heap  of  mifreprefentation  :  be  it  our  pre- 
fent  talk  to  clear  it  from  the  falfehood 
with  which  it  is  encumbered. 

The  Prelidency  of  Madras,  from  whom 
all  knowledge  of  the  tranfa6lions  of  that 
fide  of  India  hath  been  derived,  have  hi- 
therto polTefled  not  only  the  deliberative, 
but  alfo  the  executive  power  both  of  the 
Nabob's  government  and  of  their  own. 
In  matters  of  moment,  every  thing  hath 
either  originated  with  them,  or  hath  been 
executed  with  their  concurrence.  The 
Nabob  never  aflumed  an  independency,  or 
a  feparation  of  interefls ;  his  arms  and 
treafure  were  employed  as  they  deemed 
moft  advantageous  to  the  common  caufe. 
In  the  repref.-ntation  of  political  events, 
therefore,  the  Prcfidency  of  Madras  have 
always  kept  the  channel  open  to  them- 
felves.  Where  merit  was  to  be  acquired, 
thev   availed  themfelves  of  the  advantage, 

and 
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And  afciibed  it  to  their  own  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  where  pnnifliment  was  to  be  dread- 
ed, they  fhifted  the  blame,  and  fixed  the 
opprobrium  on  the  Nabob. 

For  upwards  of  thirty  years  did  this 
Prince  refrain  from  writing  dire6lly  to 
the  King^  or  to  the  Company.  His  let- 
ters were  conftantly  tranfmitted  through 
the  Prefidency  of  Madras,  and  went  open 
for  their  perufal.  When  this,  therefore, 
is  known,  and  that  the  governors  them* 
felves  in  general  didlated  thofe  letters ; 
when  it  comes  to  be  confidered,  that  for 
the  fatisfa6lion  of  the  immediate  power  on 
the  fpot,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own 
peace  of  mind,  as  well  as  from  an  unac* 
quaintance  that  there  exifted  a  fuperior 
authority  in  England  to  that  of  the  Com- 
pany or  their  delegates ;  w€  fay,  when 
thefe  things  come  to  be  confidered,  the 
odium,  which  has  unmeritedly  been  cafl 
upon  the  Nabob,  will  revert  upon  the 
heads  of  thofe  who,   to  fcreen  themfelves, 

have 
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have  Injurioufly    attempted    to    reprobate 
the  chara61:er  of  another. 

One  poflulate  here,  it  may  not  be  un- 
neceffary  to  lay  down ;  which  is,  that  the 
entanglements  of  Indian  politics  arc  great, 
becaufe  in  general  they  are  temporary,  and 
rarely  have  a  permanent  object  in  view ; 
but  then  they  are  natural,  becaufe  they 
are  dictated  by  the  prefent  neceffity  of 
thofe  who  govern,  and  are,  perhaps,  more 
obvious  on  that  account  than  the  politics 
of  Europe,  where  the  fecret  interefts  of 
individuals,  and  the  influence  of  party, 
have  often  a  very  large  fhare  in  the  tranf^ 
adions  of  the  ftate. 

The  feudal  fyftem,  which  cxifled  in  its 
full  vigour  during  the  profperity  of  the 
Mogul  empire,  ftill  prevails  in  the  diffe- 
rent governments  of  Hindoftan.  The 
Soubahdars,  whatever  inattention  they  may 
pay  to  it,  flill  acknowledge  themfelves  the 
vaffals  of  the  crown  ;  the  Nabobs  promife 
cbsdience  to  the  Soubahdars ;  and  the  Ra* 

jahs 
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jahs  and  Zemindars,  who  are  the  Hindoo 
orders  of  chieftains,  are  bound  to  the  ful- 
fillance  of  every  obligation,  as  feudato- 
ries to  the  Mohammedan  Priaces,  In  their 
feveral  provinces. 

Of  this  latter  clafs  is  the  Rajah,  im- 
properly filled  the  King  of  Tanjore:  his 
country  is  the  largeft  and  mofl  valuable 
of  any  poflefled  by  the  Zemindars  in  the 
Carnatic  dominions ;  being  bounded  by  the 
fea,   and  bordering  upon  the  French  and 

■V, 

Dutch  territories,  is  fo  fituated  as  to  be  of' 
iiifinlte  importance  to  that  country. 

The  unprecedented  and  unjuftifiable  con- 
dutft  of  the  EnglKh  Company  towards  the 
Nabob,  with  refped  to  this  diftrid,  has 
been  amply  fet  forth  in  a  variety  of  trads. 
Suffice  it  here,  that  the  Nabob  Moham- 
med-A  Uy-Cawn,  after  punifliing  the  late 
Zemindar,  Pretaub-Slng,  for  contumacy, 
and  other  more  ferious  offences,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  him  in  1762, 
which  -agreement  was  guaranteed  to  both 

parties 
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parties  by  the  Englifh  ;  that  this  agree- 
ment was,  in  ahnoft  every  article,  daringly 
and  infultingly  infringed  by  his  fon  and 
fucceflbr  Tuljajle ;  infomuch,  that  the 
Prefidency  of  Madras,  at  the  repeated  foli* 
citations  of  Sir  John  Lindfay,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain's  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
powers  of  India,  and  in  juftlce  to  the 
Nabob's  rights,  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  defend,  fent  an  army  againft  him^ 
under  the  command  of  General  Smith,  iri 
1771  ;  when,  in  conlideratlon  of  his  fub- 
miffions,  the  Nabob  once  more  took  him 
into  favour,  and  forgave  him  :  that  reite- 
rated provocation,  non-performance  of 
engagements,  and  actual  combination  with 
the  enemies  of  the  Carnatic,  at  length 
compelled  the  Nabob  to  deprive  him  of  i 
country  which  he  fo  unworthily  poffefled  5 
a  deprivation  effeded  with  the  concurrence 
of  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland,  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Commander  in  Chief  and  Plenlpo* 
tentiary  in  India,  and  of  the  Company's 
reprefentatives  at  Madras :  that  the  Com- 
pany, in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  the 
T  law 


i74  ANALYSIS    OF    INDIA. 

law  of  nations,  or  even  of  common  jufticc, 
ordered  peremptorily  the  refloration  of  tlie 
Rajah ;  and  that  the  Nabob,  as  the  true 
friend  of  the  Englifh  nation,  allowed  them 
to  take  poffeffion  of  the  country  (flill  re- 
serving his  claim  of  right  to  it)  without 
the  fmallefl  oppofition  whatfoever;  con- 
fiding in  the  faith  and  honour  of  the 
people  and  gevernment  of  England  to  re- 
verfe  a  decifion,  which  every  impartial 
man  cannot  but  look  upon  as  unjuftifiablc 
and  injurious  *• 

In  the  idea,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
finifh  this  obje£l,   in  the"  briefeft  manner 

*  It  is  ardently  to  be  wiflied,  that  the  manifold 
grievances  of  this  much-injured  old  Prince  were  feri- 
oufly  inquired  into.  His  fufFerings,  and  the  example 
they  exhibit  of  Englifh  gratitude  and  faith,  are  fhock- 
ing  even  to  the  enemies  of  the  Carnatic.  Not  a  Dur- 
bar, but  looks  with  horror  at  the  treatment  he  has 
met  with.  Hyder-Ally-Cawn  could  even  inform  the 
Englifh  General,  then  in  the  field  againft  him,  that 
peace  with  the  Englifh  was  indifferent  to  him,  their 
condu6t  to  Mohammed-Ally  being  too  glaring  a  proof, 
that  they  were  not  to  be  confided  in. 

pof- 
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poflible,  we  have  avoided  touching  upon 
fome  other  tranfadions,  which,  in  due 
order  of  time,  fhould  have  appeared  be- 
fore the  bulinefs  of  Tanjore  was  brought 
before  the  reader.  To  return,  therefore,  to 
the  more  extenfive  operations  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  and  of  the  Nabob. 

In  recounting  the  acquifitions  of  the 
Englilh  in  1765,  by  royal  phirmaund 
from  the  Mogul,  we  have  noticed  the  five 
Northern  Circars  on  the  coaft  of  Core- 
mandei  ;  a  territory  that  had  for  fomc 
time  become  an  object  of  their  attention, 
and  for  the  r^nt  of  which  they  had  nego- 
ciated  unfuccefsfully  with  the  foubahdar 
of  the  Decan, 

Previous,  however,  to  their  getting 
poffefTion  of  the  Circars,  overtures  of  great 
moment  had  been  made  by  fome  of  the 
mofl  powerful  chiefs  of  the  Decan  to  Mo- 
hammed-Ally-Cawn,  which  had  nothing 
lefs  in  view  than  the  placing  him  on  the 
mufnud  of  that  dominion  in  the  room  of 
T  2  Nizara- 
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Nizam- Ally-Cawn,  whofe  oppreffive  aiid 
tyrannical  government  they  Teemed  deter- 
mined to  (hake  off  *. 

A  propofal  of  this  nature,  and  coming 
from  an  authority  efficient  to  its  execution, 
aroufed  the  ambition  of  the  Nabob.  The 
fubjecls  of  an  extenilve  kingdom,  bordering 
upon  his  own,  voluntarily  inviting  him  to 
be  their  fovereign,  was  a  matter  not  un- 
worthy of  confideration ;  nor  was  there 
apparently  any  weighty  objedion  to  an 
acquiefcence. 

In  forming  a  judgement  of  the  general 
occurrences  of  human  affairs,  the  furefl, 
and,  indeed,  the  only,  rational  mode  of 
trial,  is  by  a  comparative  review  of  cir- 
cumftances  limilar  as  poffible.  Upon  this 
principle,   therefore,  to  judge  of  the  Na- 

*  The  father  of  Moliammed-AH-Cawn  had,  pre- 
vious to  his  acceflion  to  the  mufnud  of  the  Carnatic, 
ruled  over  a  principal  part  of  the  Decan.  He  was 
Nabob  of  Hydrabad  during  the  foubahfhip  of  Niisara- 
Ul-Mulck. 

bob, 
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bob,  will  only  be  to  render  him  that  juf- 
tke  which  he  deferves.  No  Prince, 
however  fituated  in  his  government,  but 
poffeffes,  ill  fome  degree,  the  principles 
of  ambition.  Even  in  limited  monarchies 
fovereigns  are  ever  grafping  at  an  exteii- 
iion  of  their  authority  ;  in  abfolute  ones, 
the  aonals  of  mankind  are  too  full  of  the 
extravagance  of  their  career. 

Appointed  to  dominion,  and  accounta- 
ble to  no  authority  whatever,  excepting 
that  of  the  Mogul,  for  the  conduct  he 
might  purfue,  the  Nabob  yet  hefitated  on 
the  part  it  was  moft  advifeable  for  him  to 
take.  A  long  and  bloody  w^ar  had  defo- 
lated  his  country,  and  anticipated  his  re- 
venues. A  load  of  heavy  debts  was  daily 
accumulating  on  his  head ;  and  the  mere 
pofleffion  of  the  almoft-depopulated  Car- 
natic  was  all  that  he  had  left  to  e^ytrjcate 
him  from  his  difficulties. 

Under  circumflances    like    thefe,    and 

when  he  at  the  fame  time  faw  his  friends 

T  3  the 
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the  Englifh,  with  little  fcruple,   attempt- 
ing every  thing  for  their  own  advantage  ; 
filling    their  treafury   with  the   riches  of 
Bengal,  and  difmembering  a  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  Decan  ;  we  fay,  when  the 
Nabob  faw  this,  it  was  no  mighty  ftride 
of  ambition  to   liften  to   a  propolal   that 
was  voluntarily  made  him  by  a  powerful 
people.  To  (hew,  however,  that  his  views 
were   infeparably  connected  with  the  iu- 
terefts    of  the   Englifh,    he   immediately 
made  known  to  them  the  offers  he  had 
received,  ,and  confulted  with  them  on  the 
meafures  he  fhould  adopt. 

Exhauded  by  continual  exertions  in 
the  field,  and  at  length  wifely  determined 
to  confine  themfelves  to  the  improvement 
of  the  territories  they  had  already  acquired, 
the  Company  had  pofitively  commanded 
their  fervants  to  refrain  from  all  diflant 
operations.  The  limits  of  their  own  do- 
main, as  well  as  that  of  the  Nabob,  they 
deemed  fufficient.  India  was  in  peace, 
^nd  they  wiihed  to  keep  it  fo. 

I  By 
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By  orders  fuch  as  thefe,  the  Prefidency 
of  Madras  was  neceffarily  compelled  to 
diffuade  the  Nabob  from  an  acceptance  of 
the  offer.  The  obje£l,  indeed,  was  tempt- 
ing, but  the  friendfhip  of  the  Engllfli  was 
flill  dearer  to  him.  He,  therefore,  cheer- 
fully complied  with  the  counfel,  and  mofl 
unambitioufly  declined  the  propofals  of  the 
Decan, 

When  circumflances  like  thefe  are  can- 
didly and  impartially  related,  how  differ- 
ently do  they  ftrike  us  from  thofe  which 
are  exaggeratedly  held  forth  by  defigning 
men,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  their  own 
immediate  purpofes.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  this  tranfa£lion,  the  Nabob  has 
been  declared  to  have  been  a£luated  by  the 
mofl  unjufl  and  daring  ambition.  In 
chaftifing  his  tributary  of  Tanjore,  he  has 
met  with  the  like  reproach  ;  and  in  the 
wars  with  Hyder-AUy-Cawn,  the  whole 
demerits  (as  if  the  ruin  was  not  fufficient) 
have  been  laid  on  him. 

T  4  We 
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We  have  already  fliewn  the  confequen- 
ces  which  attended  this  propofal  from  the 
Decan,  and  the  Company's  acquifition  of 
the  Northern  Circars.  Both  caufes  ope- 
rated powerfully  with  Nizam- Ally-Cawn, 
and  drove  him  to  the  alliance  which  he 
afterwards  formed  with  Hyder  -  Ally- 
Cawn  :  the  efFeds  of  this  alliance  have 
been  elfewhere  mentioned  ;  the  Carnatic 
was  invaded,  and  Hyder,  victorious,  dic- 
tated a  peace  at  the  gates  pf  Madras  in 

Having  thus,  in  a  general  manner,  gone 
through  a  narrative  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  Englifh  connexion  with  the  Nabob 
Mohammed- Ally- Cawn,  we  {haU  next 
proceed  to  offer  our  opinion  of  what  is  flill 
wanting  to  complete  the  advantages  of  fo 
important  an  alliance. 

In  the  firft  place,  a  treaty  of  perpetual 
friendfhip  and  alliance  ihould  be  concluded 
with  the  Nabob  Mohammed- Ally*Cawn, 
])y  His   Majefly,    the  Company,  or  the 

Govern- 


ANALYSIS    OF     INpiA.  iSt 

Government  General  of  Bengal,  in  the 
name  of  the  Engllfh  nation  ;  the  ground- 
work of  which  might  be  as  follows  : 

*'  That  agreeably  to  the  definitive  treaty 
"  of  Paris  of  1763,  and  of  the  Imperial 
*^  phlrmaund  of  1 765,  the  Nabob  Mo- 
**  hammed-AUy-Cawn,  and  his  fuccef- 
"  fbrs  for  ever,  fhould  be  guaranteed  in 
*'  the  independent  pofleffion  of  the  Sou- 
^'   bahdary  of  the  Carnatic  Payen-Ghaut. 

"  That  the  Englifh  fliould  not  diredly 
*'  nor  indiredly  interfere  with  the  Nabob 
"  Mohammed- Ally-Cawn  in  the  govern- 
*'  ment,  or  in  the  internal  management, 
^'   of  his  country. 

'*  That  the  forces  of  the  EngUili,  in 
confequence  of  the  aUiance,  ofFenfivc 
and  defenfive,  of  the  contracting  parties, 
fhould  march  on  proper  requilition  to 
any  part  of  the  Nabob's  dominions,  for 
the  purpofes  of  aflifting  him,  either  in 
the  colledion  of  his  revenues,  or  in  the 

"  reducing 
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"  reducing  of  any  of  his  difaffeded  tribu- 
**  taries. 

<'  That  neither  of  the  contra6ling  par- 
*'  ties  fhould  commit  any  acSt  of  hoftiUty 
•'  whatever  againft  any  of  the  neighbour- 
*'  ing  powers,  but  with  the  exprefs  con- 
*'   currence  of  the  other. 

*'  That  no  treaties  (hould  be  concluded, 
*'  or  negociatioDS  be  carried  on,  by  either 
*'  of  the  contracting  parties,  without  an 
*'  immediate  communication  thereof  to 
*'  the  other  party  ;  fo  that  all  their  mea- 
"  fures  might  be  condu<fled  with  unani- 
*'  mity,  and  one  common  intereft  in- 
*'  variably  appear  the  refult  of  all  their 
*'  aClions. 

"  That  In  confequence  of  this  agree- 
**  ment,  and  of  his  invariable  attachment 
"  to  the  Englifh  nation,  the  Nabob  Mo- 
*'  hammed- Ally-Cawn  ftiould  continue 
"  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  Sepoy 
•'  battalions   in   the    Company's   fervice, 

*«  which 
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*'  which  are    at    prefent    carried    to    his 

"  account ;  that  they  fhould  be  continued 

"  under  the  orders  of  the  Engllfh  ^overn- 

*'  ment  ;  and  that  all  contingent  charges 

"  fhould  be  defrayed  by  him  when  they 

"  fhould  be  employed  from  their  refpec- 

*'  tive  garrifons  on  his  fervlce. 


"  That,  as  a  refburce  In  time  of  need, 
the  Nabob  Mohammed- Ally  -  Cawn 
fhould  engage  conftantly  to  keep,  in 
his  treafury  of  Madras,  the  fum  of  tea 
lacks  of  pagodas;  which  fum,  before 
hoflilities  fhould  commence,  fliould  be 
paid  into  the  Engllfh  treafury,  for  the 
purpofe  of  defraying  the  expcnces  of 
the  war,  and  be  by  them  regularly  ac- 
counted for  to  his  highnefs. 


<( 


"  That  the  Engllfh  fhould  engage  not 
**  to  give  fhelter  or  protection  to  any  fub- 
'*  jeCls  or  fervants  of  the  Nabob  Moham- 
'*  med-Ally-Cawn ;  and,  vice  verfa,  that 
**  he  fhould  engage  to  deliver  up,  upon 

"   requi- 
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*'   requifition,  any  fubje£l  of  Great  Britain 
"   who  might  take  refuge  in  the  Carnatic. 

"  That  no  officer,  commanding  in 
*'  field  or  garrifon,  or  any  fubjeft  what- 
"  ever  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  be  allowed 
*'  to  lend  money  to  any  of  the  fubje^ls  of 
*'  the  Carnatic,  at  more  than  the  legal 
*'  intereft  of  twelve  per  cent. 


"  That  no  garrifon  of  Englifh  forces 
'  fhould  be  removed,  or  any  part  of 
'  them  be  detached,  in  the  Carnatic, 
'  without  timely  notice  being  firfl  given 
'  to  the  Nabob  ;  in  order  that  provifions 
'  and  neceflaries  fhould  be  prepared  for 
^  them  on  their  march,  and  extortion  and 
'  complaint  be  confequently  avoided. 

*'  That  the  Nabob  Mohammed- Ally- 
"  Cawii  fhould  confirm  to  the  Englifh 
*'  nation  for  ever  the  grant  of  the  jaghire 
*'  round  Madras,  on  condition  that  it 
*^  never  fhould  be  alienated  by  the  Eng- 

'^  llfli 


ANALYSIS     OF    INDIA.  2*5 

**  llfh  to  any  other  power,  or  rented  to 
"  any  other  perfon  than  the  Naboh  him- 
*'  felf,  he  paying  the  full  eftimated  value 
* '   thereof. 

And  laftly,  "  That  the  Nabob  Mo- 
'  hammed-Ally-Cawn,  his  family  and 
'  fervants,  relident  at  Madras,  fhould 
'  not  be  deemed  amenable  to  the  Engllfh 
'   laws,  but  be  fubjecl  to  the  eftabllfhed 

*  ordinances  of  the  Carnatlc ;  but,  in 
'   order  that  fraud  and  chicanery  fhould 

*  be  prevented,  that  the  Nabob  fliould 
'  engage  to  fee  immediate  and  impar- 
'  tial  jullice  rendered  to  every  fubjecl 
'  of  Great  Britain,  who  ihould  have 
'  trnfa£lions  with  the  people  of  the 
'   Circars." 


In  the  above  fketch  of  a  treaty,  we 
j^ave  endeavoured  to  point  out  all  fuch 
matters  as  appear  to  us  of  confequence  fuf- 
ficient  to  be  included  in  an  amicable  agree- 
ment between  two  parties,  fo  Infeparably 
connedled  as  the  Engllfh  and  the  Nabob 

Moham- 
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Mohammed- Ally -Cawn.  Some  of  the 
articles,  we  are  aware,  are  of  that  com- 
pletion, that  objedions  may  be  ftarted 
agalnll:  them  by  either  party.  They  are 
not,  however,  the  lefs  eligible  on  that 
account  ;  regulations  are  meant  to  provide 
againft  the  poffibility  of  evil.  The  Na- 
bob, it  is  true,  as  well  as  thofe  who  will 
probably  be  his  immediate  fucceiTors  in 
the  government,  are  fuch  as  the  Engllfh 
can  depend  upon.  A  future  age  may  pro- 
duce a  different  race  of  men  *. 


♦  A  treaty  was  concluded  in  April  1781,  between 
the  Nabob  Mohammed-Ally-Cawn,  and  the  Govern- 
ment General  of  Bengal ;  but  the  terms  of  it  were 
difapproved  by  the  Eaft-India  Company.  The  reafons 
for  fuch  difapproval  are  known  only  to  themfelves. 


BOOK 
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BOOK     VIIL 

Bordering  upon  the  Camatlc  Pa- 
yen-Ghaut,  is  the  Carnatic  BalIa>Ghaut, 
or  what  is  in  general  known  by  the  namt 
of  the  Myfore  country.  This  territory, 
richer  than  the  Payen-Ghaut,,  was  for 
many  ages  under  the  government  of  Ra- 
jahs of  the  Gentoo  religion.  Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn,  however,  a  foldier  of  fortune, 
having  depofed  and  murdered  his  fove- 
reign,  rendered  himfelf  abfolute  mailer  of 
it  not  many  years  ago. 

Hyder-AIly-Cawn  w^as  the  fon  of  a 
freedman  of  the  King  of  Myfore,  whofe 
name  was  Futtah-Naigue.  His  mother 
was  of  a  good  family.  He  was  born  at 
Colar.  By  the  time  he  came  of  age,  he 
found  himfelf  in  no  very  elevated  litua- 
tion,  though  his  father  had  been  highly 
favoured  by  his  mailer :   he  therefore  en- 

lifled 


a88  ANAL  ^^  SIS    OF    INDIA. 

lifted  ill  the  fervice  of  one  of  the  two 
Kings  of  My  fore,  who  then  reigned  ;  it 
being  the  cujftom  of  that  country  for  two 
fovercigns  to  fit  on  the  throne  together, 
one  as  the  prince  of  ftate,  the  other  as 
the  executive  magiftrate  of  the  kingdom. 
Hyder  at  this  time  headed  four  or  five  hun- 
dred mercenaries. 

In  1758  he  firft  brought  himfelf  into 
notice  in  an  a6tion  with  the  Mahrattahs. 
He  rapidly  followed  up  his  good  fortune : 
and  what  with  intrigue,  machination,  and 
a  perfevering  depravity,  which  recoiled  at 
nothing,  however  atrocious,  he  quickly 
acquired  a  celebrity  of  name,  that  at  once 
gratified  his  ambition,  and  opened  him  a 
way  to  empire. 

To  vagrant  Europeans,  whom  he  took 
into  his  pay,  it  is  faid,  he  was  firfl;  in- 
debted for  his  fucceifes.  The  difclpllne 
they  introduced  rendered  the  troops  hQ 
commanded,  and  who  daily  increafed, 
formidable  and  confident.     They  learned 
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to  depend  on  each  other,  and;  to  fight 
with  one  fpring  of  animation.  He  now 
changed  his  name  from  plain  Hyder- 
Naigue  to  that  of  Hyder-Ally-Cawn. 

The  double  government  of  Myfore 
prefented  him  with  a  tempting  opportu- 
nity of  railing  himfelf  to  eminence.  He 
accordingly  fet  to  work.  The  feeds  of 
difcord  were  ealily  fown.  He  irritated 
the  Kings  againft  each  other.  War  was 
the  refult.  He  now  affifted  one,  and  then 
the  other.  At  length  he  feized  upon  Ban- 
galore ;  and  pretending  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  feals  of  the  fecond  King  of  My- 
fore,  ruled  over  that  part  of  the  empire, 
while  the  firft  King  continued  to  reign  at 
liis  capital  of  Seringapatam. 

In  Bangalore,  Hyder  was  unfuccefs- 
fully  befieged  by  the  Mahrattahs,  and  the 
firft  or  great  King  of  Myfore.  He  re- 
venged the  attempt ;  and  in  a  vigorous 
aflault  carried  Seringapatam  by  florm. 
He  now  was  in  poflbffion  of  both  fove- 
U  reigns, 
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reigns,  and  of  a  powerful  and  dangerous 
enemy,  a  Bramin,  called  Cundarow,  who 
had  ftirred  up  the  Mahrattahs  againfl  him, 
and  who  he  in  retaliation  confined  in  a 
cage. 

From  this  time  he  governed  Myfore 
with  abfolute  authority ;  ftyling  himfelf 
the  Regent,  and  ufing  no  other  fignet,  or 
ftamp  upon  the  coinage  than  that  of  his 
unfortunate  fovereigns,  who  fliortly  after 
fell  the  viclims  of  his  jealouly  and  ambi- 
tion. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  here,  that  du- 
ring this  rebellious  fubjugation  of  the  an- 
cient government  of  Myfore,  Hyder  was 
aflifted  by  a  Romifli  bifhop.  A  dig- 
nitary  of  the  church  of  Chrift  was  feen 
to  fight  under  the  banners  of  an  ufurper, 
a  regicide,  and  a  Mohammedan ! 

His  authority  fixed  in  Myfore,   Hyder 
next  turned  his  thoughts  to  Bidanore.    He 
took  advantage  of  the  minority  of  the  law- 
ful 


ANALYSIS     OF     INDIA.  29I 

fdl  prince  of  that  valuable  country  ;  and 
uzider  the  malk  of  fupporthig  him  againft 
a  cabal  which  forcibly  retained  the  adminU 
ftration  of  affairs,  he  gained  polTeffion  of  the 
capital,  and  then  maftering  the  country, 
annexed  it  to  his  other  dominions  anno 
1763. 

Nor  did  he  flop  here.  He  conquered 
the  Nai'rs,  and  all  the  petty  Rajahs  and 
chiefs  on  the  Malabar  fide  of  India.  He 
wrefled  countries,  like  wife,  from  the  Sou- 
bahdar  of  the  Decan  ;  and  befides  Canoul 
and  Cudapah,  he  drew  afterwards  under  his 
government  various  other  confiderable  dif- 
tri(Sls  belonging  to  the  Mahrattahs  :  fo 
that  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time  he  was 
the  despotic  ruler  of  an  empire,  yielding 
upwards  of  four  crorcs  of  rupees  annually  *. 

Hyder-Ally-Cawn  was  a  character  of 
an  extraordinary  mould.  He  was  grofsly 
illiterate,  not  knowing  even  the  alphabet ; 

»  Four  millions  fterling. 

U  2  and 
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and  yet  by  dl£latlon  he  was  his  own  fc- 
cretary.  He  never  employed  minifters. 
He  was  duan,  trealurer,  and  all  the  mot- 
ley compounds  of  an  Afiatic  adminiflra- 
tion  huTilclf.  In  the  early  part  of  his 
days  he  was  brave  and  courageous.  In 
every  flage  of  his  life  he  was  an  able  gene- 
ral. He  was  not  naturally  Inhuman.  When 
he  was  cruel,  he  faw,  or  thought  he  faw, 
a  political  neceffity  which  demanded  it. 
Liberal  to  his  friends,  but  oppreffive  to 
his  enemies.  He  was  the  encourager  of 
all  ufeful  projects  amongfl  his  fubje(fls. 
He  treated  them  with  kindnefs,  but  he  ri- 
gidly exacted  their  obedience.  Such  were 
the  ftriking  features  of  the  portrait  of  Hy- 
der-Ally-Cawn. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  narrative  we  have 
neceflarily  been  obliged  to  take  notice  of 
the  ofFenfive  league  that  was  concluded 
between  Hyder  and  Nizam-Ally-Cawn 
againft  the  Englilh  and  the  Carnatic,  and 
of  the  reafons  which  induced  Hyder- Ally 
to  pitch  upon  fo  critical  a  juncture.  The 
4  year 
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year  1767  began  with  hoftillties  on  both 
fides.  This  war,  fo'  difgraceful  to  tne 
Engli(h  nation  in  its  conclufion,  wa3 
planned  and  condu6led,  as  we  have  alrea- 
dy remarked,  with  an  infatuated  degree  of 
indifcretion.  The  Englifh  general  was 
counteradcd  in  all  his  fchemes  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  two  field  deputies,  who  were  in 
every  refpe<51:  unacquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  military  fervice  :  the  fupplies  to 
the  army  were  irregular  and  Icanty.  Hy- 
der  found  means  to  furprife  them  in  their 
camp,  to  carry  ofF  their  proviiion^  and 
baggage,  to  feize  upon  their  beft  pofts,  by 
procuring  the  moft  exa6^  intelligence,  and 
in  reality  to  dlfhearten,  in  a  great  degree, 
a  body  of  men  who  had  hitherto  been  un- 
acquainted with  fear.  The  whole  of  the 
year  1767  was  fpent  in  this  manner; 
1768  faw  the  Englifh  at  one  time  more 
fuccefsful. 

Hyder,  worfted  in  feveral  engagements, 

was  ftill,   however,   formidable,  and  kept 

up  a  menacing  countenance  :  terms  of  ac- 

U  3  commodatioa 


-94  ANALYSIS     OF    I'NDIA, 

commodatlon  were  propofed  to  him;  lie 
jiflcned  to  them  with  indifference ;  nor 
was  it  without  much  negociation,  that  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  conchide  a  peace, 
after  having  carried  on  the  war  for  two 
years.  This  peace  was  concluded  at  St, 
Thomas's  Mount  in  1769,  as  we  have 
ahead V  related. 

Hyder-Ally  ftill  continues  to  be  confi- 
dcred,  by  feveral  of  the  Englifh,  rather  as 
an  enemy  againft  whom  it  is  neceflary 
they  fhould  be  conftantly  on  their  guard, 
than  as  an  ally  on  whom  they  might  de- 
pend. Some  are  even  of  opinion,  that 
unlefs  the  Englifh,  by  fome  means  or  other, 
get  rid  of  a  neighbour  too  ambitious  and 
too  a£live  for  their  repofe,  they  cannot 
with  fecurity  rely  on  that  power,  which 
a  fortunate  combination  of  circumflances 
hath  given  them  on  the  coafl  of  Coro- 
mandel.  We,  however,  confefs  ourfelves 
to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion.  It  is  true, 
that  Hyder,  previous  to  the  taking  up 
arms  againfl  him   by  the  Englifh  and  the 

Nabob 
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Nabob  Mohammed- Ally-Cawn,  threatened 
an  Invafion  of  the  Carnatic  from  Coim- 
battoor  in  I  7  6  7  ;   and   obtahied  from  Ni- 
zam-Ally-Cawn  a  funnud,  vefting  in  him- 
felf  the  government   of  the  Nabob's  do- 
minions :   but,    on  the   other  hand,   it  is 
equally   true,    that  the   Englidi   and   the 
Nabob  agreed,    that   if  their  arms  fhould 
prove  fuccefsful  againfl  him,  the  Compa- 
ny fhould  ftand   in  the  character  of  De- 
wan   of  his   (the  Myfore)  country  ;  that 
the   family   of  the  Myfore  Rajahs  fhould 
be    reflored  to   the   nominal   fuperiority  ; 
but   that  the  Nabob   fhould  have  the  ac- 
tual power  of  the  government.      Could  it 
be  ambition,    therefore,    which  alone  ac- 
tuated Hyder  in  the  vigorous  meafures  he 
afterwards  purfued  ?   or  was  it  a  necefTary 
attention  to  his  own  prefervation  ?  —  For 
a  length  of  time  Hyder  had  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend a  florm  from   the  Carnatic  :  the 
intrigues  of  the  Englifh  and  of  the  Nabob 
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn,  for  fome  years  in 
the  Decan,  he  had  not  been  unacquainted 
U  4  with ; 
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with  ;  neither    had   he  been  ignorant  of 
their  tranfadions  in  Bengal. 

Caufes  fo  powerful  combining  againfl, 
and  threatening  his  future  tranquillity, 
and  the  Nabob's  profefled  enmity  to  him 
being  publicly  known,  it  was  not  unna* 
tural  in  him,  neither  can  it  be  deemed 
politically  unjuft,  that  he  fhould  endea- 
vour to  divert  the  danger  from  his  own 
head,  and  fix  it,  if  polfible,  upon  thofe 
whom  he  knew  to  be  his  enemies. 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  the  French 
are  the  undoubted  friends  of  Hyder  ;  that 
he  preferves  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
their  interefls,  and  that  he  will  throw 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of  France  the  very 
firft  opportunity.  This  we  believe  to  be 
literally  true  :  but  would  he  not  be  fenfe- 
lefs  were  he  to  a6l  otherwife,  when  he 
finds,  not  only  that  he  cannot  obtain  af- 
fiflance  from  England,  but  that  the  Na- 
bob of  the  Carnatic  is  his  declared  enemy  ? 
that  he  wifhes   at  all  rifques  to  fubdue 

him; 
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him  ;  that  the  Mahrattahs  are  in  the  fame 
temper  of  mhid  ;  and  that  conftant  en- 
deavours are  ufed  to  make  the  Englifh 
his  enemies  alfo  ?  Hyder  we  know  to  he 
connected  wirh  the  French  (whofe  power, 
indeed,  at  the  prefent,  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe,  is  fo  effeclually  annihilated, 
that  'nothing  but  a  miracle  can  reftore  it ;) 
but  at  the  fiune  time  we  are  convinced, 
that  he  would  gladly  unite  with  any 
power  on  earth  that  could  lend  the  leafl 
aififtance  to  fave  him  from  defl:ru6lion  : 
and  can  he  be  blamed  ?  or  can  an  atten- 
tion to  his  own  intereft  be  imputed  to 
him  as  a  crime  ? 

An  analogy  of  circumflances  will  fet 
this  matter  in  a  clearer  point  of  view. 
When  the  Englilh  in  Bengal  had  totally 
fubjugated  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,  a  plan  was 
determined  on  for  depriving  that  prince  of 
his  dominions  :  Lord  Clive,  however, 
foon  difcovered  that  the  King,  unto  whom 
they  were  to  have  been  given,  was  una- 
ble to  maintain  theni,  and  that  it  would 

have 
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have  broken  down  one  of  his  ftrongefi: 
barriers  againft  the  Mahrattahs  and  the 
northern  powers  ;  he  therefore  wifely  re- 
ftored  Shujah-Ul-Dowlah  to  his  domi- 
nions. Such,  in  our  opinion,  fhould  be 
the  condu«5l  of  the  Enghfli  with  refpe6t 
to  Hyder-Ally-Cawn  and  the  Soubahdar* 
of  the  Decan,  neither  of  whom  Ihould  be 
totally  reduced. 

The  treaties  which  fubfift  between  the 
Englifli  and  thefe  princes  fliould  llkewife 
be  confidered  in  an  inveftigation  of  this 
nature.  In  all  of  them  mutual  defence  is 
included  ;  but  in  no  one  inilance  hath 
that  article  been  carried  into  execution. 
The  affording  of  Hyder  aid,  we  will  al- 
low, would  be  productive  of  many  dan- 
gerous confequences  ;  and  therefore  the 
political  neceffity  that  could  warrant  it 
muft  be  urgent  indeed  :  but  again,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  feeking  his  extirpation, 
while  under  an  obligation  to  defend  him, 
and  while  the  Engli(h  know  that  on  his 
ruin  the  already  overgrown  power  of  the 

Mahrattahs 
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Mahrattahs  would  be  exalted  to  fo  dange- 
rous a  height,  as  to  threaten  deftrudion 
to  the  Carnatic,  would  be  to  trample  up- 
on an  agreement  which  it  is  their  real  ad- 
vantage to  preferve  inviolable.  Hyder 
fhould  be  upheld  in  his  dominions ;  his 
gratitude  might  then  be  poffibly  de- 
pended on  ;  and  the  barrier  he  would 
form  againfl  the  Mahrattahs,  with  whom 
he  is  ever  at  war,  would  render  him  in 
the  end  one  of  the  mofi:  ufeful  and  pro- 
fitable allies  that  the  Englifh  or  the  Car- 
natic pollibly  could  have  *. 

Having 

*  On  grounds  fimilar  to  thefe,  Hyder  propofed  an 
alliance  with  the  Englifh  through  the  Prefidency  of 
Madras  in  1779.  His  overtures  were  not  treated  with 
the  attention  he  conceived  they  merited.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  he  immediately  and  openly  prepared  for 
war;  and  in  tt.e  beginning  of  1780,  entered  and  laid 
defolate  the  Carnatic.  How  far  his  fon,  Tippo  Saheb, 
may  wifli  to  perfevere  in  his  fteps,  it  is  at  this  moment 
impoflible  to  fay.  The  fon,  though  not  fo  good  a 
ilatefman,  is  yet  a  better  foldier  than  the  father.  War  is 
not  the  intereft  of  the  Engliili,  They  fliould  feduloufly 
feek  for  peace  ;  and  it  may  be  as  prudent,  perhaps,  to 
preferve  it  with  Tippoo  Saheb,  as  with  any  power  in 
I  India, 
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Having  thus  arrived  at  the  end  of  our 
hiftorical  Analyfis,  we  fhall  next  proceed 
to  throw  together  fome  reflexions  which 
neceflarily  grow  out  of  the  fubje£ls  we 
have  been  treating.  The  Portuguefe  and 
French,  the  immediate  predeceffors  of  the 
Enghfh  in  the  regions  of  Hindoftan,  not 
fatisfied  with  the  wealth  and  power  which 
they  voluntarily  received  from  the  indo- 
lent inhabitants,  madly  endeavoured  to 
extend  their  acquifitions  by  perfidy  and 
the  fword.  This  they  in  feveral  inftances 
accomplilhed  ;  but  their  fuccefs,  in  the 
end,  was  inadequate  to  their  expe£lations. 
Large  trads  of  country,  without  the 
ineans  of  regular  defence,  are  the  fureft 
attractions  to  an  Atiatic  enemy.  Accuf- 
tomed  to  predatory  excurfions,  the  very 
idea  of  deliberate  a£lion  is  exploded  from 
their    fyftem ;  fuddenly   they   rufh   upon 

India.  The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the 
reafon  of  keeping  Hyder's  name  in  the  body  of  this 
little  tra<Sl,  although  he  died  in  1782,  is  limply  becaufe 
it  is  better  known  in  Europe  than  that  of  his  fon  and 
fucceffor  Tippoo  Saheb. 

a  coun- 
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a  country  with  fire  and  defolation,  and 
with  an  equal  precipitancy,  fweep  all  that 
they  do  not  deftroy  before  them. 

On  this  account,  all  the  territorial  pof- 
feffions  of  Europeans  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
Ihould  be  compadt,  connected,  and  fo 
equally  well  defended,  that  an  enemy 
Ihould  have  no  advantage  in  attacking  one 
place  in  preference  to  another.  But  that 
which  is  of  ftill  greater  importance  to- 
wards their  permanent  fecurity,  is  the 
good  faith  with  which  they  fhould  con- 
duct themfelves  in  all  their  tranfaftions 
with  the  country  governments.  Though 
prone  to  chicanery  and  duplicity  them- 
felves, the  people  of  India  are  yet  admi- 
rers of  the  contrary  character  in  others. 
The  Engliili  they  have  ever  luppoled  the 
moft  honourable  of  all  Europeans  ;  and, 
on  that  account,  the  Englifh  influence 
hath  extended  farther  than  did  that  of  the 
French  or  Portuguefe,  even  in  the  days  of 
their  greatefl  profperity. 

The 
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The  immutability  of  Englifli  truth, 
however,  hath  for  fome  years  paft  been  a 
matter  of  doubt  in  many  parts  of  Hin- 
doflan;  articles  of  agreement  have  been 
evaded,  treaties  have  been  broken,  hofti- 
lities  have  been  commenced  unjuftly,  and 
even  the  members  of  one  Prefidency  have 
been  feen  to  affift  the  enemies  of  another. 
To  remedy  a  defeat  fo  glaring,  and  one 
which  fo  loudly  called  for  redrefs,  the 
Legiflature  of  England  thought  proper  to 
conftitute  a  Government  General,  with 
fuperintending  and  controlling  powers  over 
the  other  Prefidencies,  fo  far  as  fhould 
relate  to  their  declaring  war  or  negociating 
peace,  exeeptifig  in  cafes  of  imminent  ne- 
ceffity.  But  this  is  a  power  of  ideal  con- 
fideration,  more  than  of  real  efficiency ; 
iince  imminent  neceffity  can  always  be 
alledged. 

No  commiffion  fiiould  be  granted,  with 
an  imaginary  or  a  circumfcribed  authority, 
to  a  Board  of  Supremacy  ;  it  fhould  have 

an 
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an  unlimited  command,  or  none  *.  To 
fay,  that  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
cil can  punifh  any  of  the  members  of  the 
inferior  adminiftrations,  for  not  adhering 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  is  to 
fet  down  for  a  certainty  that  which  we  are 
convinced  it  would  be  difficult  to  execute. 
An  inftance  of  this  is  now  before  us. 

The  Government  of  Bombav,  in  the 
year  1776,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Ragho- 
naut-Row  t,   and  entered  into  an  alliance 

*  It  has  been  in  agitation,  it  is  faid,  to  give  the  Go- 
vernor General  a  paramount  authority.  The  meafure 
would  be  a  wife  one.  Whoever  he  may  be,  he  fliould, 
under  the  heaviefl  penalties,  have  an  uncontrollable 
power.  At  prefent  India  is  mofl  diftracSedly  gover- 
ned. The  native  Princes  know  not  in  which  Englifh 
adminiflration  to  confide.  They  behold  an  univerfal 
counteradtion.  This  fhould  be  attended  to,  or  it  may 
be  too  late  to  remedy  the  defed. — Mr,  Pitt's  Bill  had 
not  been  brought  into  Parliament  when  the  above  was 
written. 

f  By  the  laft  advices  from  India,  intelligence  has 
been  received  of  the  death  of  Raghonaut-Row.  Of 
this  circumftance  we  were  not  apprifed,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  infert  it  in  the  body  of  this  treatife. 


\V 
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with  him.  The  Governor  General  and 
Council  of  Bengal  deemed  it  expedient  to 
annul  the  terms  of  that  alliance,  to  order 
the  Britifh  forces  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  affiftance  of  that  chief,  and  to  enter 
into  engagements  with  the  oppofite  party. 
Still,  however,  the  Government  of  Bom- 
bay continued  their  protection,  though  not 
their  military  afiiftance,  to  Raghonaut- 
Row.  The  Company  in  England,  not 
knowing  the  meafures  that  were  purfued 
by  the  Governor  General  and  Council, 
approved  of  the  Bombay  alliance  ;  and 
this  emboldened  that  Prefidency  to  perfc- 
vere  in  the  refolution  which  it  had  at  firfl 
-adopted  *. 

How  fuch  a  contrariety  of  action  can 
be  of  benefit  to  the  general  lyftem,  is  a 
point  that  we  fhall  leave  to  the  deciiion  of 

'•  A  more  ferious  refradlorinefs  hath  fince  {hewn 
itfelf  in  tlie  Prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George.  But,  as 
this  fubje6l  is  now  under  dilcuflion,  an  expofition  of 
it  would  poffibly  be  confidered  as  precipitate  and 
unfair. 

Others. 
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Others.  The  fupremacy  of  the  Govern- 
ment General  is  certainly  thereby  rendered 
unavailing.  The  powers  of  India  are 
witneffes  of  what  muft  appear  to  them  an 
all'umed  authority.  Difcord  takes  place,  ■ 
and  the  want  of  unanimity  is  felt  even 
more  than  it  was  before. 

One  good,  however,  refults  from  the 
appointment ;  and  that  is,  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  which  it  has  in  general  dif- 
fufed  throughout  the  provinces  of  Hin- 
doftan  :  nor  is  that  the  only  benefit  that 
may  be  expelled  from  it  ;  the  right  of 
negociation,  and  of  forming  alliances,  be- 
ing vefted  in  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  alone,  a  fyftem  may  be  thereby 
eftabliflied  for  fixing,  on  a  laftlng  founda- 
tion, the  balance  of  power  in  India. 

From  what  has  been  fald  of  the  Princes 
of  Hindoflan,  their  fituatlon  and  different 
connedlions,  it  mufl  evidently  appear,  that 
nothing  could  tend  fo  much  to  the  general 
tranquillity,  or  to  the  fafety  of  the  Eng- 
X  '  lifli 
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lifli  ill  particular,  as  an  alliance  eftabllfhed 
between  that  nation,  the  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic,  the  Nabob  of  Owd,  the  Soubah- 
dar  of  the  Decan,  Hyder-Aliy-Cawn,  and 
the  Mahrattahs. 

By  a  convention  of  this  nature,  the 
peace  of  India  would  be  efFe£tually  fecured. 
The  other  nations  would  tremble  at  a 
power  fo  formidable ;  and  the  Englifh, 
in  the  event,  would  reap  the  mofl  folid 
and  permanent  advantages  *. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,  that  an 
alliance  with  Mohammed  -  Ally- Cawn, 
Aufuph-Ul  Dowlah,  Hyder- Ally -Cawn, 
the  Mahrattahs,  and  Nizam- Ally-Cawn 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  common 
caufe,   we  are  far  from  being   of  opinion 

*  Vifionary  as  this  combination  was  fuppofed,  an 
alliance  has  now  taken  place  between  the  very  powers 
here  mentioned.  The  Government  General  of  Ben- 
gal, and  Mhadajee  Scindia  concluded  it  in  1781, 
and  it  was  ratified  at  Poonah,  the  Mahrattah  capital, 
in  1783. 

that 
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that  the  Englifh  fhould  be  hi  the  leaft 
inattentive  to  the  terms  of  thofe  treaties 
which  they  have  already  concluded  with 
the  other  powers  of  Hindoflan.  On  the 
contrary,  it  (hould  be  their  aim  to  culti- 
vate an  univerfal  amity  ;  In  (hort,  to  ap- 
pear what  they  undoubtedly  may  be,  if  at 
any  time  they  are  fo  inclined,  the  arbiters 
of  the  Eaft. 

One  regulation,  however,  is  eflentlally 
neceflary  towards  efFe6lIng  this  falutary 
purpofe  ;  and  that  is,  the  eftablilhment  of 
relidents  at  the  feveral  principal  courts  of 
Hindoftan.  At  prefent  all  intelligence  is 
communicated  by  fples,  a  fpecies  of  infor- 
mation that  is  little  to  be  depended  on. 
Englifh  relidents,  on  the  contrary,  would 
be  more  tenacioufly  watchful,  not  only 
of  all  public  adllons,  but  of  all  private 
machinations.  The  expence  would  be 
but  trifling  ;  and  the  certain  indication  it 
would  convey  of  the  Englifh  friendfhip, 
would  be  productive  of  the  befl:  confe- 
quences.  This  I  am  convinced  is  a  matter 
X  2  of 
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of  infinitely  greater  moment  than  It  may 
at  firfl:  feem  to  be.  A  local  knowledge 
of  the  movements  of  the  refpecSive  govern- 
ments hath  long  been  wanting.  The 
Englifli  have  hitherto  deliberated  in  the 
dark;  no  information  being  to  be  depended 
on  ;  all  has  been  left  to  chance  and  the 
efFed  of  accidental  communication  *. 

But  this  meafure  (hould  not  be  partially 
adopted,  fmce  one  of  its  principal  advan- 
tages would  refult  from  a  comparifon  of 
the  information  furnished  by  the  feveral 
agents,  whofe  feparate  and  unconcerted 
communications  and  reflections  would  be 
frequently  found  to  explain  and  illuflrate 
each  other. 

Political  wifdom  ftrongly  inculcates 
the  neceffity  there  is  that  thofe  who  are 

*  Since  the  publication  of  this  tra6l,  minifters  have 
been  fent  to  the  Courts  of  Nizam-Ally-Cawn,  Mha- 
dajei-Bhoonfellah,  and  others.  One  even  was  intended 
for  the  Durbar  of  Hyder-Ally-Cawn,  when  the  war 
broke  out  with  that  Prince,  in  1780. 

intruflcd 
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intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernment, fliould  make  it  one  of  the  firft 
objects  of  their  care,  to  acquire  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  fecret  difpofitions  and 
defigns  of  any  Prince  or  people  with 
whom  they  conclude  a  peace,  or  contracl 
an  alliance.  The  inconveniencies  arifing 
from  a  difregard  of  this  policy  may  be 
inftanced  in  a  recent  cafe  of  the  Ranah  of 
Gohud. 

The   Government   General    of  Bengal 
juftly   conceiving  this  chieftain   to  be  ca- 
pable, from  his  local  fituation,    of  contri- 
buting to  the  execution  of  the  plan  which 
they  had   formed  for  condu6ling  the  war 
againft    the   Mahrattahs,    entered    into   an 
otfenlive  and  defenlive  treaty  of  friendfhip 
with  him  ;   but  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  his  real  interefts,    his  real   views,  or 
real  ftrength,    they  unwarily    made    him 
conceffions,  to  which  he   was  on  no  ac- 
count   entitled,     and    which    drew    upon 
them,   in   the  end,    very  confiderable  dif- 
ficulties.    Had  there  been  an  agent  at  the 
X  3  Durbar 
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Durbar  of  this  Rajah,  prior  to  the  period 
referred  to,  thofe  difficulties  would  have 
been  avoided,  and,  inftead  of  them,  eflen- 
tial  advantages  would  have  been  derived 
from  the  conne<£lion.  But  the  political 
fjftem  of  the  Company  had  been  either 
too  narrow  in  its  operations,  or  too  oeco- 
nomlcal  in  its  fplrit,  to  fupply  the  infor- 
mation requiiite  on  this  occalion,  and 
which  information  could  only  have  been 
derived  from  the  fource  we  have  already 
mentioned.  It  followed,  therefore,  that 
the  Council  General  were  necelfitated  to 
regulate  their  conduct  in  this  important 
affair,  by  fuch  imperfect  lights  as  a  hafly 
and  unfatlsfa^tory  refearch  could  afford. 
The  IlTue  was  by  no  means  furprifing.  It 
was  difcovered  that  the  views  and  interefts 
of  theRanah  were  very  different  from  what 
they  had  imagined.  It  was  found  that 
he  had,  in  the  beginning,  concealed  his 
real  views  :  and  it  was  experienced,  either 
that  they  had  been  miftaken  in  his  cha- 
rader  and  difpofition,  or  that  an  erroneous 

ellimate 
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eftlmate  had  been  made  of  his  power  and 
refources. 

On  duly  confidering  this  faO:,  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  circumfpe<5tion  in  forming  either 
temporary  or  lading  alliances  with  any  of 
the  native  powers  of  India,  muft  be  abun- 
dantly apparent.  The  utility  of  coUed- 
ing  every  poffible  information  refpe(£ling 
the  difpolition,  genius,  talents,  character, 
connections,  views,  interefls,  revenues, 
military  ftrength,  and  even  domeflic  hif- 
tory  of  thofe  Princes  or  people,  with 
whofe  affairs  our  own  happen  to  be  inter- 
woven or  related,  either  immediately  or 
remotely,  muft  be  alfo  equally  clear.  And 
finally,  the  perfons  deputed  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  if  chofen  with  care,  would,  by 
tranfmitting  exa£t  and  well-digefled  in- 
formation to  the  Government  General  on 
the  various  points  juft  particularifed,  en- 
able it  to  decide  on  foreign  affairs  with  a 
precifion  and  promptitude,  to  which,  la- 
bouring under  the  difad vantage  we  have 
X  4  flated, 
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ilated,   it   is  impoffible  it  fhfould  have  al- 
ways been  equal. 

It  may  be  permitted  here  to  obferve, 
that  as  it  is  the  univerfal  pradlice  both  of 
European  and  Afiatic  powers  to  employ 
fuch  agents,  no  good  reafon  can  be  offered 
why  the  fame  policy  fhould  not  be. adopted 
by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  which,  per- 
haps, has  more  numerous,  as  well  as  more 
diftant  connexions,  (we  talk  not  here  of 
pofitivc,  but  political  conne6llons),  than 
any  one  flate  in  Europe. 

The  avowed  and  oftenlible  obje£ls  of 
fuch  minifters  or  agents,  fhould  be  the 
promoting  of  harmony  and  a  good  under- 
flanding  between  the  Princes,  at  whofe 
courts  they  fhould  refide,  and  the  Govern- 
ment General  of  India  ;  and  their  endea- 
vours to  accomplilh  fo  defirable  an  end 
fhould  be  fincere  and  unwearied.  They 
might  alfo  be  inflrudled  to  deliberate  in 
conjudlion  with  thefe  chiefs,  or  their  con- 
fidential   fervants,   on    the  mofl  effedual 

means 
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means  of  hicreaiing  the  mutual  confidence 
of  their  pnncipals,  fo  as  to  lead  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  firm  and  durable  friend- 
Ihip  between  them.  Their  progrefs,  how- 
ever, to  this  point,  onght  to  be  flow,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  have  time  for  ob- 
taining every  proper  and  neceflary  infor- 
mation before  any  overtures,  for  a  clofer 
conne6:ion  be  either  offered  or  received. 

Befides  direiling  their  attention  and  in- 
quiries to  the  general  objects  that  have 
been  already  enumerated,  there  are  fome 
particular  ones,  which  would  properly  fall 
within  their  province,  and  with  which  the 
controlling  Government  in  India,  fhould 
be  equally  converfant.  Thefe  principally 
refer  to  the  perfonal  or  domelfic  circum- 
ftances  of  the  Princes  at  whole  courts 
they  Ihould  refide.  It  is  not  fufricient 
that  the  Government  General  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  real  interefts  of  the  feveral 
ftates  around  them  :  nor  ihould  they  be 
fatisfied  with  inferring  the  probability  of 
any  particular  defign  or  meafure  from  its 

con- 
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confoiiance  or  agreement  with  thcle  iii- 
terefls.  Such  dediidlons  will,  doubtlefsly, 
often  be  juft,  but  they  will  alfo  be  fre- 
quently fallacious:  Princes  not  uncom- 
monly are  governed  by  favourites  and 
minifters  :  and  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  views  of  fuch  counfellors  are  directly 
repugnant  to  the  interefts  of  tbeir  mafters. 
Hence  a  knowledge  of  the  chara6lers  and 
fecret  intentions  of  this  defcription  of  men 
would  occafionally  be  efiential  to  the  pru- 
dent adminiflration  of  affairs  :  and  hence 
the  attainment  of  this  knowledge  would 
properly  form  one  of  the  moil  material 
purfuits'  of  refidents  at  the  feveral  Durbars 
of  India. 

We  could  expatiate  much  more  largely 
on  the  falutary  tendency  of  the  mealure 
we  have  advifcd,  but  this  may  fuffice  to 
demonftrate  its  utility.  Before  we  difmifs 
the  fubjed,  however,  we  will  add,  tbat 
exclufive  of  the  political  benefits  which 
would  be  yielded  by  the  regulation  in 
queflion,  it  would  be  produdive  of  many 

capital 
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capital  advantages  in  a  literary  view. 
Europeans  are  by  no  means  perfeclly  ac- 
quainted with  the  hiftory  or  manners,  the 
character  or  genius,  the  religions  or  phi- 
lofophical  tenets,  the  literature  or  lan- 
guages of  the  inhabitants  of  Hindoftan. 
Conliderable  improvements  and  difcoveries 
remain  to  be  made  in  each  of  thefe  in- 
terefling  points  ;  nor  need  it  be  inhfted 
on,  becaufe  it  is  abundantly  obvious,  that 
our  agents,  at  the  different  courts  of  India, 
might,  by  the  facility  with  which  they 
would  obtain  accefs  to  various  materials 
and  documents  hitherto  unexplored,  con- 
tribute, in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the 
advancement  of  this  branch  of  ufeful  and 
curious  knowledge.  In  this  light  alone, 
therefore,  the  appointment  of  a  refident 
at  the  court  of  the  Lama  of  Thibet, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  meafure  of  public 
utility.  In  all  events,  the  advantages  of 
a  general  regulation,  like  to  that  in  con- 
templation, could  not  fail  to  compcnfate  for 
the  expence  which  it  would  create,  though 

that 
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that  expence  fhould  be  even  more  confide- 
rable  than  it  need  be. 


But  to  the  whole  It  may  poffibly  be 
objected,  that  the  jealouiy  and  diftruft 
which  this  mealure  would  probably  excite 
in  the  powers  of  Hindoftan,  if  it  did  not 
prevent  its  execution,  would,  at  leaft,  ren- 
der Engliih  agents  fo  fufpedted,  that  their 
fituation  would  be  exceeding  difagreeable, 
and  their  conftraint  fuch  as  to  make  them 
incapable  of  communicating  either  ufeful 
or  curious  information. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  ambaf- 
fadors  and  relidents,  at  all  courts,  are  con- 
fidered  in  the  double  capacity  of  negocia- 
tors  and  ftate  ipics  ;  yet  this  perfuafion 
no  where  prevents  their  reception,  or  fub- 
jedts  them  to  particular  conftraint.  If 
the  receiving  of  luch  minlfters  be  attended 
wqth  inconveniencies,  it  is,  in  return,  pro- 
dudtive  of  advantages  ;  for  the  pradice 
being  unlverfal,  thele  advantages  and  dii^ 
advantages  may  be   fiild  to  be  reciprocal ; 

and, 
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and,  perhaps,  no  courts  arc  lei's  myjfterious 
or  fecret  than  tliofe  of  India.  There  are, 
it  is  true,  many  arts  practifed  in  them 
calculated  to  deceive  ;  but  thefe  will  rare- 
ly fucceed  with  one  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  genius  of  the  people.  Eaflern  Dur- 
bars, indeed,  are  lo  little  prone  to  jealouly 
or  fufpicion,  of  the  nature  here  alluded  to, 
that  avowed  fpies  and  intelligencers  are 
tolerated  at  every  one  of  them  ;  nor  are 
they  prevented  from  communicating  fuch 
information  as  they  may  colle(fl  to  their 
employers,  except  when  an  open  rupture 
has  broke  out  between  the  parties,  in 
which  event,  they  are  eitlier  difmifl'ed  or 
recalled.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  a  refident 
conducing  himlelf  at  any  Indian  court 
with  ordinary  decency  and  prudence,  is 
very  unlikely  to  become  an  object  of  jea- 
loufy  or  diriiuft;  and  even  if  he  fliould 
be  confidered  in  fuch  a  light  on  his  firft 
arrival,  it  would  require  very  little  addrefs 
to  remove  the  imprellion.  j 

If 
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If  public  minifters,  indeed,  will  openly 
intrigue  at  foreign  courts,  or  if  they  will 
feck  information  in  an  indifcreet  manner, 
and  by  improper  means,  it  is  natural  that 
they  fhould  become  obnoxious.  So  long, 
however,  as  they  conduct  themfelves  with 
prudence,  and  avoid  betraying  a  prying 
and  eager  euriofity,  it  may  fafely  be  af- 
firmed, that  neither  their  aftions  will  be 
fufpecled,  nor  their  fituation  rendered  un- 
eaiy. 

Eflential,  however,  as  regulations  of 
this  nature  may  be  in  the  extenfive  ma- 
nagement of  the  political  fyftem  of  the 
Englifh  government  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
an  attention  to  the  lefs  complicated  regu- 
lation of  thdr  domeftic  concerns  may  not 
be  lefs  necel^ary  or  ufeful. 

Of  all  the  innovations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  Leglflature  in  the  manage- 
TDQUt  of  the  Company's  affairs,  not  one 
hath  been  ih  loudly  exclaimed  againft  as 
th<^  introdudion  of  the  Englifh  laws  into 

the 
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the  Bengal  provinces.  This,  however, 
we  are  lorry  to  believe,  hath  proceeded 
more  from  a  dirappointment  of  interefled 
views,  than  from  a  conviction  of  any  per- 
nicious confequences  that  they  are  hkelv 
to  produce.  No  man  of  realbn,  poflefliiig 
a  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  manners  and 
curtoms  of  Hindoftan,  can  honeftly  de- 
clare, he  believes  the  Englifli  laws  impro- 
per to  be  introduced  into  that  country. 
Prejudice,  indeed,  may  operate  powerfully 
on  fome  who  have  been  educated  in  all 
the  principles  of  Afiatic  defpotifm,  who 
have  ruled  over  provinces  with  an  arbi- 
trary Iway,  and  whofe  words  have  been 
law ;  but  a  difpaffionate  enquirer,  who 
judges  with  moderation,  and  who  fees  the 
neceflity  of  coercion  in  a  country  where 
common  juftice  hath  been  trampled  under 
foot,  not  only  by  fome  of  the  EngliOi 
themfelves,  but  univerfally  by  their  fer- 
vants  and  dependents,  will  unhefitatingly 
confefs,  that  the  rod  of  legal  authority 
cannot  but  be  ferviceable  in  withholding 
the  hand  of  oppreffion,  and  enfuringjto 
4  the 
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the  honeft  labourer  the  fcanty  reward  of 
his  induftry  and  trouble.  This,  it  is  faid, 
has  never  been  denied  him.  But  what  is 
more  liable  to  mifreprefentation  than  an 
ui:ifettled  ftate,  where  all  dominion,  after 
the  confufion  of  fucceffive  revolutions,  is 
transferred  to  a  few  ftrangers,  and  where 
the  conquerors,  living  under  their  own 
law^s  of  freedom,  amidfl  a  nation  of  help- 
lels  and  unproteded  beings,  exhibit  a  fitua- 
tlon  ahnofl  without  parallel  in  hiflory  ? 

At  the  time  when  the  power  of  the 
Englifh  nation  gave  efFedl  to  the  ufurpa- 
tions  of  the  private  trader,  who  decided 
his  own  claims,  oppreliing  the  natives, 
and  threatening  the  officers  of  government 
if  they  prefumed  to  interfere,  the  neceffity 
was  foon  perceived  of  confining  the  free 
merchants  to  the  refpe^Slive  prelidencies. 
But  this  did  not  eradicate  the  evil,  the 
fame  practices  were  continued  by  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  Company. 

When 
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When  the  rapacity,  therefore,  of  all 
who  aflumed  the  name  of  Enghfh,  or  of 
Englifh  agents,  was  let  loofe  upon  a  harm- 
lefs  and  inofFenfive  race  of  men,  what  in* 
citement  could  there  be  to  the  manufa£lurer 
and  labourer  ?  To  reclaim  men  from  dif- 
fipation,  to  check  impatient  hopes,  where 
youths  afpire  to  the  abfolute  government 
of  countries  at  an  age  fcarcely  adequate  to 
the  management  of  private  affairs,  to  re- 
vive a  general  fpirit  of  induftry,  to  lead 
the  minds  of  all  from  infatuating  illufions 
of  fudden-acquired  wealth  to  a  patient  ex- 
pedlation  of  growing  fortunes,  is  no  lefs 
difficult  in  execution,  than  neceffary  to  the 
exiftence  of  good  government.  Thefe  are 
pofitions  that,  I  believe,  will  be  admitted 
by  every  candid  and  difcerning  mind ;  they 
are  conformable  to  the  decrees  of  unerring 
juftice. 

To  fay  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 

provinces  of  India  have  been  regulated  by 

their  own  laws,  is  to  advance  an  affertion 

which  daily  experience  proves  to  be  un- 

Y  true. 
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true.     The  Indians  have  never  been  fhel- 
tered  by  their  own  laws.     Their  laws  have 
been  derided  by  their  conquerors ;  nor  could 
any  decifions  whatever  have  efFedl,   when 
oppofed  to  the  mercilefs  hand  of  rapine  and 
oppreffion.      In  fhort,    whatever  may  be 
advanced  to  the  contrary,  the  introdudlion 
of  the  Englifh  laws,  we  are  firmly  con- 
vinced, will  be  attended  with  the  beft  of 
confequences.     Scarcely  any  crime  is  pu- 
nilhable  by  the  Englifh  code,  that  is  not 
equally  fo  by  the  Hindoo  and  Mohamme- 
dan inftitutions :  right  and  wrong,  virtue 
and  vice,  are  the  fame  with  them  as  with 
other    nations.        Licentioufnefs,    in    the 
midfl  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  may  have 
tolerated  there,  as  in  other  places,  the  per- 
petration of  crimes.     A  fixed  government, 
however,  would  foon  convince  them  of  the 
advantages  arifing  from   an   adherence   to 
what  is  equitable  and  juft  *. 

Admit- 

*  Ufurpalion  grounded  on  an  undefined  authority,  wa» 
never  fuppofed  when  this  Analyfis  was  firfl  publifiied. 
The  puniftimcnt  of  enormities  was  all  that  the  author 

had 
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Admitting,  in  this  manner,  that  the  lii- 
trodu6tion  of  the  Englifh  laws  into  Ben- 
gal will,  in  the  end,  be  advantageous  to 
the  natives,  by  reftraining  the  oppreffion 
of  the  Eriglifh  and  their  agents,  we  (hall, 
for  the  very  fame  reafons,  advance  it  as 
our  opinion,  that  the  fame  laws  fhould  be 
cflablifhed  in  the  other  dominions  that  are 
fubjeded  to  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

The  gentle  influence  of  thefe  happy 
ordinances  diffufing  itfelf  from  one  extre- 
mity to  the  other  of  the  Englifh  territorial 
pofleffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  would  foon 
change  the  face  of  mifery,  which  the  in- 
habitants at  prefent  wear,  to  that  of  chear- 
fulnefs  and  content. 


had  in  view  :  he  is  ftill,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that 
Courts  of  Law  are  expedient  in  India.  To  circum- 
fcribe  them  in  the  influence  and  pretenfions  they  have 
aflumed,  is  a  meafure,  no  doubt,  eflential.  That,  how- 
(ever,  mull  be  left  to  the  wiiciom  of  the  Legiflacure. 

Y  z  Is 
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Is  an  improvement  in  the  circumftances 
of  the  lower  rank  of  people  to  be  regarded 
as  an  advantage,  or  as  an  inconvenience 
to  the  community  ?  The  anfwer  is  at 
£rft  fight  abundantly  plain.  Servants, 
labourers,  and  workmen  of  different  kinds, 
make  up  the  far  greater  part  of  every  po- 
litical fociety.  What,  therefore,  improves 
the  circumftances  of  the  greater  part,  can 
never  be  regarded  as  an  inconveniency  to 
the  whole.  No  fociety  can  furely  be 
flourifhing  and  happy,  of  which  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  members  are  poor  and 
miferable.  It  is  but  equity  befides,  that 
they  who  feed,  cloath,  and  lodge  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  fhould  have  fuch  a 
ihare  of  the  produce  of  their  own  labour, 
as  to  be  themfelves  tolerably  well  fed, 
cloathed,  and  lodged. 

It  were,  indeed,  to  be  wiflied,  that,  in 
addition  to  what  we  have  jufl  been  fay- 
ing, the  Englifh  would  diftribute  the 
lands  they  have  acquired  among  the  na» 
tive  families,  and  make  thofe  lands  their 

own 
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own  property,  under  certain  terms  and 
conditions.  Plenty  of  good  land,  and 
liberty  to  manage  their  affiiirs  their  own 
way,  leem  to  be  the  two  great  points 
neceffary  to  the  profperity  of  new  colonies. 
Uncultivated  land,  however,  fhould  not 
be  engrolTed.  Every  proprietor  fhould  be 
obliged  to  improve  and  cultivate,  within 
a  limited  time,  a  certain  proportion  of  his 
lands  ;  in  cafe  of  failure,  thofe  lands  fliould 
be  alienable  to  any  other  perfon.  By 
this  means,  the  Indians  would  attach 
themfelves  to  a  nation  that  confulted  their 
happinefs,  would,  in  time,  become  induf- 
trious,  and,  befides  difcharging  with  regu- 
larity their  feveral  payments,  would  occa- 
fion  fuch  a  confumption  of  the  articles  of 
luxury  and  refinement,  that  a  gentle  excife 
might  be  generally  aflefTed  for  the  extra- 
ordinary ufes  of  the  government. 

That  the  eftates  acquired  in  any  country 
iliould  contribute  to  the  expences  of  go> 
vernment,  is  a  principle  that  has  never 
been  denied  by  any  nation  whatever.  The 

reafoii 
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reafon  of  this  grand  maxim  is  evident. 
Private  fortunes  are  fo  eflbntially  connected 
with  the  profperity  of  the  pubHc,  that 
when  that  is  injured,  the  other  muft  fuffer 
of  courfe.  Thus  when  the  fubjeds  of  a 
ftate  ferve  it  with  their  fortunes  or  their 
perfons,  they  do  nothing  but  defend  their 
own  private  intereft.  The  profperity  of 
the  country  is  the  profperity  of  the  ci^ 
tizen. 

The  prefent  mode  of  letting  the  lands 
in  India  is  attended  with  many  inconve- 
niencies,  independent  of  the  difadvantages 
which  refult  from  their  unequal  diftribu^ 
tion.  Some  Zemindars,  unwiUing  to  re^ 
linquifh  their  habitations,  are  often  induced 
to  exceed  the  real  value  of  farms,  if  their 
leafe  is  but  for  a  fhort  term  of  years ;  and 
many,  who  have  nothing  to  lofe,  advance 
yet  farther,  wifhing,  in  all  events,  to 
obtain  pofleffion .  Thus  men  are  let  loofe 
to  plunder. 
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The  Zemindar  cannot,  with  fafety  to 
his  own  interefts,  even  though  polTefled 
of  the  abihty.  encourage  the  inferior  far- 
mers by  advancing  them  money ;  and 
without  this  advance,  the  lands  cannot 
receive  that  cultivation,  which,  with  a 
longer  leafe,  or  the  abfolute  poileffion,  it 
would  be  for  their  own  advantage  to  give 
them.  ^ 

Farmers  renting  a  portion  of  land  for 
a  (hort  time,  with  the  power,  neceffarily 
invefted  in  them,  of  obliging  the  ryots  ou 
hufbandmen  to  difcharge  their  different 
rents,  will,  no  doubt,  in  general,  endea- 
vour to  make  good  whatever  demands  the 
flate  may  have  upon  them ;  and,  for  that 
purpofe,  fhould  the  feafons  have  been  bad, 
will  opprefs  the  poor  labourers,  and  there- 
by reduce  them  to  the  loweft  extremity 
of  penury  and  diftrefs.  Whereas  the  let- 
ting the  farms  upon-aJong  leafe,  or  which 
would,  perhaps,  be  preferable  in  perpe- 
tuity, under  certain  flipulations,  having 
the  grand  inducement  to  farmers  annexed 
I  to 
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to  it,  namely,  that  of  laflhig  advantage, 
would  occafion  an  attention  to  the  farther 
cultivation  of  the  already-arable  lands,  to 
the  amendment  of  the  tanks,  refervoirs, 
and  canals,  and  to  the  rendering  of  grounds 
(barren  merely  from  negleft)  by  a  proper 
culture,  not  only  profitable  to  the  land- 
holder, but  alfo  in  a  due  proportion  to  the 
original  proprietor.  At  firft,  indeed,  it  is 
probable  thefe  lands  would  not  let  for 
more  than  hath  been  received  from  them 
in  preceding  years.  This,  however, 
would  be  the  cafe  but  for  an  inconfiderable 
length  of  time  ;  the  firfl:  or  fecond  year 
would  afford  a  fmall  addition  in  the  rent ; 
the  third  fomething  more  confiderable  ;  and 
fo  on  in  a  regular  progreifion,  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  fifth  or  feventh  year,  when  a 
permanent  fettlement  might  be  made, 
either  for  a  limited  number  of  years,  or 
for  ever  *. 


*  But  this  experiment  might  (and  therefore  1  do 
not  infift  on  it)  be,  perhaps,  both  ufelefs  and  dange- 
rous :  dangerous,  b^uje  every  alteration  in  the  quan- 
tity of  the  tax,  efpecia^  an  increafe,  muft  operate  to 

the 
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the  creating  of  diftrufl  in  the  land-holder,  who  will  not 
eafily  be  brought  to  believe,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
that  a  permanent  and  invariable  rent  is  intended  to  be 
fixed  ;  and  till  he  be  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  this,  nei- 
ther his  confidence  nor  his  exertions  will  be  fuch  as 
are  ftated  in  the  text.  Ufelefs,  perhaps,  becaufe  in 
the  event  of  that  profperity  and  opulence,  which  only 
can  refult  from  fuch  a  permanency  of  fyftem,  the 
occafional  neceffities  of  the  government  might  be  re- 
lieved, as  well  by  a  general  and  gentle  excife  on  the 
articles  of  confumption,  (which  would  not  be  felt  in 
the  fituation  we  have  fuppofed)  as  by  an  increafe  of 
the  land  tax.  The  fubjedl,  however,  is  worthy  of 
coofideration. 


THE     END. 
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In  thePrefs,  and  fpecdily  will  be  puhlijhed,  in  three  Volumei 
OSJavo, 

PHILOSOPHICAL  RHAPSODIES.  Fragment 
of  Sulimaun  of  Betli:.  Containing  Refleflions  on 
the  Laws,  Manners,  Cuftoms,  and  Religions,  of  certainf 
Aiiaiic,.  Afric,  and  European  Nations. 

■■  Printed  for  T.  Becket,  Pall  Mall. 
By  whoin'Ujill  he  fpeedily  piiblijhedj 

New  Editions  of  the  two  following  Books,   correfled 
and  confiderably  enlargad,  viz 

1.  Obfervations  made  during  a  Tour,  in  1778, 
through  Parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales.  In 
a  Series  of  Letters. 

2.  Thoughts  on  Martial  Law,  and  on  the  Proceedin?'s 
of  General  Courts  Martial. 

.  Of  zvhom  may  be  had, 

1.  The  Works  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Sterne,  complete 
in  10  Volumes.  lUuftrated  with  Plates,  finely  engraved. 
Price  2I.  2s.  bound, 

2.  Moral  Tales.  By  M.  Marmontel.  A  new  Edi- 
tion, in  three  Volumes.  lUuftrated  with  16  elegant 
Engravings.     Price  10s.  6d.  bound. 

3.  An  Effay  on  the  Nature  and  Exiftence  of  a  Mate- 
rial World.  Addreffed  to  Dr.  Prieftley  and  Dr.  Price. 
3  s.  fewed. 

4.  A  Difquifition  of  the  Stone  and  Gravel ;  together 
with  Stridures  on  the  Gout  when  combined  with  thofe 
Diforders.  By  S.  Perry,  Surgeon.  The  iixth  Edition, 
improved  and  enlarged.     2s.  6d.  fewed. 

5.  The  Philofopher  :  In  three  Converfalions  between 
a  Philofopher,  Courtier,  Whig,  Clergyman  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  Church,  and  Prefbyterian  Minifter.  The  firft 
and  fecond  Parts  addreffed  to  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the 
third  Part  to  the  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  4s.  6d.  fewed. 
Either  Part  may  be  had  feparate. 

6.  Rodondo ;  or.  The  State  Jugglers.  In  three  Cantos. 
In  Hudibraftic  Verfe.  Written  in  the  Years  1763  and 
1770.  By  the  late  Hugh  Dalrymple,  Efq.  3s.  Either 
Canto  may  be  had  feparate. 

7.  An  Idle  Hour's  Amufement :  Being  a  fmall  Collec- 
tion of  Poems,  Sonnets,  &c,  with  a  few  Imitations  from 
Anacreon,  Horace,  and  Virgil,     as. 

8,  Alhort 


Printed  for  T.  Becket,  Pail  Mali. 

8.  A  fhort  Account  of  the  mod  common  Difeafes  in- 
cident to  Armies ;  with  the  Method  of  Cure.  By  the 
Baron  Van  Swieten.     is.  6d. 

^;..,*  The  fame  may  be  had  in  French. 

9.  Candid ;  or.  All  for  the  Beft.  By  M.  de  Vol- 
taire. Two  Parts.  3s.    Either  Part  may  be  had  feparate. 

10.  Commentaire  Hiftorique  fur  les  Oeuvres  de  L'Au- 
tf  ur  de  la  Henriade,  ^c.  avec  les  Pieces  Originales  ^  les 
p-euves.     Par  Voltaire.     4s. 

11.  The  Tri£l  of  Abraham  :  In  four  Cantos.  Tranf- 
lated  from  the  German.     2s. 

.  12.  Advice  to  People  afflifted  with  the  Gout;  con- 
taining practical  Obfervations  upon  the  Treatment  of 
Patients  in  the  different  Stages  of  that  Diforder,  and  the 
Means  of  preventing  thofe  ievere  Paroxyl'ms  which  are 
fo  terrible  to  the  human  Species.  By  J.  Williams,  M.D. 
IS.  6d. 

13.  Emilius  and  Sophia  ;  or,  A  new  Syftem  of  Edu- 
cation. By  J.  J.  Roufleau.  In  four  Volumes.  New 
Edition.  los.  6d.  fewed.  The  Continuation  will  be 
fold  feparate,  to  accommodate  the  Purchafers  of  the  for- 
mer Edition.     By  the  Tranflator  of  Eloifa,  6cc. 

14.  The  Bank  of  England's  Vade  Mecum  ;  or,  Sure 
Guide.  Extremely  proper  and  ufeful  for  all  Perfons 
who  have  any  Money  Matters  to  tranfaft  in  the  Hall  of 
the  Bank,  &:c.  particularly  to  thofe  who  are  not  pmtSlifed 
in  that  Bufinefs.  In  which  every  Office,  Place,  and  the 
Manner  of  procuring  Notes  cl"  every  Sort  for  Cafli,  or 
Cafh  for  Notes-,  is  fodiftinftly  defcribed,  that  the  g:eateft 
Strangers  to  the  Bank  may,  with  Certainty  and  Proprie- 
ty, do  all  they  want,  without  being  obliged  to  aik  any 
Queftionsof  any  Perfon  whatever.  With  two  Copper- 
plate Plans.  By  a  Gentleman  of  the  Bank,  6cc.    Price  is. 

15.  Obfervations  on  the  Dyfentery  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies; with  a  new  and  fuccefsful  Manner  of  treating  it. 
8y  Benjamin  Mofely,  Surgeon,  at  Kingfton,  Jamai- 
ca.      IS. 

16.  The  Country  Juftice  :  A  Poem.  Complete  in 
three  Parts.  By  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Langhorne,  Price  4s. 
Either  Part  may  be  had  feparate. 

17.  The  Correfpondcnts :  An  original  Novel.  In  a 
Series  of  Letters.     New  Edition.     2s.  6d.  fewed. 

18.  The 


Printed  for  T.  i:»£CKET,   Pall  Mall. 

1 8.  TheTeraple  of  Wit,  andrthe  Temple  of  Folly  : 
AViiion,  m  Verfe.      is. 

19.  The  Critic;  or,  A  Tragedy  Rehearfed.  By  R. 
B.  Sheridan,  Efq.      is.  6d. 

■20.  Poems,  by  a  Literary  Society  ;   comprehending 
original  Pieces  ki  the  fevif>r;al  Walks  of  Poetry.  Price  is. 
^'  Paris  an/wering  Part'i,  jhaLlJlide  into  a  whole"     PoPE. 
'"^*  To  be  continued  occafionally. 

21.  A  Monody  upon  the  Death  of  Lord  Afhburton. 
price  13.  *      . 

22.  Variety  :   A.  Comedy,  in  five.Afts.     is.  6d. 
2.^  Piflipat4on :  A  Comedy.     By  M.  P.   Andrews, 

Efq.      IS.  6d. 

.24.  The  Maid  of  the  Paks  :  A  new  Dramatic  En- 
£«rlainment,      is.  6d. 

,25.  The  Songs  of  the  Gentle  ■Sil?*riiherd..     6d. 

;26.  The  Songs  of  the  Carnival  of  Venice.     6d. 

17.  The  Story  of  the  Pantomime  of  Robinfori  Cru- 
Joe.     6d. 

28.  Bon  Ton:  A  Comedy  of  two  Afts.  By  D. 
GarricJ;,   Eiij-      is. 

29.  Tiie  Irifh  Widow :  A  Comedy  in  two  A£ls. 
By  the  fame.     is. 

30.  An  Eflay  on  the  Evidence,  external  and  internal, 
relating  to  the  Poems  attributed  to  Thomas  Rowley, 
Containing  a  general  View  of  the  whole  Controverfy. 
Price  2s.  6d.  New  Edition.  By  Thomas-James  Mat- 
thias, Efq. 

31.  Runic  Odes;  imitated  from  the  Norfe  Tong\^, 
in  the  Manner  ,o.f  Mr.  Gray.  By  the  fame  Author. 
Price  IS.  6d.. 

32.  Rowley  and  Chatterton  in  the  Shades  ;  or,  NugSB 
Antiquae  et  Novae  :  A  new  Elylian  Interlude,  in  Profc 
and  Verfe.      is.  6d. 

33.  A  View  of  the  various  Editions  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  Claffics  ;  with  Remarks.  By  Edward  Harwood, 
D.  D.  New  Edition,  corrected  and  enlarged,  with  an 
Index.     Price  4s.  bound. 

34.  A  Supplement  to  the  Mifcellapies  of  Thomas 
Chatterton  :  Confifting  of  Poems,  which  the  Public  may 
be  alFured  are  unqueftionably  Originals,  the  greater  Part 
of  them  having  been  immediately  tranfcribed  from  hi$ 
own  Manufcript,  and  never  before  publiftied.     2s. 
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